





APRIL 1804. 





Art. LIX. State of Egypt after the Battle of Heliopolis, preceded 
by General Obfervations on the Phyjical and Political Character of 
the Country. By Reynier, General of Divijion. Tranjlated from 
the French. vo. pp. 349, price 7s. Od. Robinfons; 1802. 

Art. LX. A Journal of the Forces which failed from the Downs in 1800, 
on a Secret Expedition under the Command of Lieutenant-Gener al 
Pigot ; continued through all the fubfequent Tranfactions of the 
Army, under the Right Honourable General Sir Ralph Abercr ‘omby, 
K. B. in the Mediterranean and Egypt ; and the latter Operations 
under Lieutenant-General Lord Hutchinfon, K.B. to the Sur- 
render of Alexandria: with a particular Account of Malta. By 
“ixeas ANDERSON, Lieutenant ia the Fortieth Regiment. 
llilutrated by Engravings. Ato. pp. 552. price £.2. 28. De- 
brett; 1802. 

nt. LXI. Hifory of the Britifh Expedition to Egypt; to which is 
Jubjoined, Sketch of the Prefent State of that Country, and its 
Means of Defence. By Rosert Tuomas Witson, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of Cavalry in His Britannic Majefty’s Service, and 
Knight of the Imperial Military Order of Mariq-Therefa, 4to. 
£.1. 11s. 6d. or 8vo. 2 Vols. about pp. 600. price 18s, 
Egerton; 1802. 

Ant. LXIL, Journal of the Late Campaign in Egypt, including De- 
Jcriptions of that Country, and of Gibraltar, Minorca, Malta, 
Muarmorice, and Macri. By Tuomas Watsu, Captain in His 
Majefty’s Ninety-third Regiment of Foot, Aide-de-Camp to Ma- 
jor-General Sir Eyre Coote. 4to. pp. 440. With numerous 
Engravings of Views, Plans, Pofitions, &c. Price £.3. 3s. 
Cadell and Davies; 1803. Second Edition, 


¥ Na war replete with extraordinary changes, and diftinguifh- 
} edby the fubverfion of efiablifhed powers, and the produc- 
tion of revolutions in the governments of Europe—in a war 
where eve ry military enterprize was calculated to fix the 
attention of mankind, the expedition to Egypt claimed an 
unutus il portion of regard. The grofs injuftice of its origin, 
: previous labours of the troops employ ed by France in this 
ailempt, and the celebrity of the general who led them—the 
atly tueceffes obtained over brave men, but eafy victims to the 
faper ‘riority of modern European tactics —thie dreadful impedi- 
ments op pofed to complete triumph by the naval viciory of 
Vou. I. Ii Apoukix— 
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Aboukir—the fubfequent exploits of Bonaparte—his defea 
before Acre by a handful of Britons, aiding a Turkith 
garrifon—is flight to France, and aftonifhing elevation—the 
treaty of El Arifch, and its non-ratification, which occafioned 
the battle of Heliopolis—the unexplained murder of general 
_Kieber—and, finally, the expultion of the French from this 
land, pofleffed through crime and treachery, by a Britih 
army; all thefe circumftances render the military hiftory 
of this éxpedition an object of the higheft curiofity— 
But, befide thefe incitements to inquiry, Egypt has ever 
been deemed fertile in unexplored wonders; and while the 
attention of the politician was fixed on the caufes and _pro- 
bable confequences of the treacherous attempt of France; 
while the events of the war prefented, to the military obferver, 
new grounds of {peculation on the advantages of tactics, and 
the means of attack and defence, in cafes where {kill and dif. 
cipline were to compentate the want of numbers, and render 
ill-directed valour unavailing; the lovers of {cience hoped to 
derive from the refearches of the /¢avans, who attended the 
French expedition, or the indufiry of the learned in the 
Britifh army, copious and ufeful information refpecting tle 
ancient learning and the modern fiate of Egypt. 

The works now before us, coinprife the narratives of fou 
military men, of the proveedings of the two armies, during 
the campaign in which the Britith government undertook the 
expulfion of the French from their ill-gotten conquel. 
Whenever rivals relate the fame event, it mutt be expected 
that confiderable differences will prevail, not only in {pecul- 
tion but in fiatement. In the prefent inftance, the French 
writer {peaks of the exertions of the Britith troops with un- 
qualified reproach, but, fortunately, in terms fo evidently ran- 
corous, and in many infiances fo repugnant to the opinions he 
wifhes to efiablith, that the talk of refutation has not been 
found difficult to Sir Robert Wilfon, who has principally 
undertaken to detect the calumnies of Reynier. That @ 
French general fhould write in this manner can_ afford 
no ground of aftoniihment. The eager defire of the Frenci 
to vilify the Britifh charaéter has been unceafingly di 
played almoft ever fince France affumed the name of : 
republic ; and to difcredit the national valour has been the 
Jaborious effort of the official difpatches, and of the compiles 
of the hiftories of campaigns, or of the revolution in general’, 





* As inftances of this difpofition, we may, among many others 
refer our readers to David’s hiftory of the Campaigns of Pich¢gu 
and the Hiftory of the Revolution by Defadoards. 


and 
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and to all who have written or declaimed on any topic 
where abufe could be introduced... The refult of the ate 
tempt on Egypt was peculiarly afflicting to the French, and 
the chief Coniul, becaufe the defeat of their expectations and 
ihe ruin of their veteran army, were achieved by the foe 
whom they moft hated, and on whofe territories they had 
gained no advantage which could counterbalance the lofs or 
extenuate the difgrace. In all their conflicts with other 
nations, they could boaft either of glory or profit, but where 
the dependencies of England were the objeét of attack, 
nothing but lofs and difappointment were the refult; and in 
the attack on Egypt, the great naval victory of Aboukir, and 
the fuccefsful campaign in 1801, achieved by Great Britain 
alone, fruftrated the fanguine hopes, and reftored the inor- 
dinate ambition of the republicans. Such motives were fuf- 
ficient to inflame with rancour the mind of every Frenchman, 
and, in the indulgence of that paflion, Frenchmen are never 
{crupulons votaries of truth; but Reynier had perfonal reafons 
for writing with unbounded acrimony. He was, as appears 
by his own narrative, a member of a faction hoftile to Menon, 
the fueceflor of Kleber; a faction which in the end became 
{o troublefome, that the eommander in chief was obliged to 
fend fome of its leaders, and Reynier among the number, 
prifoners to France. Thus inflamed by patriotic animofity 
on one fide, and perfonal hatred on the other, this writer has 
framed his recital ; continually taking care to inform his readers 
how ignorant and cowardly the Englifh were, and never fail- 
ing to remind them, that nothing but the greater ignorance 
and cowardice of Menou could have occafioned the difatiers 
of the republican troops. 

To elucidate the contradictory ftatements in thefe hif- 
tories, we fhall begin by noticing the affertions of Reynier, 
confronting them with the contradictory affirmations of Sir 
Robert Wilfon, his profefied antagonitt, and ufing the other 
two authors whofe works are before us, and fuch other docu- 
ments as can be collected on the fubject, as corroborating 
evidence. 

General Reynier defcribes the plan of his work in thefe 
terms ; 

“ [have thought it my duty to colleé& accurate materials for the 
hiflory of the latter period of the expedition to Egypt; and, al- 
though it is dificult to preferve perfect impartiality, when the writer 
treats of events in which he acted a part, I have made it my fludy never 
to lofe fight of it. 4u {peaking of the troops, I fhall uniformly have 
occafion to trace their conftancy and courage; but it is no longer 
a feries of brilliant victories like thofe under Bonaparte, that 1 have 
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todefcribe ; nor acampaign like that cf Heliopolis; what I have to 
relate is a feries of difatiers, It is due to the character of the army 
of the Katt to publith the caufes of theie mistortunes; that it may 
be known that, throughout, the troops fhewed themifelves worthy of 
their former reputation.” F 


On this profeffion of impartiality, and the manner in which 
Reynicr has obferved it, Sir Robert Wilfon makes the 
following remarks : 


“ Had General Reynier confined himfelf to the vindication of the 
honour of the French army, fuch an attempt would have been natu- 
ral and praife-worthy; but when perfonalities and illiberal afper- 
fions mark every obfervation, which is alfo as replete with error 
as inveteracy, indignation cannot be too firongly exprefied, and the 
maxim urged, which General Reynicr fhould have known better to 
appreciate, ‘ ‘That the calumniation of an enemy !s no evidence 
of courage.’ When an officer writes, he fhould remember that his 
military charaéer is involved, and that no violence of party can 
juftify a wilful pervertion of truth. As aman of honour, he thould 
be above demeaning himfelf by unjuftly traducing the conduét of 
his enemies. The Fuglifh Gazettes, and General Hutchinfon’s 
Orders, might have directed General Reynier to a nobler line oi 
conduct.” “ Still” (he adds) “ notwithttanding General Reynier’ 
injuftice, [ cannot conclude thefe remarks, without adding what is 
due to his talents, that the world has much reafon to regret that 
General Reynier did not exert his commanding abilities to invef- 
tigate and relate facts, and that various prejudices have prevented 
the military fervice from receiving that information which no officer 
was better qualified to give.” 

At the period treated of in thefe narrations, the French, ac- 
cuftomed to the country, and dreaded by its inhabitants, had 
conquered the difficulties which at firft oppofed their eftablifh- 
ment. The road through the defert of Syria was open to 
them; no enemy was apprehended but the Turks, who might 
penetrate into the interior, and raife the fanaticifin of the in- 
habitants; but the French were to be proteéted from the 
attacks of the Arabs, the inhabitants of Egypt, and a foreign 
euemy, by fortified potis, few in number and capable of that 
fervice, with fimall garrifons, that the army might not be 
weakened by too many detachments. Bonaparte had, before 
his departure, marked out the centre of military operations 
and magazines, the pofts on the frontiers and thote of commu- 
nication. He had alfo iormed on the Nile a marine, ftrong 
enough to prote¢t military movements and the neceflary con- 
voys. The conitruétion of fortifications was difficult ; the 
methods and refources were different from European ufage. 
Wood was wanting, tools fcarce, a great number having been 
lefi with the fleet: the troops, worn with fatigue, and a 
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rited for want of ftrong liquors, laboured reluétantly ; nor 
did the inhabitants cheerfully lend their aid to firangers who 
opprefled and infulted them: they could only be employed 
on the coarfeft parts of the labour, and were not eatily in- 
duced to accuftom themfelves to the ufe of European tools. 
Thefe circumftances, Reynier obferves, greatly retarded the 
fortifications ; yet they rofe with a rapidity which furprifed 
the inhabitants, and made a powerful impreflion in favour of 
the French. 

After the battle of Heliopolis, and the fiege of Cairo, the 
French army, Reynier obferves, was furrounded with the moft 
brilliant cireumftances. The troops well clothed, weil fed, 
aud regularly paid, were completely fatisfied with their fitua- 
tion. The rupture of the treaty of El Arifch had excited their 
indignation. The Turks were not formidable enemies. The 
contidence of the republicans in their governors was augment- 
ed, and the army was animated with anxious defires to pre- 
ferve the conqueit which they had achieved. The extraordi- 
nary contribations levied on Cairo, for what the French termed 
the revolt of the people, furnifhed means to pay the arrears of 
the army, incodbitig the foldiers pay; and the regulations 
adopted by Kleber introduced economy into the expenditure, 
diminifhed the charges of collection, and put a ftop to various 
extortions and dilapidations. 

The people of the country, on the contrary, aftonifhed and 
difpirited at the defeat of the Vizier of the Porte, the greatett 
perfonage to whom their knowledge extended, became con- 
vinced that all their endeavours to refift the French mutt be 
incffeétual; and the feverity with which infurrections were 
punilhed tended to confirm their peaceable difpofitions. 
Kleber had raifed a battalion of five hundred Cophts, whom he 
clothed in the French uniform, and, by encouraging the na- 
tives in general to enter the French demi-brigades, gained con- 
fiderable augmentations to his army, one demi-brigade alone 
having recruited and difciplined three hundred men. The 
Greeks volunteered into the French fervice; Bonaparte had 
railed two companies, and Kleber had augmented them to 
nearly fifteen hundred men. 

Ditferences of opinion had fubfifted between Kleber and 
Menou before the ailaffination of the former threw the com- 
mand of the army into the hands of the latter. Thofe 
generals who had been moft in the confidence of Kleber form- 
ed a party againit his fucceflor: they would gladly have pre- 
vented the confirmation ef his nomination; but not fucceeding 
in that, they ufed ali their addrefs to embarrafs his pro- 
ceedings, to render the an difaffegied, and to give fuch a 
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turn to the regret naturally felt for Kleber and Deffaix as 
would intreduce comparifons difadvantageous to Menon. 

In inquiring into the events which attended the Britith 
expedition, the relative force of the two armies becomesa na- 
tural fubjeét of preluninary inveftigation, That of the French 
is not detailed with fufficient accuracy by Sir Robert Wilfon 
or by Mr, Walth, though the retult of both their enumera- 
tions is, that it greatly exceeded that of the Englith. Rey- 
nier, in a table annexed to his work, makes the number of 
troops capable of taking the ficld, but fpread over Egypt, 
amount to 27,644, but he mikes no allowance for women and 
children ; they were probably not very numerous; but including 
them, Captain Wailh makes the total French force 30,050, 
from which he deducis, evidently by guefs, 10,000 for women, 
children, and non-combatants, ieaving a refidue of 20,950, be- 
ing confiderably lefs.than the number admitted by Reyzier, 
who in effectives, garrifon troops, officers, arti lery men, dri- 
vers, &c. efiimates Menou’s force at 24,864, exciufive of the 
1128 Coplits, Syrians, and Greeks, the fick, the civil agents, 
and the men of fcience. Sir Robert Wilion rates the French 
force at a greater amount than either of the other authors; 
for from the details of killed and captured in different battles 
and fieges, he produces a total of 32, 80 individuals on the 
military, and 768 on the civil eiiabiilhment; including 760 
auxiliaries embarked, but exclufive of the Cophtic battalions 
* diibanded at Cairo, and 600 deferters altogether, alfo wo- 
men and children.” The diiference in the ftatements of Sir 
Robert Wilfon and Captain Walth is more remarkable, as 
both muti have drawn their information from the fame fources, 
and as Captain Walth allows the aumbers who marched out 
of Cairo and Alexandria to have been 25,500, while Sir Robert 
Wilfon ettimates them only at 24,788; but Sir Robert Wil- 
fon exceeds Captain Walfh in the account of killed and pii- 
joners, and adds to his number a-computation, probably very 
moderate, that 1500 of the enemy died of the plague and 
other difeafes fubfequently to the landing of the Englith. It 
is not poiiible to reconcile, or even account, for the great va- 
riance between the two Englifh authors, unlefs we fuppole 
Sir Robert Wilfon intended, in the paifage above cited, to in- 
clude women and children, whom, by the conftruétion of the 
paragraph, he appears to éxclude; and in that cafe, allowing 
for the 150® who: Captain Walfh evidently omits, the differ- 
ence is not contiderable. 
~ With refpect to the Britifh, or rather allied force, employed 
in the courte of the expedition, Reynier has ufed every art 
ta make the number appear greater than it was, as la al 
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lectively as on each feparate fervice. He eftimates the whole 
Englith army, including all reinforcements, at 23,400 men ; 
the troops from India at Gooo ; the corps of the Captain Pacha 
at 6000; the Vizier’s army at 28,300, and the men landed 
irom the various fleets, to aflift the troops and the natives who 
joined the Grand Vizier, at 27,000; making, according to him, 
‘a force of 90,700 men, to act againft the 27,644, who contti- 
tuted all the numerial mufter of his countrymen. On this 
point we are not able to refute his affirmations by official ftate- 
ments; but Sir Robert Wilfon makes the following obferva- 
tions, which are, in general, evidently well founded, and 
where the computation of numbers alone is in queftion, enti- 
tled to more confidence than the aflertions of Reynier, when 
it is confidered that the Englifh hifiorian, writing in a free 
country, expofes himfelf to be refuted by every one capable 
of producing a contradiétory fact; while, from the fiate of 
the prefs in France, the author who has the addrefs to render 
his compofitions agreeable to government, need not feel alarm- 
ed at the perils of inveftigation. 

“ In the returns of ftrength,” Sir Robert Wilfon obferves, “ no- 
thing can be more inaccurate than General Reynier. He ftates 
the following to have been the number of particular corps in 
Egypt : 

Corfican Rangers- - - - - 400 Truereturn 209 

Iluffars of Hompefch - - - 300 140 

11th regiment of dragoons - - 500 55 

Marines - - - - = = = 2000 4006 

Britith artillery with the Vizier, 500 39 
including artificers- 

Sailors doing duty in the batteries 500 300 


ee —_—— 


4200 1143 


. 


“ With regard to his ftatement of the combined force acting 
againft Egypt, his obfervations are very fuperficial, fince no confi- 
derable part of General Baird’s army reached Coffeir before the 8th 
of June; for Colonel Murray’s arrival at the latter end of May 
with a few men, cannot be deemed a reinforcement on the fcale 
General Reynier withes to make the application: nor did the In- 
dian army join General Hutchinfon until after the fall of Alexan- 
dria. The Britifh troops, therefore, who conquered Egypt, taking 
the furrender of Cairo as the epoch when the country was reduced, 
and which muit be fo confidered, were thofe who originally landed 
under the command of Sir Ralph Abercromby, to whom, inde- 
pendently of 1000 men, who came from Malta at the latter end of 
. May, and the detachment of the 86th regiment of Suez, 150 men, 

no reinforcement arrived; and which army, the French nearly 
doubled in numbers, exclufive of the vaft fuperiority which pofiel- 
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fion of the country, a powerful cavalry and artillery, afforded them 
The Turks, rth g altogether muti nét be excluded from a 
fhare in the triumph; bui General Reynier exaggerates their num- 
bers; and although they did contribute greatly to the fuccefs, till 
we mutt remember that this 1s the firft occafion where their hordes 
have been honoured with any reipectful attention by the French ; 
yet alfo muft we conteis that there is more reafon after General Be \. 
liard’s defeat t; which affair, however, a fuperior Generel Officer de- 
fcribed with much humour, “as a parcel of fheep running from 
dogs without teeth.” 

If, however, any doubt fhould remain on this fubject beyond 
that which applies to accuracy of enumeration, General Rey- 


nier removes it himfelf in the Firft Chapter of the Third Part 
of his work, where he fays, 


“ The Englith Minifters fent pofitive orders to the Englith Ge- 
neral to act againft Egypt; but the Turks were not in hajie to move in 
concert with them: they equally feared the fucceis of their allies, 
and their defeat. The Vizier, ftill difmayed at the recollection of 
the battle cf Heliopolis, dreading to expofe himfelf to new dif- 
afters, was abfolutely refolved not to march, till the fucce/s of the Eng- 
lifh had opened the way to him. His authority was contemned in the 
greater part of the province of Syria. ‘To form an army and ma- 
gazines, he had only the reinforcements and the convoys that he 
received from the capital. The Captain Pacha was at Conftanti- 
nople with part of his fleet. He inclined to treat with the French 
rather than again to incur the hazards of an expedition, and waited 
the iffue of the irrefolution of the Porte.” 


On the arrival of the Engtifh fleet off the coaft of Egypt, 
differences of opinion feem to have prevailed between Menon, 
and Reynier and his party. Reynier, verbally and in writing, 
enforced the neceflity of a¢ting with the whole army againtt 
the Englith, infifting that the Vizier would make no attempt 
againit Cairo in the abfence of the French, or, even if he did, 
that he might ea ifily be expelled after the defeat of the Eng- 
lifh. General Menou was of a different opinion, and, knowing 
the difpofition of the inhabitants, was defirous of defending 
every point of the territory allotted to him to command. In 
favour of Reynicr’s plan may be alleged all the fuccefles which 
attended Bonaparte and the Archduke Charles in the me- 
morable campaign of 1796 in Italy and Germany, with many 
other emiment inftances; and perhaps the ultimate ill fortune 
of Menou will, by many, be regarded as a full ftronger argu- 
meni; but {till fome allowances fhould be made for the pecu- 
liar local know ledge poffeffed by Menou, and for his jena 


of the very man w vho, without being {olicited, was fo forward 
in giving his advice, 
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The Englith force, detained feven days by bad weather in 
ficht of Alexandria, was at length enabled to effect a landing 
at Aboukir: 5850 troops, according to Reynier (and in this 
fiatement he does not materially vary from Sir Robert Wil- 
fon, though Captain Walfh makes the number rather lefs than 
5000) were embarked in boats to eifeét a landing, in defiance 
of the oppofition of 2500 according to Captain Walfh, 2000 
according to Sir Robert Wilfon, or according to Reynier 
1730 Frenchmen, “ pofied on the top of the fand-hills, form- 
ing the coneave arch of a circle on the front of about a mile, 
in the centre of which elevated itfelf a nearly perpendicular 
height of fixty yards, apparently inacceilible.” Thete heights 
were moreover defended by twelve, or, according to Reynier, 
ten pieces of cannon, and by the artillery in the cattle of Abou- 
kir. “ The quantity of fhot and fhells which was difcharged,” 
{ays Sir Robert Wilfon, “as the boats approached, and 
thowers of grape and mufquetry, feemed fo to plough the fur- 
face of the water, that nothing on it could live.” {a {pite of 
this oppofition, however, the Britifh troops did effect a land- 
ing, and carried every point by their fpirit and perfeverance. 
Revnier afierts that the French troops were too weak to op- 
poie the landing of an army which had at its difpofal a prodi- 
gious quantity of boats, and the whole force of the Britith 
fleet, Sir Kobert Wilfon, on the contrary, thinks it meceflary 
toxpologize for the apparent rafhnefs of the enterprize, ob- 
frying, that from a confideration of the enemy’s ftrength, 
and an obfervation ef the map, military men mut aflow that 
a landing in the face of fuch a pofition was nearly impractica- 
ble, and treating the conqueft as one of thofe fingular phe- 
nomena which oceafionally occur to animate the brave with 
a confidence, that brilliant exertions, fupported by perfevering 
§ courage, may furmount mathematical improbabilities, and 
{hatch a victory where cold calculation would predict a certain 
defeat. ; 

In the different narratives of this event we are firuck by the 
candour of the Britifh writers, and the flagrant mif-fiatements of 
Reynier. Sir Robert Wilfon allows that the French defend- 
ed themfelves with great firmneds, and feems to confider the 
victory almoft as a miracle; and Captain, Walfh pays many 
compliments to the bravery of the enemy. Reynier, on the 
contiary, fupprefling many particulars of the itrength of the 
pofition occupied by his countrymen, afcribes the tucceis of 
the Englith entirely to numbers, to their ficet, and the faults 
of Menoy; and endeavours to depreciate the valour of the 
Britith foldiery, by ftating that “ The failors rowed fianding 
4ith incredible vigow, and without regarding the < - 
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French artillery, while the troops lay at the bottom of the 
boats.” 

On this malignant calumny Sir Robert Wilfon makes the 
following remarks : 

“ What kind of hoats’mufi thofe flats have been, which would 
have allowed of fuch an extenfion? Is it poffible that any one can 
be ignorant of the necetlity of troops, in all debarkations, wedging as 
clofe as poffible together in an upright pofition; or how could fifty 
men be carried in each boat? Malignity fhould always thus defeat 
itfelf. No Britith foldier would detract, in the fmallett degree, from 
praife juftly conferred on the navy; but the feamen themielves will 
indignantly reject fuch ungenerous and malevolent applaufe.” 


Captain Walth, having evidently in view the mifreprefenta- 
tions of Reynier, though he does not enter into a perfonal 
contefi with him, explicitly ttates that each flat-bottomed boat 
contained about fifty men, exclufive of the failors employed 
in rowing. The foldiers were ordered to fit down on the bot- 
tom, holding their firelocks between their knees 

It is not the office of reviewers to follow the accounts of the 
different narrators which defcribe, on the part of the French, 
the refolution, too tardily adopted, perhaps, of General Menou, 
to fend reinforcements to Alexandria, and the meafures pur- 
jued by the Englith fur the purpofe of eftablifhing themfelves, 
firengthening their pofition, atid landing their artillery, la- 
bours which were much impeded by the want of cavalry, but 
forwarded by the unremitting exertions of the military and 
the failors. We cannot, however, avoid noticing fome ftate- 
ments which are made by the rival writers of the ation of the 
13th March. 

That the French were ftrongly pofted on the heights near 
Alexandria, and that they felt futliciently confident in the 
reinforcements they had received, and in their own immente- 
ly fuperior cavalry and artillery, to attempt, on the 12th, to 
prevent the advance of the Britifh army towards Lake Maadie, 
are facts in which both parties agree. On the next day the 
great battle was fought, in which the Britifh troops, with fo 
much bravery and perfeverance, expelled the enemy from theit 
ftrong pofts. In the details of the engagement Reynier does 
not vary materially from the accounts of the Britifh authors, 
except in fome imprudent and evidently ridiculous gafco- 
nades of particular aéts of valour in the republicans, and falfe 
accounts of two battalions of Englifh troops laying down their 
arms. Reynier, however, cannot deny the fuccefs which at- 
tended the exertions of his opponents, nor do the Englifh 
writers palliate the melancholy faét that from 1100 to’ 1300 
of their brave men were killed and wounded, while the lof e 
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the French did not exceed 500, or at the utmoft 700. This 
difproportion is juftly attributed by Captain Walfh to the in- 
calculable advantage poffefled by the French in 


A numerous and admirably ecg fiving artillery, which 
kept up a very dettructive fire upon us; which enalading the depths 
of our coh ums, and ricochetting icon divifion to divifion, caufed 
creat havoc in our ranks.”—‘ “Our mo tions,” he obferves, “ were 
jlow, we being often obliged to halt for the artillery, which not 
being drawn by horfes, but by men, was dragged with great difi- 
eulty and labour through the he: avy fands. Dunng theie intervals, 
the enemy, whom we fo irced ever y where to give way, re gularly ral- 
lied, and, bringing up’ their flying artillery, galled us bitterly : but 
as foon as we were again in motion, they - wheeled about “with 
them, and going off full gallop, took, at a diftance, a new pofition 
jor an noying us.” 


The lofs was augmented by a paufe of feveral hours after 
taking of the firft range of heights, during which Sir Ralph 
apes reconno! itred, and finally refolved not to atiack 

e fecond hills, they being comm anded, as he conceived, by 
two forts. During this awful interval, the men were ordered 
to it down, and the enemy “ began to ‘play,” Sir Robert Wil- 
{on relates, 

“ From all their field artillery and heavy ordnance. General 
lutchinion’s column found fome fhelter from the inequalities of 

ground, and the referve was protected by the broken furface of 
foil on the right, although the French advanced two field pieces 
othe Mole-hill in front of the left againft them. The centre re- 
mained totally expofed. Whilit Sir Ralph Abercromby recon- 

ired, the army continued under the mott terrible and deftruétive 
fire from the enemy’s guns to which troops were ever expofed. The 
work of death was never more quick, or greater opportunity afford- 
| for deftruétion. The French, no longer in danger, had only to. 
load and fire: aim was unneceffary ; the builets could not but do 
their office, and plunge into the lines. For feveral hours did the 
. ‘oh remain patiently fuffering this exterminating fire, and never 
rayed the leaft irrefolution. Ifa word was he ard, it contained 
a iwith to be led on to the affault.” ‘ Whole files,” fays Cap- 
tun Walth, “ were every inftant {wept down, and the chafm it occa- 
tioned as fpeedily filled up.” 

It “e in the higheft degree irritate the furvivors of this 
action. filled with admiration of the. troc ps they led, to read 
luch accounts as thofe of Reynier, who, in every paragraph, 
allims or infinuates that they wanted courage ; while the Eng- 
ih officers ftate fuch undeniable proofs of their refolution and 
perleverance, adding, that their movements were with the 
lame fleadinefa and accuracy as if at .a.review in England. 


While we perceive this difingenuous difpofition in Rey os to. 
depre- 
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depreciate the valour of thofe who conquered the army which 
formed the boafi of France, we cannot hefitate in pronouncing 
to the difadvantage of his veracity in the ftatement of numbers, 
where, for the purpofe of tarnithing the laurels of the Britith 
army, he magnifies their number to 16,000 infantry, 2000 
marines from ‘the fleet, 200 horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon; 
and reduces the Frene h force to 3850 infantry, 520 cavalry, 
and 21 pic ees of artillery. We are more inc Jined, from the 
temper fo conftantly difplayed by the French writer, to believe 
Captain Walth to be in the right; who ftates the Britith force 
altogether at 14,000, and that of the enemy at nearly 7000. 


“ But though fo much fuperior 3 in point of numbers,” he obferves, 
“ we laboured under great difadvantage from our defici iency in ca- 
valry and artillery, in both of which the French had a decided fu Ipe- 
riority. We had not two hundred and fifty cavalry moun ted, a and 
thofe fo wretchedly as to be fcarcely able to aét. ‘They had upw: 
of fix hundred, mounted oa excellent and well-trained hortfes. “h 
artillery their fuperiority was ftill more contiderable ; as ri had 
in the field nearly forty pieces of cannon, and moft of them curric! 
guns; while the few that we had were ilow ly, and with difficul 
dragged along by failors and foldiers.” 


In the relation of the battle of the 21ft March, Reynicr, 
equally anxious to inculpate Menou, who had arrived from 
Cairo with reinforcements, and to detraé from the merits of 
the Britifh troops, tells a confufed and contradidory fiory. 
The battle was fought by a700 Frenchmen, including 1500 

cavalry, with 40 er of cannon, againft a Britifh army 
which, according to Sir Robert Wilfon’s ftatement, did not 
yield an effective frength of 10,000 men. Thefe were placed 
m a ttrong poiition, but the French, from their commanding 
heights, had been able to afcertain all the points on which an 
attempt could be made, and even to enumerate every redoubt 
which had been raifed. The project of a furprife was partly 
frultrated by the extraordinary precaution of Sir Ralph Aber- 
eromby, who eauied all his “troops to be under arms before 
day-light ; and partly by the eagernefs of General Lanulle, 
who did not allow time for the feint on the left to take efleé, 
beiore he difclofed the real intention of the General by a 
furious charge on the right. The refuli of the confliét was 
the lofs of 6 officers and 233 men killed ; 63 officers and 1219 
men wounded and mifling on the fide of the Englith, and 
about 4000 men flain and wounded of their opponents. 
‘he Britth troops had to regret their brave leader, Sit 
Ralph Abercromby, who, in a few days, expired in confe- 
quence of his wounds. The French were deprived of Ge- 
xerals Lanufle, Bandot, and Roize, and feveral — were 
elpe- 
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defperately wounded. They loft alfo the celebrated ftandard 
of the regiment which Bonaparte proudly termed invincible. 
The ob{ervations on this fevere conflict and its various circwn- 
fiances, belong rather to military men than peaceable critics ; 
bul thofe which the narrative of General Reynier has extorted 
from Sir Robert Wilfon deferve to be attentively confidered 
by perfons who read tor the fake of attaining truth, and not in 
the hope of difplaying an affected impartiality by extravagant 
applauies of the enemies of their country. 


“ General Reynier,” he obferves, “ whofe hiftory is from begjn- 
ning to end a tiffue of untruths, attempts to infinuate ‘ that General 
Hutchinfon improperly remained a tranquil fpectator of the action, 
with 6000 men oppofed to $00 ;’ but had General Hutcisinfon made 
amove with the left wing he would have broken the polition, and 
merited every difafter. His duty was to remain, in fuch an action, 
where the fuperiority of cavalry and artillery was fo prodigioully in 
favour of the enemy, on the defenfive ; and nothing could have jufti- 
tied the quitting of his lines but a pofitive order from the commander 
inchief for a combined general movement. How many battles 
have been loft by an indifcretion, the non-exiftence only of which, 
in this infiance, General Revnier has a right to deprecate. His 
aflertion is juft, that the battle was fought by the right of the Eng- 
liharmy only ; and he thus entangles himfelf in befiowing praife 
where he meant to traduce. ‘The Freach army, according to his 
account, was nine thoufand feven hundred men ftrong, including 
fifteen hundred cavalry, with forty-tix pieces of cannoa. The Bri- 
tith force, reduced by their loffes in the actions of the 8th and 13th, 
by the men taken away for the care of the wounded, by the abfence 
of the marines, and 26th difmounted dragoons, at Aboukir, did not 
yield an effective ftrength of 10,000 men, including three hundred 
cavalry. The half of that number refitted the concentrated attack 
of the French army, exclutive of eight hundred men on its right, and 
by their own immediate valour and exertions gained the battle. 
But Genera] Reynier will not find an univerfal fentiment of appro- 
bation as to the conduét of the French right on that day, even in his 
ownarmy, The moft dijtinguifhed officers have coincided with what was 
epparent to the Englijh, that the right did not fixpport at any moment 
(and there were fome advantageous opportunities) the exertions of 
the left, or cover its difcomfitures. But perhaps the Gazette account, 
which flates that the French right was always kept refujed, has goaded 
General Reynier, who commanded it, and who thus, without equal foun- 
dation, retorts. General Menou directed the right to be thrown 
back only until the left and centre were warmly engaged; and even 
i his orders were not fo explicit, General Reynier muft know that 
iN an attacking army no politive arrangements can be made, and 
that a general muft, and fhould, a¢t frequently on his own refponfi- 
bility from momentary circumftances. It is in vain he attempts to 
detra¢t from the honour of this victory; nor will his mifreprefenta- 
hon of the 42d regiment crouching ventre é terre under the cayalry, 

find 
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find credit any where, fince the bravery of the Scottifh regiment has 
this war been too frequently witnefied. With more implicit faith 
will it, however, be believed, that many of the French troops were 
in a ftate of intoxication, a habit which has been too frequent this 
war, and which originates in the iffue of fpirits always before a pre. 
arranged attack. But noexcufe can be formed for the officers, one 
of whom, and of rank, was fo tipfy when taken, as to be the object of 
general derifion. It muft, however, be ftated that the French fol- 
diers, whatever might be the incitement, were extremely gallant, 
and amongfi the wounded feveral traits of heroifm was difplayed.” 


Thefe were the principal contefis, and thofe in which the ni- 
litary prowefs of the Englifh was moft con{picuous, and there. 
fore thofe refpecting which the greateft differences prevail, 
The authors of both nations relate the fubfequent faéts, the ad- 
vance.of tlie Britifh forces after the conjunction with the Cap- 
tain Pacha, the capture of different forts, and the fiege and 
furrender of the great towns, with confiderable variations, oc- 
cafioned frequently by the different fources from which the 
writers derived their information, and fometimes by the great 
anxiety of Reynier to produce reflections unfavourable to the 
condué& of Menou. This writer concludes his work with 
high compliments to his own countrymen, and afperfions 
on their conquerors. 

Having thus noticed the general tendency of thefe works, 
fo far as they concur in a common object, we proceed to ex2- 
mine their feparate and peculiar merits. General Reynier is 
allowed by Sir Robert Wilfon, who is a candid and liberal op- 
ponent, to poflefs great talents, commanding abilities, and 
eminent qualifications to impartinformation. Of the motives 
which appear to have warped his integrity as a_hiftorian, 
enough has already been faid ; and it would be an unpardon- 
able extenfion of this article to recapitulate the account of his 
quarrel with Menou, which terminated in his being dent pr- 
foner to France. 

In the Introduction to his work he has given an able, though 
fuccinét, Account of the Country, its Inhabitants, and the 
Changes produced in both by the Invafton of the French. 
The Narration and Defcription are fimple and forcible, but 
the Obfervations are often {trongly coloured by the prejudices 
or the vain glory of the writer. A ludicrous inftance occuts 
in the following obfervation : 

“ The qualities the Arabs hold in the higheft eftimation are, 
franknefs aud courage. One of the greateft eulogiums they can give 
a man is to fay of bim, that ‘ he has but oné tongue.’ They were 
little accuftomed, before the arrival of the French, to find that quality 
«mong the majters of Egypt !!!” 

In 
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{un another place the author, after decanting on the Means 
of Improving the State of Egypt, and obferving that it can 
only be effeéted by a foreign force, pofiefling the government, 
fays, ; 

“ But to this end it was neceffary to fludy the temper of this people, 
to gain their efteem, love, and veneration, which alone could give the zo- 
cerament a moral force fuficient to eftablifh and confolidate new iytitu- 
tiuxs ;” and thefe things could be effected only fucceflively and flow- 
ly. It was at the time the French had, in part, acquired in Egypt 
the knowledge and moral afcendancy on which fuccefs depended, 
that they abandoned Egypt; and peace, which reftores tranquillity 
to every other people, is no benefit to the inhabitants of Egypt. 
They will return to their inteftine divifions, and plunge again into 
barbarifm.” 


Surely, if the horrible recolleétions with which the fubject 
is attended would permit any thing like levity, no man-could 
refrain from a {mile at being thus pomponfly told that maila- 
cre wantonly committed, rapes and robberies without number, 
the abolition of all accuftomed autiorities, and the fubfiitution 
of bayonets and tri-coloured fearts, formed a fuccef{Sful mode 
of fludying the temper of a people, gaining their ejieem, love, 
and veneration, and procuring for government a moral force. 
How far thefe methods had fucceeded, may be learnt from the 
zeal and affection with which the natives ferved and fupplied 
ihe Englifh ; from the eagernefs with which an Arab difco- 
vered to them, on their landing, a clefed well, which had been 
cerefully concealed from the French ; from the perfeverance 
of the people in fending fupplies to the Britifh camp, though 
tie republicans denounced the penalty of death againft fuch 
an offence ; and the alacrity of au Arab in fending to Sir Sid- 
ney Smith notice of General Menou’s arrival, and his intended 
ailault on the 21ft of March. 

The tranflation of this work is moderately well executed ; 
a few Gallicifms are its greateft blemifhes. It is adorned only 
with a Map of Lower Egypt. 


On the peculiar characteriftics of Lieutenant Anderfon’s 
work we fhall only obferve, that it was intended to afford to 
the publie the earlieft information on a fubjeét on which all 
claves of men were anxioufly curious. It commences with 
the failing of the Britifh expedition from the Downs; and in- 
cludes, not only details refpecting the army in Egypt, but of 
all the tranfactions relative to Malta. As more correét ac- 
counts have been fince exhibited, and written in a ftyle fupe- 
tier te Mr, Anderfon’s work, it can now only be confidered asa 

chrono- 
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chronological arrangement of events, fupported by letters 
from the gazettes, official returns, general orders, and fpeeches 
in parliament. The ornaments are, plans of Malta and Mar. 
morice Bay, and feven views drawn by Lieutenant Anderfon, 
and tolerably well engraved. 

Sir Robert Wilfon begins his preface by deprecating feve- 
rity of criticifin, and appealing to the confideration and cap- 
dour of the learned, among whom he does not prefume to rank 
himielf; obferving, that the writings of a foldier cannot affe¢ 
the credit of literature. This apology was not altogether un- 
necefiary, nor abfolutely requifite in its fullextent. There 
are in his book faults which may convince the reader that it 
is not the produétion of an experienced author ; but the general 
fiyle and manner of his writing fufficiently prove him not only 
to be a man of found fenfe and accurate obfervation, but alfo 
a refpeétable {cholar. Having made this remark, we cheer- 
fully comply with his requeft, and abandon the leatt' pleafant 
and leatt infiructive part of our office, that of anatomizing 
fentences, and caviliing about the choice of words, to pay ai- 
tention to the peculiar information which Sir Robert Wilfon 
has been able to communicate. 

In the courfe of his narrative he has, as we have feen, taken 
feveral occafions, where time or place called forth particular 
recolleétions, to contradi¢t the faliehoods of the French naira- 
tions of eyents, and expofe fome of the horrors attending the 
career of Bonaparte. Thus, at Aboukir he contradiéts the 
pompous romance, written to the executive directory by Bo- 
naparte, and repeated as hiftory by Berthier ; and fhews that 
the 17,000 Turks fuppofed to have been vanquithed at that 
place, 10,000 being driven into the fea, confitied in faét of no 
more than 8,000; of whom 4,000 were killed, 2000 efcaped, 
and 2000 were made prifoners. 

The mafiacre of 3,800 prifoners at Jaffa, and the _poifoning 
of 580 of his own fick, by order of Bonaparte, left they fhould 
encumber the army, are given in Sir Robert Wilfon’s narra- 
tive as undoubted facts; but as they have been fo often before 
the public, we forbear tranfcribing the paflages in which they 
are recorded. 

Turning with pleafure from the contemplation of thefe hor- 
rors, we notice the character of the celebrated Morad Bey, 
one of the few extraordinary perfonages of whom Egypt had 
to boaft, and of whom the following account is given. 

“ A few days before a meffenger had arrived from Morad Bey. 
with an aniwer to a letter fent from the Englifh commander in 
chief, accompanied by the Grand Signor’s firman, and Captain 
Pacha’s guarantee of protection. He aflured the Englith —— 
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that if his army advanced toward Cairo, he would join him, but 
obferved, that he dare not make a decifive movement previoufly ; 
and in a letter to Sir Sydney he wrote, ‘ How can I be attached 
to the French ? Have they not deprived me of my fovereignty, my 
honour and revenue? But it is on the Englith faith alone I can de- 
pend: the Turks haveno right to my confidence.’ Alluding to the 
hoftility of the Turks againft him, and the unnatural inveteracy of 
people who profeffed the fame faith, he beautifully exprefies him- 
{elf, ‘ Melancholy is it to reflect, that the arrow which has ftuck in 
the eagle’s wing was an arrow made of an eagle’s feather,’ The 
Beys and Mamelukes regretted the death of this extraordinarily 
creat man fincerely ; and when they buried him at Saouague, near 
Tahta, they paid the compliment to his valour of breaking his fabre 
into his grave, as an expreffion that none of them was worthy after 
him to wear hisarms. General Reynier’s ftatement of his charac- 
ter fhall be given, fince the French had moft communication with 
him, and therefore fhould know his charaéter beft. 

— Morad Bey was no ordinary man; he poflefied, in ah emi- 
nent degree, the virtues and the weakneffes which attach to that 
point of civilization the Mamalukes are arrived at. Abandoned to 
all the impetuofity of his paffions, in his firft emotions he was ter- 
rible; but his vehemence frequently fubfided in extreme weaknefs. 
Gifted by nature with that afcendancy of character which marks 
men for empire, he poffefied the inftin¢ét to command, without any 
knowledge of the duties ofa governor. Prodigal and rapacious, he 
lavithed all on his friends, and then opprefied the people to fupply 
his own wants. To thefe general traits muft be added, an extraor- 
dinary ftrength of body, a courage not to be daunted, and a confi- 
dence fuperior to misfortune, which never for a moment deferted 
him in all the numerous crifes of his diftracted life. 

“ Morad Bey had fought for his independence as long as there 
was profpect of fuccefs ; but deferted by the Turks *, and prefied 
by General Deffaix, he had no other alternative than to be driven 
from the whole of his goverument, or compromife for a part; and 
he judicioufly chofe the moment to treat, when his means ftill 
made his alliance defirable to the French: but he never was in 
heart reconciled to them ; his religion and pride forbad the frrend- 
thip, independent of other motives.” — 

“ The following anecdote is alfo related; the caufe of his perfo- 
nal inveteracy againft them. Some French officers of rank affem- 
bled at the houfe of Madame Morad Bey, the widow of the great 
Ali Bey, who entertained them with all the hofpitality the could 
poflibly manifett; and, as they retired, prefented the young Beau- 
haraois with a ring of confiderable value. A few days afterward, 
2 contribution was laid on her property, of far greater extent than 
her proportion had previoufly been fixed at, and much beyond her 





* He had information of a perfon being even appointed to affaf- 
finate him, Sir R. W. 
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means to pay. On complaint being made, the received for anfwer, 
* that as it was underftood fhe ftill pofleffed very coftly ornaments, 
_no mitigation could be pleaded.’ This exaction then appeared to 
be founded on the prefent fhe had fo generoufly, but, as it proved, 
imprudéntly, given to the relative of Bonaparte, with the motive 
of thewing honour to that general. As fuch it was confidered as 
the groffett breach of faith and hofpitality ; nor could Morad Bey 
ever {peak of the tranfaction without the bittereft expreffions of in- 
dignation.” 

_InSir Robert Wilfon’s work we meet with occafional de. 
{criptions of the ftate of fociety, and accommodations (if, in- 
deed, any thing fubfifting among the Arabs can be called by 
that name) in the cities and in the country ; but the author 
declines giving a view of the interior regulations and general 
fyftem, referring the reader to General Reynier, with a frank 
and liberal acknowledgment of his great abilities, where his 
knowledge and talents were not, as in his military hiftory, 
fettered with prejudice. 

Wherever he is led by the progrefs of events, Sir Robert 
Wilfon inftructs his reader by occafional obfervations on the 
moft prominent objects of curiofity. His defcriptions of the 
pyramids,-the {phynx, the mummy pits, and the bird pits in 
the neighbourhood of Cairo, are interefting, and contain « 
confiderable portion of information, if not of novelty, ina 
compendious form. Similar praife is due to the manner in 
Which, after relating the reduction of Alexandria, he defcribes 
Cleopatra’s Needles and Pompey’s Pillar, of which accurate 
dimenfions are given; and a due tribute is paid to the inge- 
nuity of two Britifh officers, who, after a labour of three 
weeks, by taking advantage of that portion of the day whea 
the fun was favourable to their attempt, deciphered an in- 
fcription which had baffled the refearches of the French /c- 
vans, and even extorted from them an opinion that it wa 
impoffible. 

{n a review of the moral and-phyfical ftate of Egypt fubjoined 
to his work, Sir Robert Wilfon confiders it as a place of the 
ntmoft importance, both ia a commercial and military point ot 
view, and neceflary to England, not as an acquifition of wealth 
or aggrandizement, but for fecurity. He propofes meafures, 
therefore, for the fecurity of Alexandria; the poffeffion of 
which, he alleges, would be more beneficial than that of the 
whole colony. At what time explicit declarations from the 
powers of Europe will render tie difcuffion of this fpeculation 
neceflary, it is not eafy to forefee; but at prefent it does nol 
appear requifite to inveftigate the motives of policy which 
thould impel the Britifh government to, or deter them from, 
the adoption of Sir Robert Wilfon’s plan. Th 
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The difeafes of Egypt are ftated to be numerous and dread- 
ful. The plague is lefs tremendous fince the bold experiments 
of European phyficians have afcertained, that it is neither fo 
{uperior to medical fkill, nor fo extenfively contagious, as fear 
and ignorance had reprefented it; but ftill it 1s fufficiently 
formidable to occafion well-founded alarms, though it is inti- 
mated that a good European government might hope in time 
for its total extermination. Ophthalmia is another difeafe of 
the moft terrific defcription: the anguifh of the affeéted part 
is fo acute as almoft to produce delirium ; and, in Egypt, every 
fitth inhabitant has loft one eye, many both. All the chil- 
dren have fore eyes; and Europeans do not efcape better. 
The Englith, during their fhort ftay, had one hundred and 
fixty rendered totally blind, and two hundred irrecoverably 
deprived of one eye. The difeafe originates, it is believed, in 
nitrous particles emitted from the ground by the force of the 
fun: its extirpation can f{earcely be expected, and it has been 
difeovered to be highly infectious. The dyfentery is a twin 
evil with ophthalmia: it is imputed by fome to the water of 
the Nile; but Sir Robert Wilfon afcribes it more to diet, and 
noft to checked perfpiration. 

“ In Egypt,” he fays, “ every thing which is eaten tends to pro- 
mote acrimonious humours. The poultry of the country, from 
being unnaturally forced in ovens, feem to have the fources of 
health aud growth dried up, never exceeding the fize of a pigeon: 
their bodies yield only fkin and bone, between which are lumps of 
rank fat, extremely naufeous and unwholefome: the eggs are very 
heavy, and often occafion ficknefs. Buffalo meat is indigeftible, 
and the mutton not very good, The oily food of the common in- 
habitants ftill more weakens the inteftines, and produces a difpofi- 
tion to bile ; but the principal caufe of dyfentery is checked perfpi- 
ration. The foldiers crowded into the Nile when their bodies were 
pouring out ftreams of moifture, indifferent to the confequences of 
which they were fo frequently warned. At night a damp air chilled 
thofe who did not fecure themfelves by covering; and during the 
march to Cairo, frequently fifty men per day, feized with the ma- 
lady, were obliged to leave the army.” 

Béfide thofe already mentioned, Sir Robert Wilfon enume- 
rates, among the difeafes of Egypt, a cutaneous diforder, ex- 
tremely difagreeable, but not dangerous : /eprofy, of the worft 
{pecies :—elephantiafis, very common, and of the wortt fort, 
{welling the legs larger than a common bed-boliter :—hernia, 
extremely frequent :—/yphilis of the moft malignant kind : 
—dropfy, fore heads, worms, and liver complaints, very fre- 
quent. : 

He alfo gives us a catalogue of the minor plagues of Egypt. 

ats in extraordinary abundance, which the inhabitants of 
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fome villages near Rofetta eat :—flies and other infeéts nine. 
yous beyond credibility :—fleas in fuch quantities, that in 
twelve hours clean linen was covered with thoufands of {pots of 
blood :—lice, of every fpecies :—mufquitoes and gnats, whole 
bite was particularly venomous:—fcorpions and centipedes; 
the fting painful and producing tumour, but not dangerous :— 
and locufts, very deftructive. 

This work, fo honourable to the talents, the indufiry, and 
the patriotilm of the author, concludes with an ample appen- 
dix of papers and documents in fupport and illufiration of the 
narrative ; and it is adorned with a map of the Wetiern branch 
of the Nile, plans of the battle of the 21ft of March, the affair 
of Rahmanie, and the inveftment of Cairo, and a portrait of 
Sir Ralph Abercromby. 


Captain Walfh ftates, that “his fituation affording him a 
particularly favourable opportunity of knowing many thing: 
with accuracy, either from his own obfervation, or from av- 
thentic documents, it was his conftant practice to commit 
them to paper daily as they occurred.” He was alfo afliftedin 
the execution of his work by the kindnefs of feveral brother 
officers, who were prefent in various parts where operation 
were proceeding at the fame time. 

“ All he aims to give,” he fays, “is a fimple narrative of the 
events that occurred from the 24th of Oétober 1800, the day on 
which failing orders arrived at Gibraltar, to the final conqneft of 
Egypt; unadorned with the beauties of compofition, or elegance of 
ftyle. Tu difcufs the propriety of meafures, reafon on the confe- 
quences of incident#, and beftow praife where fo much well-earned 
praife is unqueftionably due, would be in him not merely an inv- 
dious tafk, but would defervedly expofe him to the cenfure of pre- 
fumption. Fromthis, therefore, he has refrained, leaving the fats 
to fpeak for themfelves; and, not afpiring to the praife of an hitto- 
rian, he has preferred the journal form, as more confonant with his 
views.” 

Profefiing alfo to deferibe what he has feen, the author 
gives a fhort account of Gibraltar and Minorca; one more de- 
tailed, and not without intereit, of Malta; a defeription ol 
Marmorice, Macri, and feveral of the’places to which he was 
led by the operations of the gia 6 The military narrative is 
modeft and candid ; no new facts are detailed by which in- 
quiry may be ftimulated or doubt obviated, but a clear view is 
given of the progrefs of the troops in every direétion ; and pal- 
ticularly, an ample detail of the voyage and proceedings of 
the army from India under General Baird. 

After relating the furrender of Alexandria, which completed 


the expulfion of the French from their conquefts, ah 
a 
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Walth defcribes the various objects which attracted his atten. 
tion, of which we fhall give a brief account, 


«“ Alexandria, once the capital of the commercial world, is now 
converted into a defolate heap of ruins. That part which bears the 
name of the New Town, is little better than a common Turkifh 
willage, the only decent houfes being thofe of the European confuls, 
The remains of beautiful marble and granite pillars, mixed and 
confounded with the miferable ruins of Arab dwellings, prefent 
themfelves at every ftep, and force upon the mind a melancholy 
comparifon of the ancient fplendour of the emporium of the world 
with its prefent degradation. ‘The nobie cifterns are in a great part 
choked up with fand and rubbifh, except thofe which were made 
ufe of by the French garrifon. 

“ South of the town, and nearly in a line with Pharos, ftands 
Pompey’s pillar. Nothing can exceed the beauty of this fine monu- 
ment of ancient architecture: it is in the highett ftate of preferva- 
tion, except the North-weft quarter, which I imagine has fuffered 
from the conftant and violent winds blowing from that point the 
greater part of the year. Clofe to the fea-fide, South by Eaft of 
Pharos, is Cleopatra’s Needle, and near it lies its fellow obelitk, 
which had always been fuppofed to be broken, part of it being bu- 
ried in the fand ; but the French cleared away the ground all around 
it, and found it perfectly whole. It is exactly the fame as the one 
now ftanding, both as to fize, and the hieroglyphics with which it is 
covered. ‘Thefe obelitks are fuppofed to have ftood at the entrance 
of fome temple. Each is of one entire piece of granite, fixty-five 
feet high. 

“ Cairo is along, extenfive, ftraggling, and miferable town, the 
houfes al] extremely high, but ill built, The ftreets are irregular, 
and fo narrow that it is difficult for two horfemen to ride through 
them abreaft. The reafon for not building the ftreets wider is, to 
exclude as much as poflible the fun, But if this be an advantage, 
they are fubjeét alfo to many inconveniences, efpecially when the 
plague rages. The population is computed at upwards of three 
hundred thoufand fouls. The thops which line the fireets are very 
wretched ; and in them you fee the indolent tradefman fitting 
{quat upon the counter, and fmoking his pipe. The mofques are 
fine, and very numerous. The fquare of Efbekier is the largeft and 
fineft in the city, and in it all the beys and rich people formerly 
tefided*. During the inundation of the Nile this iquare is co- 
— with water, on which the great have their barges and pleafure 

Oats. 





“*The French had greatly adorned this fquare by planting it with 
trees: they had alfo planted trees on each fide of the road from Bou 
lac to Cairo; as well as of that from Fort Ibrahim to the city; but 
when I was at Cairo, which was lefs than two months after the French 
-had quitted the place, more than three fourths of them were rooted 
up and deftroyed, fo averfe were the people in general to any im- 
provement that came from the hand of a Chriftian,” 
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“ The infides of the houfes of the beys and other great people 
are decorated with paintings coarfely executed it is true, and with 
paflages extracted from the Koran. The floors of the principal apart- 
ments are of marble. In the centre of thefe is generally a fountain 
of water, which rifes through numerous fpouts, and falls back 
into the bafin. Round thefe fountains the beys, reclining upon 
cufhions, fmoke their pipes. Elevated above the floor are galleries 
encJofed with very clofe lattice work, and communicating with the 
harem. Behind thefe their women, entirely hidden from view, are 
enabled to fee and hear without any danger of being feen.” 


With refpe& to the Nile, Mr. Walth obierves: 


“ Although it is not a rapid river, yet during the time of its 
overflowing, the force of the current is emazingly great. When it 
is at its height, the water is of a reddifh brown colour, and nearly 
as thick as mud, fo that it is almoft impoflible to make ufe of it for 
drinking before it has been purified. For this purpofe large jars 
are filled with water, the infide of them having been previoutly rub- 
bed round with bitter almonds, or beans, and in thefe it will foon 
fettle, and become quite clear. Women, very carefully muffled up, 
are conftantly feen on the banks, filling thefe jars with water. 

« At Rofetta and Cairo are fold abundance of earthen bottles, 


named Alkarras, which are very ufeful for cooling water. Thefe’ 


are made of white clay, buked in the fun. They are fo porous that 
the water is conftantly exuding through them, and by its evapora- 
tion from the external furface produces fuch a degree of cold as to 
render the-water within of a grateful temperature. All our fleet 
on the coaft made ufe of no other water than that of the Nile, which 
was found extremely fit for every purpofe. 

“ There is no country in the world where the climate is more 
regular than in Egypt. The tky is almoft always beautifully clear 
and ferene ; it feldom or never rains in the interior parts, but on the 
fea coaft it frequently rains in the winter time. The fhowers are 
fhort, though heavy, and are immediately fucceeded by a fine blue 
iky. The heavy dews which fall in the night make up, in part, for 
‘the want of motfture, the effec of which was always perceived in 
the morning, when, as foon as the fun appeared above the horizon, 
our tents ‘began to fmoke as copioufly as if a great quantity of rain 
had fallen. During the whole campaign we enjoyed the greatett 
advantage from the very clear and bright nights; and we were fel- 
dom deprived of the benefit of a fine moon, here fearcély ever over- 
clouded, and thining with extreme luftre.” 


In feveral parts of Mr. Walth’s work we have entertaining 
accounts of the manners of the people whom they vifited in 
the courfe of the expedition. “At the Grecian village of Kaya, 
he fays ; 

“ We were treated with all imaginable hofpitality. Never was 
there a more ftriking contraft than that between the manners of this 
enilaved people and thofe of their defpoticneighbours, It was es 
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ward evening when we left the place; at which time all the me 
inhabitants, men, women, and children, were afiembled in the 
front of their miferable houfes, the younger part gaily dancing to 
the found of the /era. They feemed unconfcious of their mifery, 
and a look of happinefs and contentment appeared in the counte- 
nances of all around. But it is melancholy to think how rigorouily 
they are treated, and how cruelly opprefied. The women are tall, 
handfome, and well made; and. the eafy elegance of the Grecian 
drefs becomes them very well. They haye not the abfurd Turkith 
cuftom of concealing their faces, which, on the contrary, they feem 
to delight in difplaying; and which would be pretty, if divefted of 
the many little medals with which they are covered.” 

One of the many interefting parts of Mr. Walth’s book ig 
the account of the Mamelukes, of which, however, we cam 
give but a fhort extract : 

“ The Mamelukes, taken as light troops, or as individual horfe- 
men, are equal, and perhaps fuperior, to arty in the world; but with- 
out tactics, and never acting in a body, they cannot be expected to 
fucceed againtt European troops. Their defperate courage, and fin- 
could dexterity in managing their horfes, were often experienced by 
the French, and never fhone more confpicuous than at the celebrated 
battle of Embabeh, where they repeatedly charged the folid fquare 
of the French, and where fo many of them fell viétims to their ill- 
judged bravery. ‘Thefe Mamelukes were fo richly drefied and ac- 
coutred that the French foldiers aétually fithed up the bodies of thofe 
who were drowned én the Nile, by which they obtained very confie 
derable booty.” 

Befide the Mamelakes, who, though conftituting but a very 
inconfiderable part of the population, are the rulers and the 
proprietors of the country, we have alfo fketches of the man- 
ners and habits of the Bedoween Arabs, and the Fellahs. 
From thefe the Mamelukes exact the greater part of the pro- 
duce, by repeated impofitions, and often oblige the Fellahs to 
abandon their houfes, and take refuge among the inhabitants 
of the Defert. Numerous villages, totally deferted, are feen 
all over Egypt, fad examples of thefe vexations. The reft of 
the villages are ftriking piétures of the mifery of the inhabi- 
tants; though few of them are without a public {chool, where 
children are inftruéted in reading the Koran. — - 

Captain Walth has added to his work a very ufeful appen- 
dix. Its price has been chiefly enhanced by the fplendour of 
the engravings, which are forty-nine in number. They confift 
of maps and views of different places, and of buildings ele- 
gantly executed ; exquifite delineations of the moft celebrated 
antiques, plans of general and particular military operations, 
well drawn and coloured ; and drawings of perfons and other 
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objects, which by their colouring defcribe to the eye the drefs, 
appearance, and manners of the people, in a much better man. 
ner than could have been effected by the moft laboured efforts 
of the peu. 








Arr. LXIII. The Crifis of Britain: a Poem. By the Rev. Mr. 
Maurice. 4to. pp.32, price 2s.6d. White, London. 1803. 


FYHIS poem, Mr. M. informs us, was originally written and 
publifhed at the period of the menaced invafion of thefe 
kingdoms by the French in 1798, when the Right Honourable 
William Pitt, to whom it was addreffed, prefided at the helm. 
It ran rapidly through two editions, and 1s now republifhed in 
the anxious hope that at the prefent moft awful crifis it may 
ferve the great caufe in which we are all fo deeply interefted. 
We have perufed this poem with confiderable pleafure. It is 
the effufion of a mind well ftored with claffic literature, and 
glowing with the fervour of patriotifm. To adopt Mr. M.'s 
own expreflion, 
“ Fir’d in virtue’s caufe he pours along 
The thundering torrent of Tyrtaan fong.” 


We may, however, be permitted to remark, that though the 
charge of profeffed irreligion and atheifm which Mr. M. 
urges againft our enemies with vehement eloquence, might be 
relevant in 1798, by the re-eftablifhment of popery, and the 
provifions of the Concordat, they have acknowledged theit 
error in this refpect, and therefore he would perhaps have done 
well by cancelling or modifying that part of his poem which 
treats on this fubject, to withdraw or to qualify the imputation 
to which we have alluded. When every fair deduction is made, 
the catalogue of the crimes of France will be fufficiently ample 
to afford our patriotic poets abundant topics for reproba- 
tion. 

In p. 26, we have noted an inftance of bad tafte, which we 
fhould not have expected to find ina compofition of the au- 
thor of the Ode to Mithra. We have always regarded Van 
Tromp’s fixing a broom fo the maft-head of his fhip as a very 
coarfe gafconade ; and we do not think that Mr. M. has 
evinced fuperior delicacy in acquainting his readers that 
Admiral Blake re , 

“ Tore indignant down 
That barbarous emblem of ufurp’d renown : 
Then driying ofer the furge the routed foe, 
Swept the proud vaunter to the gulfs below. 
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We certainly do remember. the famous “ befom of deftrne. 
tion” mentioned by Ifaiah, and we acknowledge that in {pite 
of the homelinefs of the inftrument this perfonification of de- 
froying energy is highly fublime. But Mr. M. cannot plead 
this paflage as his exemplar ; for it will by no means juftify his 
puerile conceit of {weeping Van Tromp into the fea with his 
own broom. 

Whilft, however, we freely cenfure fuch inftances of incor- 
rectnefs in judgment, in the {pirit of the ancient maxim, “ ubi 
plura nitent,” we lofe the remembrance of them when we find 
how amply they are compenfated by the dignified energy 
which pervades the general courfe of the poem. 

We thall conclude our critique by laying before our readers 
a partof Mr. M.’s commemoration of our naval victories ; 


“ If, urg’d by rage, and furious from defpair, 
Gaul’s baffled fleets again the ocean dare, 
The brave Cornwallis, on the billowy field, 
Shall rouz’d Britannia’s direft vengeance wield ; 
Or Nelfon, dreadful in her kindled ire, 
Rain on thofe fleets a ftorm of liquid fire, 
See! far remote in Afia’s fultry tky, 
A thoufand flags in crimfon radiance fly ; 
Hear! round the Baltic’s frozen frontier hurl’d, 
Her deep-ton’d thunders fhake the northern world. 


“ Sublimely thron’d on Vincent’s rocky height, 
Hark! Glory, from her fhrine of circling light, 
Loud hails her Jervis, on th’ Iberian main, 
Refiftlefs burfting through the line of Spain! 
Ardent to gain the wreath that Ruffel crown’d, 
And brave Bofcawen’s vet’ran temples bound, 
Recklefs of ftorms, behold intrepid Hood 
Plough, with unwearied toil, the briny flood; 

In all their ports the fkulking foe he braves, 

And burns to plunge him in the whelming waves! 
Laft, but not humbleft, on the roll of fame, 

With nerve of adamant, with foul of fiame, 

See fearlefs Duncan, ranging undifmay’d 
Belgium’s dire fhore, with death and peril fpread, 
And rufh, regardlefs of impending doom, 

Where ev’ry billow yawns—a wat’ry tomb ! 
Though ruin hover in a thoufand forms, 
Refulv’d, Batavia’s marthall’d fleet he ftorms ; 
Tremendous on the foe his vengeance falls, 

And thick around defcend the rattling balls. 
Retreat is vain; behind the breakers roar, 
While Britain’s wafteful thunders urge before ; 
The doubling game the dauntlefs Scot purfues, 
And, in the jaws of death, the fight renews ; 
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Aloft in air her tatter’d ftandards fly, *: tilt 
Low bends the ftately matt that piere’d the fky ; 
Devouring flames confume the glowing deck, 
And a third navwfloats—a boundlefs wreck !” 
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Art. LXIV. An Account of Travels into the Interior of Southern 
Africa in the Years 1797 and 1798: Including curfory Obferva- 
tions on the Geology and Geography of the Southern Part of that 
Continent : the Natural Hiftory of fuch Objeéts as occurred in the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral Kingdoms: and Sketches of the 
phyjical and moral Characters of the various Tribes of Inhabitants 
Surrounding the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope. To which 
is annexed, a Defcription of the prefent State, Population, and 
Produce of that extenjfive Colony: with a Map, confiruéied entirely 
trom actual Obfervations made in the Courfe of the Travels. By 
John Barrow, late Secretary to the Earl of Macartney, and 
Auditor-General of Public Accounts at the Cape of Good Hope. 
4to, pp. 419, price £1. ils. 6d. Cadell and Davies. London. 
1801. 

HE fituation which Mr. Barrow held at the Cape afforded 
him ample opportunities of making himfelf acquainted 
with all the topics which he has undertaken to difeufs ; and 
being the confidential friend of Lord Macartney, we may, 
independently of the internal evidence ,of his work, fuppole 
that the facts which he relates will be circumftantially true. 
Previoufly to this publication, the information relating to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the fouthern parts of Africa, was 
fcanty, and not to be depended on. We entered, therefore, 
on the tafk of examining the merits of the work before us 
with fingular fatisfaction. We felt confident, from the cha- 
racier and connexions of the author, that the boundaries of 
geographical knowledge would be extended, and that we 
thould obtain fome interefting information refpecting the fe- 
veral tribes inhabiting the fouthern parts of Atrica, of whom 
little, indeed, was before known. Our expeétations have 
been realized, and from what we have feen in the volume 
before us, we are led to anticipate flill further pleafure, and 
new fources of knowledge, frem a fecond volume which has 
Jately been announced, but which has not yet reached us. 
The firft chapter of this work contains a general view 
of the colony of the Cape, with a particular defeription 
of the promontory. The extent of territory compofing the 
colony of the Cape of Good Hope is equal to a parallelogram, 
comprehending an area of 128,150 {quare miles, which, de- 
ducting the population of Cape Town, is peopled by about 
15,000 white inhabitants, A great portion, however, of this 
, territory 
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erritory is unprofitable wafte, unfit for any fort of culture, or 
even to be employed as pafture for the fupport of cattle. 

The defcription of the mountainous peninfula, on which 
Cape Town is fituated, is fatisfactory ; its principal produc- 
tions in the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms are 
enumerated with precifion ; and the meteorological appear- 
ances caufed by the ‘fable Mountain are well explained. The 
well-known phenomenon of the fleecy cloud, not maptly called 
the Table Cloth, which envelops the fuunmit of the mountain, 
is thus accounted for: 


« A fingle glance at the topography of the Cape, and the adja- 
cent country, will be fufficient to explain the caufe of this pheuo- 
menon, Which has fo much the appearance of fingularity. The 
mountainous peninfula is conneéted with a {till more mountainous 
continent, on which the great ranges run parallel to and at no great 
diftance, from the fea-coaft. In the heat of the fummer feafon, 
when the South-eaft monfoon blows ftrong at fea, the water taken 
up by evaporation is borne in the air to the continental mountains, 
where, being condenfed, it refts on their fummits in-the form of a 
thick cloud. This cloud, and a low denfe bank of fog on the fea, 
are the precurfors of a fimilar, but lighter, fleece on the Table Moun- 
tain, and of a ftrong gale of wind in Cape Town, from the South- 
eait. Thefe effeéts may be thus accounted for: The condenfed air 
onthe fummit of the mountains of the continent rufhes, by its fu- 
perior gravity, toward the more rarified atmofphere over the 
i:hmus, and the vapour it contains is there taken up and held invi- 
iible, or in tranfparent folution. From hence it is carried by the 
South-eaft wind toward the Table and its neighbouring mountains, 
where, by condenfation from decreafed temperature and concuflion, 
the air is no longer capable of holding the vapour with which it was 
loaded, but is obliged to let it go. The atmofphere on the fummit 
of the mountain becomes turbid, the cloud is thortly formed, and, 
hurried by the wind over the verge of the precipice in large fleecy 
volumes, rolls down the fteep fides towards the plain, threatening 
momentarily to deluge the town. No fooner, however, does it ar- 
rive, in its defcent, at the point of temperature equal to that of the 
atmofphere in which it has floated over the ifthmus, than it is once 
more taken up, and vanifhes into air—* to thin air.” Every other 
part of the hemifphere fhews a clear blue fky, undifturbed by a fin- 
gle vapour.” ' 


The manners and condition of the inhabitants are next de- 
{cribed, together with the feveral difeafes to which they are lia- 
ble ; andit may be obferved that upon the Cape of Good Hope 
falling into the hands of the Englifh, the abolition of torture, 
and breaking on the wheel, was infiantly carried into effe@, and 
the mild {pirit of the Britith fydtem of criminal law fubftituted 
in theiyreom. To this the court of juftice objected, as a dan- 
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gerous innovation, though, according to Mr. Barrow, expe. 
rience has fo far contradicted the fears that were entertained 
on the fubject, that there have been fewer executions fince the 
abolition of the rack and torture than had taken place in the 
fame period of time for many years before. Not only were the 
judges diffentients on this occafion, but the executioners were 
fo diffatisfied with the new and lenient fyfiem that one of then 
made application for a penfion in lieu of the emoluments he 
ufed to receive for the breaking of legs and arms; and the 
other committed an act of fuicide, preferring a fpeedy exit to 
the dread of fiarving for want of hjs accuftomed einploy- 
ment. 

Of the fyftem of flavery carried on at the Cape, Mr, B. 
fpeaks with becoming indignation : he confiders it as the efled 
of indolence, and by no means neceflary to the well-being of 
the place ; and he has given a firiking inftance of the revenge. 
ful temper of a Malay flave, who, 


“ Conceiving that he not only had ferved his mafter fufficiently 
Tong, and with great fidelity, but had alfo paid him feveral fums oi 
money, he was tempted to demand his liberty, and met with a re- 
fufal. The following morning the Malay murdered his fellow-flave, 
On being taken and brought up for examination before a commiflion 
of the court of Juftice, he acknowledged that the boy he had mur- 
dered was his friend; but he had confidered that the moft effectual 
way to be revenged of his matter was, not by taking away his lite, 
' but by robbing him of the value of a thoufand rix-dollars, by the 
lofs of the boy, and another thoufand by bringing himfelf, in fo do- 
ing, to the gallows, the recollection of which would prey upon his 
avaricious mind for the remainder of his life.” 


The conclufion of the chapter will be read with intereft, a 
comprifing, in a few pages, a number of facts relating to the 
prefent ftate of the inhabitants, and as detferiptive of the rifing 
ia y of the colony while it-remained in the hands of the 

inglith. The other chapters are modeftly denominated by 
our author Sketches only, to be filled up and finifhed by future 
travellers, “ and they are fubmitted to the public more with 
“ the confcioufnefs of truth than of any literary attainments 
“ in the writer.” The reader will, we are certain, proceed 
with Mr. B. on his journey with pleafure; he will derive en- 


tertainment from his deieription of the face of the country 


over which he pailed, and receive inftruction from the facts in 
Natural Hitiory, whieh he has regifiered with an accuracy 
wortny of a philefophical traveller. In fome cafes he has cor- 
rected notions, which had obtained credit from the refpecta- 
bility of the perfons, or fources from whence they had been 
derived; and in others he has opened an ample field ri the 
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future inveftigation of thofe who, from motives of bufinefs or 
curiofity, may be induced to follow in the fame route. But 
what renders Mr. B.’s work highly eftimable in our opinion, 
is the account which he gives of the various people among 
whom he occafionally refided, and whofe character he appears 
to have properly appreciated. 

Previoufly to his journey acrofs the Karroo, or Arid Defert, 
Mr. B. deferibes the lifilefs indolence of the women, and ge- 
neral ignorance of both fexes ; among whom a book of any 
kind is rarely to be found, except the Bible, and William Siu- 
ter’s Gefangen, or Songs compofed from the Bible, done into 
verfe by the Sternhold and Hopkins of Holland. Mr. B. 
adds, 


“ Rude and uncultivated as are their minds, there is one virtue 
in which they eminently excel—hofpitality to ftrangers. A coun- 
tryman, a foreigner, a relation, a friend, are all equally welcome to 
whatfoever the houfe will afford. A Dutch farmer never pafies a 
houfe on the road without alighting, except, indeed, his next neigh- 
bour’s, with whom!' it is ten to one he is at variance... It is not 
enough to inquire after the health of the family in pafling: even 
on the road, if two peafants fhould meet, they inftantly difmount to 
fhake hands, whether firangers or friends. When a traveller ar- 
rives at a habitation, he alights from his horfe, enters the houfe, 
fhakes hands with the men, kiffes the women, and fits down without 
farther ceremony. When the table is ferved, he takes his place 
among the family without waiting for an invitation. This is never 
given on the fuppofition that a traveller in a country fo thinly in- 
habited muft always have an appetite for fomething. Accordingly, 
“ What will you make ufe of?” is generally the firft queftion. If 
there be a bed in the houfe it is given to the ftranger; if none, which 
is frequently the cafe among the graziers of the diftant diftrié of 
Graatf Reynet, he muft take his chance for a form, or bench, or 
aheap of fheep-fkins, among the reft of the family. In the morn- 
ing, after a folid breakfaft, he takes his fopie, or glafs of brandy, 
orders his flave or Hottentot to faddle the horfes, thakes hands with 
the men and kiffes the women ; he withes them health, and they 
with him a good journey. In this manner a traveller might pais 
through the whole country.” 


Our traveller took with him two grazing farmers of Graaf 
Reynet, who were not only ufeful in pointing out the places 
where water was generally found, but were alfo an addition 
to his ftrength in cafe of an attack from a favage tribe of 
Hottentots, known by the name of Boje/mans, or men of the 
thickets, who are held in fuch deteftation that a farmer thinks 
+he cannot proclaim a more meritorious action than the murder 
of one of thefe people. A boor being afked at the Secretary’s 
office, juft before Mr. B. left the town, if the favages were 
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numerous or troublefome on the road, replied, “he had only 
fhot tour,” with as much compoture and indifference as if |e 
had been fpeaking of partridges. 

In the defert they met with zebras, a {pecies of wild hor 
called the gua-cha, and a number of oftriches; the eggs of 
the latter afforded them many delicious repafts, and we are 
informed, that in thefe eggs were fometimes found “ a nun. 
ber of fmall oval-fhaped pebbles, about the fize of a marrov. 
fat pea, of a pale colour, and exceedingly hard. In one egg 
were nine, and in another twelve of thefe ftones.” After a 
journey of thirty days, the events of which are detailed with 
minutenefs, they entered, through the Poort, into Camdebon, 
where the habitations ftand at the diftance of many mile 
from each other. At the entrance of this place Mr. B. ob- 
ferved a heap of ftones, which was pointed out as the grave 
of a Hottentot ; and he learnt that the fize of the heap had 
no connection with the diftinétion of the deceafed; but de- 
pended entirely upon the attention paid by furviving friends 
or relations. 

“ The intention,” fays Mr. B. “ was very different from that of 
the monuments of a fimilar kind that anciently were erected in 
Various parts of Europe, though they very probably might have 
‘proceeded, in a more remote antiquity, from the fame origin, which 
was that of preventing the wolves, or jackals, or other ravenous 
beats, from tearing up and mangling the dead carcafe. The pro- 
greflive refinement of fociety converted at length the rude hezp 
of ftones, originating in neceflity, into fculptured marble, the ufe- 
lefs flatterer of vanity.” 

The third chapter contains an account of a journey into 
te country of the Kaffers, which was not accomplifhed 
without danger, but which afforded a great variety of objects 
worthy the notice of an inquifitive and well-informed tr- 
veller. In fome places the fcenery was beautiful and grand; 
and in others, the roaring of the beafis of the foreft would make 
the tiouieft heart to tremble. 


“ Nothing,” fays Mr. B. “ could be more beautiful nor more 
intercfiing than this grand and extenfive fhrubbery appeared to be 
for the greateft part of the firft day’s journey; but the inconvebl 
ence it occafioned toward the evening, when we wifhed to halt, 
was ferioufly felt. There was no fpace fufficient for the tent and 
waggons, or to make fait the oxen; and, what was the wortt of all, 
not a drop of water. ‘The weather had been very fultry; the 
thermometer fluctuating generally from 75° to 80’ in the fhade, 
during the day; yet the cattle had tafted water once only in three 
days. The two nights they were unyoked it was necefiary to bind 
them faft to the waggons, that they might not ftray into the thicket, 
where they would infallibly have been loft, or devoured by si 
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The pririts of the feet of this deftruGive animal were every where 
frefh on the road; and évery night-we heard them roaring around 
us. Befide thefe were heard the cries of a multitude of ferocious 
beafts that nightly prowl the woods in queft of prey. The roaring 
of lions, the, beHowing of: butfaloes, the howling of wolves, the 
yelping of jackals, and-the timid looing of our oxen, were parts 
in the noGturnal concert that could not be faid to produce much 
harmony to us, who were. encamped in the midft of a foreft of 
which we could difcern-no end.” 

The author has indeed deferibed the face of the country 
throngh which he paffed, and its various products, with a 
ininutenefs that allows us no opportunity of following him. 
He exhibits an extenfive knowledge in botany, mineralogy, 
and other branches of natural fcience. Among the frutefcent 
plants which attra¢ted his attention, was a new fpecies of the 
firelitzia, in full bloffom, differing in a very remarkable man- 
ner from thofe'already known : of this, a very fine plant is 
in his Majefty’s colleétion at Kew, where it is faid to flower 
freely. Mr. B. has given a full account of the falt lake, cha- 
lybeate fprings, forefts, &c.: but we fhall pafs on to his re- 
marks on the Hottentots. The cruel and impolitic condutt 
of the colonifts towards this harmlefs race of men is repro- 
hated by our author; who takes an opportunity of refuting 
the accounts that have hitherto been given by Kolbe ar 
others, of their cuftoms and habits of life. The credit that 
has long been given to Kolbe, by all our writers on this fub- 
ject, demands that juftice fhould be now done to a people 
who have no means, of themfelves, to excite public attea- 
tion, In this refpeét Mr. B. merits very highly of the friends 
of truth and real humanity. The character which he draws 
of the Dutch colonift is fuch as no good man can contem- 
plate without difguft and horror. The Hottentots are repre- 
tented as the moft helplefs, and perhaps the moft wretched 
of the haman race ; duped out of their poffeffions, their coun- 
try, and, finally out of their liberty, they have entailed upon 
their miferable offspring a ftate of exiftence to which that of 
flavery might bear the comparifon of happinefs. There is 
{carecly an inftance of cruelty, faid to have been committed 
againft the flaves in the Weit-India iflands, that could not 
find a parallel from Dutch farmers towards Hottentots in their 
fervice. Beating and cutting them with thongs from the 
ikin of the rhinoceros is a gentle punifhment. Firing finall 
fhot into the legs and thighs of a Hottentot is a punifhment 
hot unknown to fome of the monfters who inhabit the neigh- 
bourhood of Camtoos river. Inftant death is not unfrequently 
the confequence of punifhing the poor wretches in a moment 
Qf tage. This is of little confequence to the farmer; for 

though 
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though they are his flaves, yet they are not transferable pro. 


perty. The Dutch peafant flogs them, not by any given 
number of lafhes, but by time; and as they have no clocks 
to mark the fmaller divifions of time, he has invented x 
excufe for the indulgence of one of his moft favourite fenf. 
alities, by flogging them till he has fmoked as many pipes of 
tobacco as he may judge the magnitude of the crime to de. 
ferve. Low, however, 4s the Hottentots are funk in the feak 
of humanity, yet, according to Mr. Barrow, 


“ They are a mild, quiet, and timid people ; perfectly hatmles, 
honeft, faithful; and, though extremely phlegtnatic, they are kind 
and affectionate to each other, and not incapable of ftrong attach 
ments. A Hottentot would thare his laft morfel with his comp: 
nions. They have little of that kind of art or cunning that favags 
generally pofiefs. ‘The indolence of a Hottentot is a real difeat, 
whofe only remedy feems to be that of terror. Hunger is infuf- 
cient to effect the cure. Inftances frequently occurred in the courie 
of our journies, when our Hottentots have pafied the day without 
a morfel of food, in preference of havihg the trouble to walk halfa 
mile fora fheep. Though patient of hunger, they are the greatet 
gluttons upon the face of the earth. With them the word is to eat 
or fleep. When they cannot indulge in the gratification of the ont, 
they generally find immediate relief in flying to the other. 

“ Their manner of eating marks the voracity of their appetite. 
They cut their meat into ftrings of two or thfee yards in length, 
which they coil up and broil on the afhes: When juft warm through, 
they gra{p it in both hands, and applying one end of the ftring to 
the mouth, foon get through a yard of fleth. The athes of the greeo 
wood that adhere to the meat ferve as a fubftitute for falt. As foon 
as a ftring of meat has paffed through their hands, they are cleaned 
by rubbing over different parts of their body. Greafe thus applied 
from time to time, and accumulating perhaps for a whole year, 
fometimes melting by a large fire, and catching up the duft and dir, 
covers, at length, the furface of the body with a thick coating, thet 
entirely conceals the natural colour of the fkin. 

“ The drefs of a Hottentot is very fimple. It confifts of a bel 
made from the fkin of fome animal: from this is fufpended, in 
front, a fort of cafe, made out of the fkin of a jackal, and to th 
back part of the belt is attached a piece of dried fkin, which reaches 
to the middle of the thigh. A great beau will probably feften! 
bracelet of beads, or a ring of copper, round his wrift. The Hot- 
tentot women, by their rage for drefs, accelerated the ruin of thet 
hufbands, which they themfelves had brought on by as ftrong a rag? 
for ardent fpirits and tobacco. Thefe two articles, and glafs beads, 
were exchanged for their cattle; things ufelefs, and even perniciouy 
for what was their only fupport, the foul of their exiftence.” 


Mr. Barrow next gives a defcription of the phyfical che 


raéter of the Hottentots, comparing it with that of the Chi 
nei; 
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Chinefe ; and to this fubjeét he refers in the fame way, in other 
parts of the volume: hence, perhaps, we may infer that hé — 
confiders this race of — to be of Chineie origins We 
pretend not to trace the efcent of this barbarous tribé; but 
we acknowledge that what Mr. B. has advanced is not fuffici- 
ent to convincé-us that there is any real likenefs between the 
moft civilized and ingenious, and one of the loweft of the hu- 
man f{pecies. The natural colour, and the conftruction of the 
general features, are grounds much too vague to build fuch an 
hypothefis upon. : 

According to our author, the Hottentots poffefs a very 
fall portion of knowledge. They have a name for the fun, 
another for the moon, and a third for the ftars ; but this is the 
extent of their aftronomical knowledge. The feafon of the 
year is indicated by being fo many moons before or after 
uyntjes tyd, or the time that the roots of the ¢rts edulis are in 
feafon, a time particularly noticed by them, as thefe bulbs 
once conftituted a confiderable part of their vegetable food. 


“ | know not,” fays Mr. B. “ how far the numerals in his lan- 
guage proceed, but none of thofe of our party could tell beyond fire, 
nor could any of them put two numbers together but by the affift- 
ance of their fingers. Yet they are very far from being a ttupid 
people. They learn the Dutch language with great facility. They 
are excellent markfinen with the gun; and they are uncommonly 
clever in finding out a paffage over a defert uninhabited country. 
By the quicknefs of their eye they will difcover deer and other forts 
of game when very far diftant, and they are equally expert in watch- 
lug a bee to its neft. They no fooner hear the humming of the in- 
fect than they fquat themfelves on the ground, and, having caught 
it with the eye, follow it to an incredible diftance. The organ of 
lizht, no doubt, is ftrengthened and improved by exercife. Seamen 
on board thips will difcover objeéts at fea the moment they appear 
above the horizon, and long before they become vifible to a patlen- 
pet's eye.” 

Among the Kaffers, Mr. B. met with a very hofpitable re- 
ception. Kindnets to ftrangers feems to be a feature in their 
national character. In return for this attention, our author 
has given a full and interefting account of the manners, cui- 
toms, mode of life, and fiate of fociety of this race of men, 
who are defcribed as “ tail, fiout, muicular, well-made, and 
elegant figures ;” and who, though black, “have not one line 
of the African negro in the compofition of their pertons.”— 
Their fimple laws; their humble arts; the ftate of their agvi- 
culture ; their mode of hunting; their total want of beats, 
canoes, or any kind of floating veffel, though dwelling on the 
fea-coati, whieh abounds with rivers and fiih ; their diet, reli- 
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gion, language, all afford ufeful fubjects for refleétion to 
the inquifitive mind. They have the fingular cuftom of ex. 
pofing their dead to be devoured by wolves, for which piece 
of fervice a Kaffer holds the life of a wolf facred, at leati he 
never attempts to deftroy it. 

In the fourth chapter we have an account of a journey into 
the country of the Bosjefman Hottentots, the object of which 
was, to make obfervations on the ftate of the inhabitants of the 
Snowy mountains, by whom the colony is chiefly fupplied 
with cattle, and to endeavour to get an interview with the 
chiefs of the Bosjefmans, and to try, if by prefents they could 
be prevailed upon to quit their prefent wild and marauding way 
of lite. A great number of geological obfervations are made 
in the courte of this chapter, and many fubjects in natural hif- 
tory are noticed, particularly what relates to the cloudsof locutis 
which fometimes overfhadow the country ; to the thruth that 
feecs upon them ; to the elegant and {porting gnoo, which by 
the Dutch is cailed the wid beafi, and which is faid to pa- 
take of the nature of the horfe, the ox, the fiag, and the ante- 
lope. In the Syflema Nature this animal is arranged among 
the antelopes, to which of the four, according to our traveller, 
it has certainly the leaft affinity. 

Yor the account given of the Bosjefmans, and of the.attempt 
made to obtain from them a conference, we muft refer the 
reader to the work itfelf. ‘There, alfo, he will find difcuffed 
a fubject relating to the cenformation of certain parts belong- 
ing to the human frame, which has hitherto been the caufe of 
much mifreprefentation. From the Bosjefmans, Mr. B. pro- 
ceeded northward, till he and his companions were fiopped by 
the Orange river, which was more than a quarter of a mile 


wide at the diftance of five hundred miles from the fea.. 


The bed of this river was almoft entirely compofed of chalce- 
donies, agates, and. other flinty pebbles. Here Mr. B. takes 
an opportunity of drawing an interefting parallel between the 
Northern and Southern extremities of Africa; Fgypt and 
the Cape of Good Hope; between the Nile and the Orange 
river: 

“ Egypt and the colony of the Cape lie under the fame parallels 
of latitude: they have the fame kind of climate, the fame foil, the 
fame faline waters: they both abound in natron; and the fame 
plants and the fame animals are common to both. Egypt without the 
- Nile would be a defert wate, producing only a few faline and fuccu- 
line plants like thofe of the Great Karroo, where rain full as feldom 
falls as in the former country; and the fandy foil of the Cape, with 
ot acacia of water, is as fertile as that of Egypt poflibly can 
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The next chapter relates to a journey from Graaff Reynet 
along the fea-coaft to the Cape. In this part of the work 
there is lefs of novelty than in any of the preceding ; but we 
cannot pals without notice the leafing picture which Mr. B. 
has given of the progrefs made by the Moravian miffionaries 
in bringing together, and in inftruéting not only in the Chrif- 
tian doctrine, but alfo in ufeful labour, five or fix hundred poor 
Hotientots. 

Mr. B. conduéts us, in the concluding chapter, to the 
northern extremity cf the colony ; into that part of the coun- 
try inhabited by a tribe of Hottentots called the Namaaquas. 
tle has defcribed the fitaation of Saldanha Bay, which lies in 
lat. 33° 10’ S. and long. 18° E. and about 18 leagues diftant 
N.W. from Table Bay. This bay is the only good harbour 
on the weftern coaft of Africa, from the Mediterranean to the 
Cape. The great objection to it as a proper place for repair- 
ing, or even building thips, is the want of wood and water, 
for which, however, our aathor fuggetts a remedy, which with 
regard to the wood might be found effectual ; but whether 
afuiticient fupply of freflr water could be to eafily obtained as 
he imagines, may at leaft be matter of doubt. Had the Cape 
remained in our hands the trial would undoubtedly have been 
worth attempting, and it was highly laudabie in Mr. B. to 
fugget the hint, of which hereafter a proper ufe may be 
made. 

In the courfe of this journey, Mr. B. met with an Trifliman 
and an Englifhman, both of them probably deferters from 
the army or the navy. The firft had taken up the profeffion 
of a water finder, and under the pretence of great wifdom had 
duped the people of the country out of large fums of money. 
He alfo deteribes the hofpitable treatment which he received 
at the hovel of a Dutch peafant, which was fituated at the 
entrance of a narrow defile between two ranges of moun- 
tains : : / 


“ The figure that prefented itfelf at the door truly reprefented a 
being of a different country from that which we had left bebind. 
It was a tall old man, with a thin fallow vifage, and a beard of 
dingy black, that extending to the eyes, where it met the ftraggling 
hair of the forehead, obfcured the face like a vifor. Never was a 
finer figure for the inhabitant of a black tower, or enchanted caftle, 
ithe page of a romance. Not accuftomed to receive ftrangers, 
he feemed, on our arrival, to be fomewhat agitated. In one corner 
of the chimney of his hovel, which confifted of one apartment, fat 
anold Hottentot woman, over whofe head had paifed at leaft a cen- 
tury of years. To her natural fallow complexion was fuperadded 
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no {mall quantity of foot, fo that fhe was at leaft as black as her 
bearded mafter. A female flave next made her appearance, of a 
piece with the two former. The faggot prefently crackled on the 
hearth; a quarter of a fheep was laid on the coals to broil; and 
the repaft was fpeedily ferved up on the lid of an old -cheit, for 
want of a table, and covered with a remnant of the fame piece of 
cloth worn as a petticoat by the female flave, which it feemed not 
unlikely had alfo once been employed in the fame fort of fervice, 

“ It turned out in converfation that the old gentleman had Jong 
refided in this fequeftered fpot, far removed from all fociety ; with. 
out wife or child, relation or friend, and any human being to con- 
verfe with or confice in, except the old Hottentot and the flave, who 
were his only inmates, and a tribe of Hottentots in ftraw huts with. 
out. With the appearance of wretchednefs and extreme poverty, 
he poffefied immenfe herds of fheep and cattle, and had feveral 
large {ums of money placed out at intereft. He was literally what 
the world has properly called a mifer. In juftice, however, to the 
old man, ht was one of the civileft creatures imaginable. On our 
return we were much indebted to him for the aflittance of his cat- 
tle, which he very obligingly fent forward to fall in with our wag 
gons on the midtt of the Karroo defert. 

“ It is fingular enough that a brother and a fifter of this mar, 
both old and both unmarried, fhould each have their habitations in 
feparate and diftant corners of thefe mountains, and live, like him, 
entirely in the fociety of Hottentots : they are nearly related to one 
of the richeft men in the Cape.” 


From this view of Mr. Barrow’s volume, which, perhaps, is 
already too much extended, but which, with fatistaction to 
ourfelves, we could have carried to a much greater length, tle 
reader will be able to form a judgment of the whole. It cannot 
be expected that an idea fully adequate to the merits of fuch 

a work as Mr. Barrow’s can be given in the compafs of a few 
pages. Where the matter is fo varied, and the country and 
inhabitants which an author has to defcribe are fo little 
known, we naturally with to bring before the public more tacts 
that tend to illufirate the human chara¢ter, and to increate the 
fiock of our natural knowledge, than the limits of a Review will 
admit. We fhould take leave of theie travels with regret, did 
we not anticipate the pleafure of perufing the Second Volume, 
an account of which we hope very thortly to lay before the 
‘public. 
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Aut. LXV. The PiGure ; Verfes written in London, May 28, 1803, 
Juggefted by a magnificent Landjcape of Rubens, in Pofffion of 
Sir George Beaumont. By the Rev. W. Lifle Bowles. 4to. pp. 20. 
price 2s, Cadell and Davies, London, 1803. 


ERE poetical merit generally eftimated according to the 
\ canon of the Dutch critic, who pronounced one of his 
countrymen to be a bard of the firft celebrity becanfe he had 
publithed a volume of poems as thick as a cheefe, Mr. B. 
would not gain much credit by the picce at prefent under our 
confideration, the dimenfions of which are fomewhat of the 
fcantieft: but we apprehend that it will confer diftinguifhed 
honour upon him in the opinion of readers who have a “ dif- 
cerning fenfe” of elegance; and who prefer a highly finifhed 
poem, however brief, to the flovenly and languid effufions of 
the poetafter. 

The fubjeét which Mr. B. has illuftrated by his genius in this 
compofition, is a magnificent landfcape of Rubens, in the 
polleflion of Sir George Beaumont, the beauties of which he 
cnumerates in flowing and melodious blank verfe, occafionally 
interfperfing a few moral reflections, in order to relieve the 
famenets of “ pure defcription.” As a fpecimen of his manner, 
we fhall tranicribe the brief notice which he gives, towards 
the conclufion of his poem, of the fiyle of different matiers of 


the art of painting. 


“ Nor thoughts like thefe 

Shall One, who bears an Englifh heart, difown ; 
Tnovu halt approve them, but thy nicer eye, 
sEAUMONT, {hall trace the mafter-ftrokes of art, 
And view th’ affemblage of the finith’d piece, 
As with his fkill, who form’d it: Darker views 
Savage, with folitary pines, hung high 
Amid the broken craggs, (where fcowling wait 
The fierce banditti,) ftern Salvator’s hand 
Shall aptly thade: O’er Pouffin’s cluft’ring domes, 
With ampler umbrage, the black woods fhall hang, 
Beneath whofe waving gloom the fudden flath 
Of broken light, upon the brawling ftream 
Is flung below. 

Aérial Claude fhali paint, 
The gray fane peering o’er the fummer woods, 
The azure lake below, or diftant feas, 
And fails, in the pellucid atmofphere, 
Soft-gleaming to the morn: Dark on the rock, 
Where the red light’ning burfts, thall Wiisown ftand, 
like mighty Shakfpeare, whom the imps of fire 
Await; nor oh, fweet Gainfborough, fhall TuEz 
The Mypfe forget, whofe fimple land{cape fimiles 

LLS Attrattive, 


ain i ei i Ni 5 ESS So 





518 THE IMPERIAL REVIEW. [Apri 


Attractive, whether we delight to view 
The cottage chimmey through the high wood peep, 
Or beggar-beauty ftretch her little hand 
With look moft innocent; or homeward kine 
Wind thro’ the hollow road at eventide, 
Or brouze the ftraggling branches. 

Scenes like thefe 
Shall charm all hearts, while truth and beauty live, 
And Nature’s pictured lovelineis fha!l own 
Each matter’s various touch ; but chiefly Tuov, 
Great Rubens, fhalt the willing fenfes lead, 
Enamour’d of the varied imagery 
That fills the vivid canvafs, {welling ftill 
On the enraptur'd eye of tafte, and ftill 
New charms unfolding; though minute, yet grand, 
Simple yet moft luxuriant, every light 
And every thade, greatly oppofed, and all 
Subferving to one magical effect, 
Of Truth and Harmony. 


Weare happy to learn, from a fhote which occurs at page 
19, that Metirs. Sotheby, Rogers, Howley, W. Spencer, and 
Bowles, are about to unite their talents in a new tranflation of 
Theocritus ; the pi¢turefque character of whofe Idyls it is in- 
tended to illuftrate by the pencil of Sir George Beaumont, 
Such a fplendid affociation of firti-rate abilities cannot fail to 
produce a highly interefting refult. 








Art. LXVI. Shaw’s General Zoology. 
(Concluded from page 74.) 


i a importance of the fiudy of Ichthyology may be in- 
ferred from the confideration that mankind, in various 
countries, derive a large portion of the negeflaries of life, a 
well as of its luxuries, trom the inhabitants of the waters; 
trom the magnitude of the commercial eftablifhments to 
which the fifheries give birth; the thoufands to whofe indul- 
try they furnifh employment; and to this country, in partict- 
lar, from their contributing moft effentially to maintain that 
naval fuperiority to which we are indebted for the preferva- 
tion of our independence. On the fupreme delight of ei- 
fnaring the numerous progeny of our rivers, lakes, and 
mountain-fireams, we feel ourfelves unqualified to enlarge; 
but, as a fubject of fcientific refearch, or of liberal amuie- 
ment, we may recommend to our readers the natural hifiory 
of fifhes, which poffeties at leaft an equal claim to their al- 
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tention, with the ftudy of many other claffes of the animal 
kingdom. 

Having in a former number endeavoured to exhibit a gene- 
ral view of the fubjeéts belonging to this department, which 
have been introduced to our notice fince the laft impreffion 
of the Syftema Nature, and which materially enhance the 
value of the work before us; and having exprefled our con- 
viction of the ability difplayed in its execution, we fhall pro- 
ceed to the difcharge of a lefs pleafing part of our office, by 
pointing out what we conceive to be its defeéts. 

Notwithftanding what the author has advanced to the con- 
trary, we are of opinion that a general defcription both of 
the external and internal parts of fifhes, confidered as a dif- 
tiné tribe of animals, might be better detailed than it is in 
the works of the ingenious Dr. Monro. At the commence- 
ment of his valuable work, “ On the Structure and Phyfiolog 
of Fifhes,” we are informed that it was not defigned to form 
a complete treatife on the economy of thefe animals; but . 
intended to comprife fuch circumftances only as had been 
either entirely overlooked or imperfectly defcribed by former 
writers. In place of the introduétion prefixed to this volume, 
we fhould, therefore, have been better pleated with'a more 
comprehenfive fketch by the author, modelled on the preli- 
minary chapters of Lefke, Blumenbach, or Cuvier. Nor are 
we fatisfied, that Dr. Shaw has evinced his ufual difcrimina- 
tion in feleéting the materials for which he is indebted to Dr. 
Monro. The exiftence of an abforbent fyfiem in fifhes being 
now no longer queftioned, a minute defcription of it was un- 
neceffary, and appears to be mifplaced in a chapter where 
the whole of what relates to the ftruétare and economy of 
thefe animals is compreffed within the limits of a dozen 
pages. The author has, moreover, neglected to acquaint us 
with two circumfitances more important than their diftribu- 
tion, namely, tha thefe veffels are deftitute of valves, and 
that there is net a fingle conglobate gland throughout the 
whole fyftem. 

‘The brain, we are told, is formed pretty much in the fame 
way as in fowls; only it may be obferved, that the pofterior 
lobes bear a greater proportion to the anterior. Yet Dr. 
Monro affures us, that the fubdivifions of the brain and cere- 
bellum are more numerous than in the viviparous quadrupeds 
and birds; and, in addition to this, we may remark, that, 
contrary to what takes place in all other animals, the brain is 
not of fufficient fize to occupy completely the cavity in 
which it is lodged, and that a gelatinous fluid, effufed into 
2 cellular tiflue, is placed between it and the fkull. On 
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the comparative magnitude of the brain, the author is, jn 
like manner, filent.* 

Something fo peculiar takes place in- the diftribution of 
the optic nerves within the fkull of a few fpecies, in which 
the nerve of the right eye, originating in the left hemi- 
{phere of the brain, pafles to its termination through a fit- 
fure in the body of the nerve on the oppofite fide, that it 
ought to have been adduced as a remarkable inftance of de- 
parture from the ufual conformation. Whatever be the na- 
ture of that union of the nerves which exifi in the human 
body, a connection analogous to it probably obtains in fithes. 
Necefjarium videtur nervos opticos umri. Cum in pifcibus non 
confundqntur qua fe ad orbite aditum decufjant, habent ingen- 
tem tranfverfan conjunctionem proxime cerebrum. _HaAuurr. 

In the defeription of the eye, we are at a lofs to com. 
prehbend why tue following particulars were overlooked, viz. 
The flatneis of the cornea: the folid nucleus of the lens; 
the abfence of ciliary proceffes; the metallic luftre of the 
external layer of the Fvice coat; and the mufcular ring 


attached to the tunica ruyfchiana. The valvular proces 
which defends the eye in Bodianus palpebratus, the double 
pupil of Coditis Anableps, and the fingular pofition of the 
organs of vilion in Stylephorus, are peculiarities which me- 
rited a place in thefe preliminary remarks. 


If the cirrht attached to the mouths of different fpecies, 
be, as has beea reprefented, copioufly provided with nerves 
and blood-veflels, we fhould be inclined to regard them rather as 
organs of toch, than defigned to anf{wer the purpofe which 
in the hody of this work is afligned to them. ~ 

Dr. Shaw adopts the common opinion refpecting the ule 
of the air-bladder; but adds, that the complete theory of 
its operation does not feem to have been yet explained. 
We are diipofed to think with Dr. Monro, that the air con- 
tained in it is a fecreted fiuid; and to confider its function as 
allied in part to that of the branchia, an* opinion firft fug- 
gefied, we believe, by Rolreuter. The fpleen is faid to be 
placed near the back-bone, and at a place where it is fubject 
io au alternate contiriction and dilatation from the prefiure 
of the air-bag, which is fituated in its neighbourhood: but 
no intimation js given of Dr. Menro having obferved two 
fpleens in the Angci fith, and not fewer than feven in the 





* Pitcibus familiare videtur ut magna corporis moles minuto 
cerebro animetur. Steno: Element. Myolog. Specrmen.p. 100; 
where the reader may find an anticipation of the fentiments o! 
fome modern phyfiologifts, concerning the diftinét offices of the 
brain and nerves. 

Sturgeen. 
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Sturgeon. We are induced to mention thefe fads, as a 
fimilar ftru¢ture of that vifcus occurs in the porpoife, and, if 
our information be correct, in fome amphibious quadrupeds 
of warm blood, that procure their prey under water. In the 
enumeration of the yifcera, Dr. S. has forgotten the urinary 
bladder; and all the knowledge that can be gleaned from his 
preface concerning the diftinction of the fexes is comprifed 
in the following fentence : 

“ The ova in the female are difpofed in two large oblong bodies, 
one on each fide of the abdomen; and the milt or foft roe of the 
male appears in a fimilar form in the fame part.” 


Though it might be difficult to give a general idea of the 
Oficology of animals that differ fo widely as fifhes from 
each other, yet in an effay which profefles to confider 
them as a difttn@ tribe of animals, an account of the ftruc- 
ture of the fpine, and of the bones that are embedded in the 
mufeles without any connection with the reft of the fkeleton, 
might have been introduced with propriety. Our readers 
will learn with furprife that, befides other omiffions of con- 
fequence, the author has neglected to fupply them with a 
definition of the clais of animals, which he has undertaken 
to defcribe. 

Independent of ftruéture (and of phyfiological confidera- 
tions, in fearch of which the eye ranges in vain amidft the 


unproductive pages of Dr. Shaw) there are fome general 
queftions conneéted with the fubjeét which might be difcuffed 
with more advantage in the introduction, than under the 
hiftory of any particular ech the migration of the vagrant 


tribes, for inftance, of which no notice is taken in any part 
of the work as far as it has yet proceeded, if we except the 
iiformation conveyed in the following extract : 

“ The long migration of the mackerel, as well as of the herring, 
feems at prefent to be greatly called in queftion: and it is thought 
more probable that the fhoals which appear in fuch abundance 
round the more temperate European coatts, in reality refide during 
the winter at no very great diftance; immerfing themfelves in the 
{olt bottom, and remaining in a ftate of torpidity, from which they 
are awakened by the warmth of the returning fpring, and gradu- 
ally recover their former. aétivity.” 


The author adds in a note: 


“ Of their torpidity, the Count de Ceptde adduces the tefti- 
mony of an eye-witnels; viz, M. Pleville-le-Peley, who, about the 
coafts of Hudfon’s Bay, obferved the mud, at the bottom of the fmall 
clear hollows incrufted with ice, round thofe coafts, entirely brif- 
tled over by the tails of mackerels embedded jn it nearly three 
parts of their length,” 

To 
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To the habits and economy of a large portion of the ani. 
mals now under confideration we are almoft wholly ftrangers, 
Many of them, natives of regions rately vifited by a fcientific 
obferver, have been defcribed from a fingle fpecimen only; 
and the claim of others to a place in the fyftem refts on the 

refumed authenticity of drawings. The element they inha. 
Bie impofes a powerful check on our curiofity ; and, combined 
with other circumfiances, reduces all that can be advanced 
with fafety, in regard to numerous individuals, to the deli- 
neation of their forms, and the infertion of their names ina 
fyfiematic catalogue. We with the author had more fre. 
quently ftudied to relieve the uniformity proceeding from thefe 
caules, by enlarging, whenever a fuitable occafion offered, 
on the more remarkable properties of feveral of the {pecies, 
We hold in no veneration that herd of compilers who think 
their objet can never be accomplifhed, unlefs they colleé 
every thing that has even the moft remote bearing on their 
iheme.— 

Niwio, Gun loaow cw wArbov Rusou wares. 

But we are apprehenfive left the author, by adhering fome. 
what too ftrictly to an oppofite mode of conduét, fhould incu 
the rifque of leffening the number of his admirers, and of 
making fewer profelytes to the delightful purfuits of natural 
hiftory. We cannot help expreffing fome furprife that Dr. 
Anderion’s account of the migrations of the eel was not men- 
tioned in the hiftory of thai animal. Our readers, perhaps, 
will require no apology for its appearance in this place, ot 
for our embracing an opportunity of recalling their attention 
to a work which was dropped, we believe, tor want of pa- 
tronage ; but which we would recommend to their perufal, as 
containing many interefting communications on the fubjetis 
it profefies to embrace.* 

“* Having oceafion,” fays Dr. Anderfon, “ to walk frequently on 
the banks of the river Dee, im Aberdeenthire, I could not help ob- 
ferving a black kind of mark that ran along the edge of the river 
in on uninterrupted line wherever I went, very like the dark 
mark left by water on many occafions along the margin of pools 
where the bottom is gravel: which line followed the bends and 
windings of the river, being often fuddenly deflected by ftones or 
other interruptions, without any breach of its continuity. This 
line had frequently caught my eye without attracting particular no- 
tice, till one time that I came to a projecting point, round which 
the current was brifker than ufual. At this place I perceived 





* Recreations in Agriculture, Natural Hiftory, Arts, and Mif- 
cellaneous Literature: by James Anderfon, LL.D. 6 vols. 8vo. 
1802, : 

kind 
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kind of vibratory motion in the line; ahd, on looking clofef, I 
obferved fomething like the wriggling of an animal making efforts 
to ftem the current. I ftooped down, and put my hand into the 
water to touch the line, with a view to examine what it was. The 
line became difcontinued when my hand approached it, and I could 
touch nothing of it; but it united again as foon as my hand was 
withdrawn, This induced me to examine it very nearly; and I then 
perceived, to my no fmall aftonifhment, that this line was formed 
by an uninterrupted feries of fmall eels, moving forward with great 
celerity, exaétly in the fame manner as a long file of foldiers might 
march, without interruption. Thefe eels did not, as nearly as I cah 
recollect, exceed half an inch in length, but were in all refpects 
perfectly formed like the common eel. The line might, perhaps, 
onan average, confift of from twenty to thirty in breadth; ahd the 
individuals being in different degrees of forwardnefs, and clofe to 
each other, made the line uniform, without any thing like links or 
breaks of any fort. I-obferved them with great attention for a long 
timey and am convinced that they advanced:with a progrefé of not 
lefs than four miles an hour. This progrefs continued, without in- 
terruption night or day, for eight days together that I remained at 
that place: how much longer it continued I had no opportunity of 
learning ; but there was no apparent diminution of it when I left 
the place. I erofied the river on purpofe to obferve whether there 
was a fimilar line on the oppofite fide, and found it in all refpetts 
the fame.” ; 

But to return to our author. It would be doing him great 
injuftice to deny that there are many articles in the prefent 
volume which are calculated to convey both pleafure and in- 
firuction to the general clafs of readers. As a farther fpecimen, 
we felect the hiftory of the Remora ; ree: £ however, a 
long paflage of Pliny, done into Englifh by Philemon Hol- 


land, 
MEDITERRANEAN REMORA. 


“Echeneis Remora. LE. fufea, frriis capitis oco-decim, cuitde 

ubfurcata. 

Brown Remora, with about eighteen Bars on the fhield, and fub- 
furcated tail. 

_Echeneis Remora. E. cauda bifurca, firiis capitis 18. Lin. Su/. 
Nat. p. 446. ' 

Remora Imperati et Aldrovandi, Will. p. 119. 

Echeneis pinna caudali femilunata. Bloch. Pi. 172. 

“ The extraordinary faculty which this fith poffeffes, of adhering 
at pleafure with the utmoft tenacity to any moderately fiat furface, 
was not unobferved by the ancients, dnd is defcribed, in ternis of 
eonfiderable luxuriance, by Pliny in particular; who, giving way 
to the popular prejudices of his time, reprefents the Reniora as pof- 
fefling the power of ftopping a veffel in full fail, fo as to render it 
perfectly immoveable in the midft of the fea. 

“ The 
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“ The real fact is, that the Remora, being a fith of very weak 
powers of fin, takes the advantage of attaching itfelf to any large 
{wimming body, whether animate or inanimate, which it happens 
to encounter ; adhering to thips as well as whales, fharks, and many 
other of the larger fifhes: it has even been obierved by Commerfon, 
that the Remora is{o ill calculated for fupporting a long and laborious 
courfe in the water, that when left to its own exertions, it generally 
fwims on its back, and that in an unfteady and feeble manner, |t 
is therefore neceffary that it fhould avail itfelf of the occafional af 
fiftance of fome larger floating body. For this purpofe, the upper 
part of the head is wonderfully conitituted ; prefenting a large, tiat, 
oval thield or area, traveried by numerous diffepiments or part- 
tions, each of which is fringed at the edge by a rowof very nune- 
rous perpendicular teeth or - filaments, while the whole area or oval 
{pace is firengthened by a longitudinal divifion or feptum. So 
ftrong is the power of adhefion which the fifth by this apparatus is 
enabled to exert, that we are afiured by Commerfon, whofe ober. 
vations on this fubje¢t are detailed by Cepéde, that, on applying 
his thumb to the fhield of a living Remora, it was affected not only 
with a ftrong fiupor, but even with a kind of paralsfis, which con- 
tinued for 2 conliderable time after withdrawing his hand. When 
attached, as is {frequently the cafe, to the fkin of a fhark or other 
large fith, it quits not its hold when the former is drawn out of the 
water, but continues adhering after the death of the animal; nor 
is it eafy for the ftrongeft arin to effect its feparation, unlets it be 
pulled in a lateral direction, fo as to force it to flide along the fur- 
face of the fkin. When a great many of thefe fifhes are thus adber- 
ing at once to the fides of a fhip, they may in fome degree retard its 
motion, by preventing its eafy paffage through the water, in the 
fame manner us any other extraneous fubftances are known to 0; 
nor can it be thought improbable that the adhefion of thefe fishes in 
confiderable numbers to the fide of a fmall canoe, in the earlier 
ages of mankind, may have operated till more powerfully, and not 
only have impeded its progrefs, but even have caufed it to incline 
towards one fide; and the tale once related might have gradually 
grown into the exaggerated powers afterward afc ribed to the animal. 

« A fecond reafon of the Remora’s thus attaching itfelf to the larger 
fifhes and to veffels is, that it may be in readinefs to avail itfelf on 
the occafional remains of the prey of the former, or of the ofials 
thrown out from the latter; being naturally voracious, and by 1 
means delicate in its choice, and frequently following veffels in great 
numbers in order to obtain occafional fupplies of food. The Re- 
mora, alfo, efpeciaily in ttormy weather, adheres to rocks, like the 
Lump-Fifh and fome others. 

“ The Remora is principally an inhabitant of the Mediterranea 
and Atlantic feas, Its general colour is an uniform brown, with- 
out any material difference of thade either on the upper or lower 
furface. It fometimes, however, varies in colour; and Commer!- 
fon affures us, that when a great number of thefe fithes are attached 
ejther to the fide ofa vetfel or tq a large fith, it is not very unconl 
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mon to fee one or two which differ from the reft, in being of a 
whitith colour. The fkin is fmooth and defiitute of fcales, but 
marked with numerous imprefied points or pores: the mouth is 
large, and furnifhed with very numerous {mali teeth ; and the lower 
jaw is rather longer than the upper: the eyes are fmall, with yellow 
irides: the lateral line commences above the pectoral fins, and from 
thence pretty fuddenly defcending, runs ftraight in the tail, which 
is of a flightly forked or rather lunated form. The number of 
traniverfe divifions on the fhield of this fpecies varies fom fixteen 
to twenty, but the moft general number is eighteen. The fith grows 
to the length of about eighteen inches. 

At the end of the genus Lasrus, Dr. Shaw makes the fol- 
lowing apology :—* It is by no means improbable, that many 
of the Labri may be rather varieties than f{pecies traly dif-_ 
tinct; and it may be added, that feveral may with equal pro- 
priety rank under the genus Sparus. It tollows, therefore, 
that any repetitions which in arranging thefe two genera may, 
through overfight, have eafily taken place, muft be rather an 
advantage than an inconvenience, as tending to facilitate the 
inveftigation of the fpecies.” , On the former account no 
blame can attach to the author ; but it is with pain we ob- 
ferve, in the latter part of this paragraph, an attempt made to 
palliate a pra¢tice that is indefenfible, and which it certainly 
was in his power to have avoided. The inftances where a 
{pecies oceurs twice are, probably, not numerous. A fingle 
example was brought forward in our Review for January. 
Another has fince occurred to us. The Chatodon unimacula- 
tus, defcribed page 335, occurs a fecond.time, page 366. The 
following, which are repetitions in appearance merely, fhow 
that due attention has not been ufed in framing the trivial 
names, 

Sparus MELANURUS. 
Page 419 Page 429 
is is 
Sp. Oblada Cep. Perca melanura Linn, 
410. Sparus ARGENTEUS. 438. 
Sp. argentatus Linn. Perea argentea Linn. 
415. Sparus ViTTATus. 465. 
Sp. vittatus Bloch. Perca vittata Linn. 
424. Sparus Brunnicuil. 462. 
Sp, Bogaraveo Cep. Labrus fafcus Linn. 
Lutianus Brunnichii Cep. 
424. Sparus MAssILiEnsis. 462. 

Sp. Matflilienfis Cep. Labrus unimaculatus Lina. 

Lutianus .Mafiilienfis Cep. 


SParus 
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435- Sparvus SINENSIs. 466. 
Sp. Sinenfis Cep. Perca Sinenfis Linn, 


Another fource of confufion arifes from appropriating to 
new {pecies thofe names which, by a change of arrangement, 
are become obfolete in regard to the f{pecies they were origi- 
nally employed to defignate. Sparus pulpebratus, page 464, 
is the Percu palpebrofa of Linneus. The Sp. palpebratus of 
Boddaert and Gmelin is transferred, on account of the {pines 
on its opercula, to the new genus Bodianus. The fith de- 
fcribed page 508 is not the Labrus fufcus of Linnzus, but a 
diftinét fpecies introduced by Cepéde. 

On fome occafions we have been led to think that Dr. Shaw 
has trufted too implicitly to the accuracy of former compilers. 
Had he confulted Dr. Pallas’s defcription of the Gymnotus 
albifrons, he would, doubtlefs, have informed his readers, that 
it is not lefs diftinguifhed from its congeners by the circun- 
ftance to which it owes its fpecific name, than by the extra- 
ordinary length of ‘the tail; a diftinét caudal fin ; and the very 
unufual conformation of the anal fin, which is not connected 
with the body of the animal, except at the infertion of its 
radii. In juttification of the author, it may, we are aware, 
be alleged, that the fpecimen examined by Dr. Pallas had 
been kept many years in {pirit; and that what appeared to be 
a natural peculiarity was, in effect, the confequénce. of acci- 
dental injury. The truth, however, we iufpeét to be, that 
Dr. S.’s defcription was originally abridged from Gmelin ; as 
a very material correction made by Ceptde, lke an after- 
thought, meets the reader’s eye only in the fhape of an anno- 
tation. That the Spici/egia of Pallas were not confulted, may 
be inferred from the remarks concerning another {pecies, (the 
G. fafciatus,) which are aicribed to Dr. Bloch; whereas the me- 
rit of them, whatever it may be, is folely due to Dr. Pallas. 

We think the author entitled to confiderable praife for the 
fkill he has manifefied in the confiruction of the {peeifie cha- 
raéiers; but we are of opinion, that, both in this and the 
preceding volumes, too much firefs has been laid on colour. 
A diftinétion fo fugitive ought, in the generality of cafes, and 
whenever its ufe can be difpenfed with, to occupy only 4 
fubordinate fiation. Regarding the number of rays in the 
fins, more efpecially when the fins are long and fhallow, asa 
charaéter on which no very great dependence can be placed, 
the author has not been foliciious, except in a few infiances, 
to introduce it into the prefent work. As we coincide with 
hun in fentiment, we cannot ferioully lament its abfence. But 


as it would haveadded little to the bulk- of his performance, 
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if exprefled in the ufual compendious form, we wifh he had 
complied with the prevailing tafte of naturalifts. Dr. Shaw 
‘has, we muft confefs, exceeded our expectation, by afligning 
{pecific charaéters in genera that include only a fingle fpecies. 

On perufing the Hiftory of Fifhes by Cepéde, we were 
furprized to find the nomenclature of many of his genera fo 
little conformable to the rules eftablifhed by Linnzeus for the 
formation of generic names. Gobiomorus is, as far as we re- 
colleét, the only exceptionable inftance of this kind that Dr. 
Shaw has retained: but Kurtus, Macrourus, and a pretty long 
lit of trivial names in the volume before us, tranfgrefs another 
canon of the Swedifh fage, refpecting the orthography of 
Greek derivatives:—Cum nomina Greca Latinis pingantur 
literis, debent et litera Grace, ab omni evo a Romanis mutate, 
mutari. Crit. Bot. § 247. 

The language, as our readers will perceive from the paffages 
we have quoted, is fuch as might have been expected from a 
writer of gonfummate tafte and erudition; and bears no re- 
femblance whatever to the naufeating jargon of fome late 
botanical publications. In the following paflage we have re- 
marked a whimfical inftance of obfcurity, originating, we 
prefume, in a wifh to avoid technical expreflions :—“ One 
might imagine that fo great a number of young, confined in 
fo {mall a fpace, might injure each other by the brifknefs of 
their motions: but this is prevented by the curious di/pofition 
of fibres and cellules among which they are diftributed, as well 
us by the peculiar fluid with which they are Jjurrounded.” We 
imagine the paflage would have been equally correct, and 
more intelligible, if, in place of the words printed in Italics, 
he had faid:— by the fluid contents and invefting membranes 
of the ova.” 

_Tn the fubfequent volumes, we wifh that Dr. Shaw would fa- 
cilitate the inveftigation of fpecies, by prefixing to each fection 
a lynoptic table of the get.era; by retaining in the running 
title only the generic name; and where the fpecies are nu- 
merous, by marking the fubdivifions at the head of each page. 
The index greatly needs improvement. - 

The plates, we are willing to admit, are accurate, and, ia 
general, fuperior to what we meet with in books of this de- 
icription. But they borrow from, rather than reflect luftre on, 
the-very eminent artift whofe name is aflociated with that of 
the author in the title-page. 

\ ig : . . * . . . 

Ve wait with impatience for the continuation of this per- 
formance ; and hope, that Dr. Shaw will infufe into it a larger 
portion of that Promethean flame which diffufes warmth and 
anunation over the claflieal pages of the Naturalift’s Mifcellany, 
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Arr. LXVII. Hifory of the French Confulate under Napoleon 
Buonaparte ; being an authentic Narrative of his Adminijtration, 
including a Sketch of his Life, interfperfed with curious Ane. 
dotes, and a faithful Statement of interefting Tranfactions. By 
W. Barré. 8vo. pp. 535. Price 10s. 6d. Hurft. London, 1804, 


sb difcufling the charaéters and ations of eminent perfons, 
praife and blame are rarely dealt forth with moderation, 
Panegyrifis and detraétors feem alike to think, that in order 
to gain credit they muft preferve confiftency ; and that, to 
allow the leaft demerit on one hand, or to forbear from any 
invective on the other, would be a bafe dereliction of the 
general principle they intend to enforce. 

Mr. Barré, who, in the courfe of this work, deferibes hin- 
felf'a French protettant, is enabled from perfonal obfervatio 
to relate many facts, and furnifh many remarks on the con- 
duct of the firft conful of France. He detetis the tyranny, 
hypocrify, cruelty, and atheifm of the perfon whofe life he 
deicribes, and in that detefiation we cordially join: but to 
render any remarks on fuch fubjects generally beneficial, they 
fhould be accompanied with candour, and recommended by 
moderation. Without thefe, truth will appear calumny, and 
every unauthenticated anecdote the effufion of malice, while 
found reflections and judicious deductions will be neglected 
as the intemperate effufions of party zeal, or the ebullitions 
of political rancour. 

The work before us is divided into ten chapters. It begins 
with the accounts often, and, we believe, truly, given, of ili 
penury of Bonaparte’s family * ; his early education, and the 
firft ot his revolutionary exploits at Toulon, and in the maflacr 
of the tretze Vendemiaire. From the care with which thefe ci 
cumftances are enumerated, we fhould have expected that mort 
ample notice would have been taken of the campuign in Italy 
in 1796, than is contained in thefe few words; “The campaigt 
in Italy was extremely brilliant, and withal revolutionary. 
We are ready to agree that, even in that campaign, the iu 
cefs which attended Bonaparte has cauted his talents 
be over-rated ; but, in a work where all his faults are co: 
lected, and repeated again and again, left they fhould have 
efcaped the memory of the reader, it feems not quite fair to 
afford fuch flight means of difcutiing a feries of events, mary 
of which muft, after making all poflible deductions, produce @ 


— 





* Mr. Barré infitts ftrongly on an undifputed fact, that the propet 
orthography of this name is Ruonaparte; but he gives a good real! 
for the flight change when he obferves, (p.512) that Italians 
France are apt to Frenchify their names. 

balance 





at, to 
N any 


of the 


; him. 
vation 
COM 
ranny, 
ife he 
yut to 
, they 
ed by 
r, and 
while 
lected 
itions 


Degins 
of ihe 
d the 
ffacre 
(e cit 
-more 
Italy 
paiga 
vary. 
e fuc- 
its to 
> col 
have 
air to 
many 
uce a 
ie 
oper 
ealon 
uns in 


lance 


1804.)  Barré’s Hijtory of the French Confulate. 529 


balance in favour of Bonaparte. That campaign muft do him 
honour as a military man, though it leaves on the mind the 
moft horrible impreffions of his character in every other re- 
fpect. The paflage of St. Bernard in 1800 is treated in a man- 
ner equally unfatisfactory, producing nothing from this author 
but a cold compliment to the foldiers for dragging the artil- 
lery up the mountain ; a labour which rendered their pailage 
more aftonifhing than that of the Carthaginians under Hanni- 
bal, “ who had no artillery to drag.” 

From thefe fpecimens the reader will perceive that M. 
Basré is not difpofed to make any concellious favourable to the 
firft conful; but, on the other hand, he has ufed indefatigable 
diligence in colleéting every circumfiance-which can make an 
impreflion to his diladvantage, whether derived from his 
birth, family, education, perional character, political or ma- 
trimonial conneétions, or from the conduct of thofe venal and 
abject wretches whom he employs as tools in his tyranny over 
the degraded nominal republic of France. In many places, 
the oblervations of M. Barré on thefe fubjects are forcible and 
jut. His details want clearnefs, being too often interrupted 
by the reflections of the author, and by farcafms and ironical 
hints introduced in parenthefes. He frequently digreiles for 
the purpole of giving anecdotes of people in various depart- 
ments of the ftate, defcending even to the underlings in offices, 
and recapitulating charges of peculation, bribery, ftock-job- 
bing, and the purchafe or acquifition of national domains, by 
which the upftarts of the revolution have obtained immenie 
fortunes. eo 

On the ufe Bonaparte has made of his ill-gotten power; on 
his fhow of mercy but real cruelty in the recal of emigrants ; 
on the mockery of religion in its pretended re-eftablifhment, 
while an oath is impofed on every catholic prieft, compelling 
him to difclofe the fecrets intrufted to him in confeiiion ; on 
the infulting luxury and naufeous immorality of the conful’s 
whole family; on the vices of that government which multi- 
plies taxes while the means of indutftry are fuppretled ; which 
draws from the people the fimall remains of their feeble re- 
fources by lotteries, of which there are eighteen in every 
month, and in which the poor are permitted to adventure for 
the finall fum of five-pence fierling ; on the barbarous apathy 
with which thefe ruined wretches are told, when they ery for 
bread, that they may have a Rumford foup for three fare 
things ; on all thefe and fome other fubjects, the author makes 
reflections equally creditable to his judgment and his feelings. 
Perhaps he is right in his calculation, that the great majority 
of the French nation fincerely with for the refioration of the 

Vou]. M x royal 
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royal family ; but we think him too fanguine in the opinion, 
that, on the appearance of a French prince in the Wefiem 
departments, a force would join him fufficient to effe& the 
re-cilablithment of the throne ; and that the firft coniul, abap. 
doned by thoie on whom he moft relies, and detefied by the 
whole nation, whom he opprefies and infults, would find at 
once the termination of his power and his exiftence. 

The author apologizes for the feverity with which he {peaks 
of Bonaparte and others, by affirming that his narrative is 
grounded on very vaiuable documents which he has brought 
with him from France. “ Thofe,” he fays, “ who might find 
too much acerbity in the language, fhould recollect, that in 
mentioning robberies and murders, impofture and hypocrify, 
apofiacy and perjury, craftinefs and bafenefs, it would have 
been unbecoming not to animadvert on the guilty individuals 
who deferve to be branded with infamy. ‘When faéts ar 
proved qualifications are unjuftifiable.” Taking this apology 
in its full latitude, we think the author would have made his 
work more valuable by retrenching fome animadverfions which 
are too frequently repeated ; by foftening fome phrafes which 
are too coarfe for a produétion which affumes the title of a hif- 
tory; and by omitting fome few jokes @ la mode de Paris, and 
charges againft Buonaparte and his family, the mention of 
which can anfwer no good purpofe. 

In points of hiftory M. Barré is fometimes wrong through 
negligence; for example, he atcribes (p. go) the deftraction of 
the empire of Tippoo Saib to Lord Cornwallis; and he tates 
(p. 165), that on the famous 10th of November 1709, Bona- 
parte went to the council of elders after the attempt had been 
made to fiab him in the council of five hundred ; whereas it is 
well known, and M. Barré himfelf quotes (p. 182) the words 
of a proclamation which prove, that he fir#t prefented himfelf 
to the elders, and confequently that it was not “ after his 
{peedy and lucky retreat from the council of five hundred.” 

M. Barré is a Frenchman, and informs us, that he tranflated 
Sir Robert Wilfon’s hiftory of the expedition into his own lan- 
guage, and a pamphlet from the French into ours. It would 
have been well if he had written his prefent work in French, or 
at leaft obtained the affiftance of fome Englifhman in correéting 
the ftyle. The gallicifims and falfe conttruétions which occur 
in every page are not accidental or partial blemithes, but pro- 
ductive at once of fatigue and difguft by their frequency and 
their groffnels, 
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Ant. LXVIII. Philofophical Tranfacions of the Royal Society of 
London, for the Year 1801. Both Parts. 


GREEABLY to the plan which we have adopted, we re- 

yert to the Philofophical Tranfactions for 1801, being 

the firi year of this century; a volume containing many 
apers of confiderable importance. 


1. The Croonian Lecture. On the Irritability of Nerves. 
By Everard Home, Efq. 


THE nerves have been confidered as chords not capable of 
contra¢tion, except from their connection with the cellular 
membrane and blood veflels. An unexpected retraction of 
ihe median nerve, which had been feparated from the cellular 
membrane, and was divided in an attempt to remove fome ex- 
traordinary fpafmodic affeétions in a very iryitable habit, (of 
which cafe a detailed account is given,) led fo feveral experi- 
menis, chiefly on the phrenic nerve of horfes, from which Mr. 
H. concludes, ; 

“ That the nerves of an animal in health are capable of retra¢t- 
ing themfelves when divided; and that this effect 1s entirely inde- 
pendent of the parts by which they are furrounded. That this con- 
traction takes place in the nervous-fibres themfelves, and is inde- 
pendent of the brain, from which they originate, and of the mufcles 
and other parts in which they terminate. That the contracted nerve 
exhibits to the eye an appearance of contraction in its fibres, not to 
be feen when it is ina relaxed ftate.” (p. 117.) 

It has been a common opinion, that nerves ferve only asa 
medium by which the mufcles may receive the influence of 
the brain, and by which that important ofgan may, in its turn, 
receive the impreffions made upon the different age of the 
body. The circulation of a nervous fluid has alfo been af» 
fumed; but, as Mr. H. juftly obferves, thofe nervous agitas 
tions which are only partial, and the reftoration of divided 
nerves to their functions, which fometimes occurs, (the two 
ends uniting by a new fubftance) affords ftrong objections to 
this hypothefis, 

é 


II. The Bakerian Le&ture. On the Mechanifin of the Eye. 
By Thomas Young, M. D. 


IN 1793 Dr. Young laid before the Royal Society a paper 
refpecting that faculty by which the eye accommodates itielf 
to the perception of objeéis at different diftances. In that 
paper he fuppofed the cryftalline Jens to be mufcular ; but 
lome experiments of Mr. Home (Croonian Lecture, 1795) 
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appearing to refute this hypothefis, the author gave it up, in 
a paper publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfactions for 1809 
Subfequent obfervations led Dr. Y. to refume fo much of his 
former opinion as attributed to the cryftalline lens a power of 
changing its figure. 

After fome general remarks on the fenfe of vifion, and its 
analogy to hearing, Dr. Y. demontftraies the feveral dioptrica 
propofitions of which he makes ufe in this paper. He then 
proceeds to the defcription of a very fimple optometer, for 
the determination of the focal diftance of the eye; the mee 
furement and refrattive powers of the feveral parts of which 
are inveftigated with all the precifion of which the fubjed 
will admit. 

The faculty of accommodating the eye to different dif 
tances, is enjoyed by individuals in various degrees ; and there 
is even reafon to think that this faculty diminithes as perfons 
advance in years. Dr. Y. proceeds, ‘with great ability, to exe 
mine what changes in the eye are neceflary to produce this 
faculty, upon the teveral fuppofitions that the curvature of the 
cornea is diminithed, or that the diftance of the lens from the 
retina is increafed, or that thefe caufes aét conjointly, or, 
finally, that the lens itfelf undergoes an alteration in its 
figure. 

Several experiments are related, which fhew that the eurvs- 
ture of the cornea is not concerned in the accommodation of 
the eye. Other experiments were made, to determine if any 
alteration took place in the length of the axis; but they al 
tended to prove that no fuch alteration takes place : an event 
which might have been deduced from the fituation of the mu- 
cles of the eye. Although the opinion that the accommoc:- 
tion of the eye is owing, in part, toa change of curvature it 
the cornea, and, in part, to an elongation of the axis, is fuj- 
ported by names of the utmoft refpectability in fcience, Dr. \. 
imagines, and we think with reafon, that his experiments ate 
fully futheient to confute it. 

it therefore remained only to inquire into the power of the 
cryftalline Jens to alter the focal length of the eye. Perfous 
who, by couching, have been deprived of the lens, have ap- 
peared to pofleis the faculty of accommodating the eye to the 
diftance of the object ; but, on making frefh obfervations ith 
the optometer, it appears that the actual focal diftance of the 
eyes is totally unchangeable. From the aberration of the le 
teral rays Dr. Y. endeavours to deduce the neceflity of admit- 
ting a change in the figure of the cryftalline lens; and from 
the quantity of this aberration to inyettigate the form the lens 
a¢tually allumes. 

A numba 
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A number of anatomical obfervations, in fupport of this opi- 
nion, occupy the remainder of the paper. 
— 


Ill. On the neceffary Truth of certain Conclufions obtained 
by Means of imaginary Quantities. By Robert Wood- 
houfe, A. M. Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge. 


THE introduction of impoflible quantities into mathematics 
has given occafion to much controverfy ; and thefe quantities 
have been faid to exhibit the fingular paradox of leading to 
jut conclufions, although in themfelves unintelligible. This 
paradox has been explained, upon the ground of their being 
analogous to intelligible quantities; but Mr. W. is utterly 
againft the admiffion of this explanation, and endeavours to 
demonftrate firiétly why the conclufions obtained by means of 
impoflible quantities are true. He is of opinion, that the in- 
troduction of the fymbols reprefenting them may not only be 
defended as commodious, (being of eafy and extenfive appli- 
cation,) but alfo as abfolutely neceffary in the theory of equa- 
tions, ip order to attain general rules, and compendious me- 
thods. 

Why Mr. W. does not mention the author whofe opinion, 
in refpect to the principle of analogy, he controverts, we can- 
not conceive : even the quotation exprefsly taken from him is 
without any reference. This defect we fhall fupply : the quo- 
tation is from the Philofophical Traniactions for 1778, Vol. 
LXVIIL. page 326, ina papet by the Rev. Mr. John Play- 
fair, “ On the Arithmetic of impoffible Quantities.” 


IV. On the Produétion of artificial Cold by Means of Mu- 
riate of Lime. By Mr. Richard Walker. 


MR. Walker here purfues the difcovery of Prof. Lowitz re- 
{peGing the cooling power of Muriate of Lime, by-mixing of 
which with {now, quickfilver may be frozen, when the tempe- 
rature of the mixture is at + 32° Fahr.: whereas a mixture of 
nitrous acid and fnow requires to be cooled down to + 7°, to 
produce that effect. 

The greateft cold produced by a mixture of muriate of lime 
and fnow was—73°; but Mr. W. produced a cold of—o17 by 
amixture of 8 parts of {now with 10 of adiluted acid (formed 
of 8 pone of concentrated vitriolic acid, 4 of water, and 1 of 
reGtified fpirit of wine), the fnow and acid being previoufly 
cooled. to — 70° by two fucceflive operations with muriate of 
lime and faow. Mr. W. has alfo found that ice may be pro- 

MM 3 cured 





534 THE IMPERIAL REVIEW. [Aven 


cured perfeClly tranfparent by forming a coat of it on the 
out/ide of a veilel containing a frigorific mixture. 
—oo 


V. Account of a monftrous Lamb. By Mr. Anthony 


Carlifle. 


THE whole firucture of this animal was perfect, except the 
head. The external ears were large, but the meatus extermi 
were wanting ; no veftige of the eyes, nofe, or any of the ap- 
paratus of the mouth, could be difeovered. The only opening 
in the head being formed of the epiglottis, and ferving asa 
common paflage to the oefophagus and trachea The whole 
cerebrum, and all its nerves, were deficient, as alfo many of 
the adjacent parts; but the cerebellum was perfect. 

—_— 


VI. An anatomical Defcription of a Male Rhinoceros. By 
* Mr. H. Leigh Thomas, Surgeon. 


THIS animal was brought from the Eaft Indies, and, after 
a fhort ftay in London, died of an inflammation of its lungs, 
before it had attained its full growth. The general ‘internal 
firucture refembled that of the horfe ; but the eye, which was 
not much larger than that of a fheep, exhibited a fingular ap- 
pearance. Four procefles, apparently mufcular, arofe by dil- 
tiné tendons from the internal and pofierior pertion of the 
{clerotica, into which they are ftrongly inferted, at equal dil- 
tances from the optic nerve. Thefe procefies, pafling forward 
between the coats, became gradually broader, and were infen- 
fibly loft in the choroid, at the broadeft diameter of the eye. 
Mr. T. imagines the ufe of thefe proceffes is to accommodate 
the length of the axis of the eye to the diftance of the objet. 
The cryttalline lens was nearly ipherical, the anterior furface 
being only a little flattened. 


VII. Demonftration of a Theorem, by which fuch Povsions 
of the Solidity of'a Sphere are affigned as admit an Alge- 
braic Exprefion. By Robert Woodhoute, A¥YM. Fellow 
of Caius College, Cambridge. 

THIS excellent mathematician here gives the demonfiration 
of a theorem, which had been announced to the National In- 
ftitute by M. Boffut, but of which the analyfis had been with- 
held. The theorem is thus expreffed. 

“ If a fphere be pierced perpendicularly to the plane of one of 
its great circles, by two cylinders of which the axes pafs through 
the middle points of two radii that compote a diameter of this great 


circle, the two portions, thus taken away from the whole waa! 
“0 
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of the fphere, leave a remainder equal to two-ninths of the cube of 
the fphere’s diameter.” (p. 153.) 
SS ; 
VIII. Account of the Difcovery of Silver in Herland Copper 
Mine. By the Rev. Malachy Hitchins. 


HERLAND mine is about feven miles N. E. of St. Mi- 
chael’s Mount, on the Southern, and two miles and an half 
from the mouth of the river Hayle, on the Northern coaft of 
the county of Cornwall. No ores of filver were difcovered in 
this mine till ithad been funk 110 fathoms from the furface ; 
when, at the interfection of one of the copper lodes with a 
crofs lode, compofed of quartz intermixed with a variety of 
other minerals, a confiderable quantity of filver ore was found. 
On finking 32 fathoms farther, this production of filver ceafed. 


IX. Account of an Elephant’s Tufk, in which the Iron Head 
of a Spear was found imbedded. By Mr. Charles Combe, 
of Exeter College, Oxford. 


A Srrixine peculiarity attended this infertion of an extra- 
neous matter within the fubitance of the tufk, viz. that there 
was no mark of external injury. Hence it is probable that the 
{pear head entered at the bafis of the trunk, the animal having 
been wounded perpendicularly between the probofcis and the 
interior angle of the eye; and that the elephant had furvived 
the wound for many years. 


X. Defcription of the Arfeniates of Copper, and of Iron, 
‘fond the Cousty of Cornwall. By the Count ae Bour- 
non. 

A NEW copper mine, called Huel Gorland, in the parifh of 
Gwennap, having yielded many fine fpecimens of thefe arfe- 
niates, hitherto little known, this excellent mineralift, whofe 
{kill and experience are well known, was led to give a parti- 
cular attention to them. After defcribing the matrices in 
which they are found, one of which, from its deep yellow co- 
lour, and hematitic appearance, he propofes to form into a 
new {pecies, by the name of the yellow hematitic copper ore, 
he divides the arfeniates of copper into four fpecies ; for de- 
{criptions of which we muft refer to the paper itfelf. 

From the experiments of Mr. Chenevix, in the fucceeding 
paper, it is evident that the Count de Bournon has divided 
thefe arfeniates in a manner perfeétly accordant to their che- 
mical analyfis; and has thus exhibited a ftriking inftance of 
the great improvements now making ia the feience of miner- 
alogy, by attention to the form and firucture of cryftals. 
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XI. Analyfis of the Arfeniates of Copper, and of Iron, de- 
Jeribed in the preceding Paper ; likewife an Analyfis of 
the red oétaedral Copper Ore of Cornwall; with Re- 
marks on fome particular Modes of Analyfis. By Richard 
Chenevix, Efq. 

THESE analyfes were partly undertaken to difcover what 
degree of confidence could be placed in the eryftallographic 
arrangement of minerals; to the merits of which they bear 
ample teftimony. 

M. Prouft has fhewn, that the real oxide of copper is of a 
brown colour, which colour is retained in the combinations 
into which it enters; the blue or green colour, formerly attri- 
buted to the oxide itfelf, being due to its combination with wa- 
ter, in which ftate it is moft frequently found in cupreous falts ; 
the fame combination with water appears in the arfeniates, 
Mr. C. by aferies of well-conducted experiments, points out 
the contents of the feveral fpecies defcribed by the Count de 
Bournon. 

In addition to the analyfis, the fubjoined remarks on the 
humid affay of minerals, are of importance. In the ufual mode 
of precipitating the nitrous folution of copper ores, by carbo- 
nate of pot-afh, a triple falt is formed, viz. carbonate of pot- 
afh, holding more or lefs hydrate of copper: hence this me- 
thod is inaccurale. When metals are precipitated by each 
other, feveral phenomena occur, which at prefent appear para- 
doxical. Mr. C. contents himfelf with pointing them out; 
but without attempting to reconcile the apparent contradic- 
tions, which, if the antiphlogiftic theory be admitted as true, 
they involve. In Dr. Wollatfton’s paper (N° X X11.) obfer- 
vations will be found that promife, in fome meafure, to clear 
up thefe difficulties. As itis not eafy in practice to feparaic 
the fulphur from ores, by dilute nitric acid, Mr. C. propofes 
to acidify the fulphur by firong nitric acid; then, on adding 
nitrate of barytes, the fulphate of barytes will fall down. He 
found 14.4 (or 14.6) of fulphur, produced 100 of fulphate 
of barytes; but, by combining the ftatements of M. Lavoifier 
and M. Fourcroy, this quantity of the falt fhould contain 
23.43 of se cm We have noi the leafi hefitation in pre- 
ferring the eftimation of Mr. C. and have no doubt that La- 
voifier was miftaken refpecting the conteuts of fulphuric acid. 
It is alfo advantageous to acidify the metallic arfenic in ores, 
by nitric acid; and to precipitate by nitrate of lead: 22 of 
arfenic yields 100 of precipitate. 

Muriatic acid, boiled upon more iron than it could diffolve, 
produced a colouilefs folution, from which alkalies threw o 
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a white precipitate, which quickly changed to green by con- 
tact of the air. Hence Mr. C. affumes the exiftence of a 
white oxide of iron ; and that the order of oxidation in that 
metal is white, green, black, red. 

The red o¢taedral copper ore, although long known, had 
never been accurately examined. On inveftigation, it appears 
to bea new oxide of copper, at the minimum of oxidation, 
containing only 11,5 of oxygen ini 100 of the oxide: the onl 
oxide of copper hitherto known contains 20. When artificial- 
ly produced by the humid way, the new oxide is of an orange 
colour. 

We perfeétly agree with the author refpecting the injuftice 
of preferring the difcovery of one of the fimple fubftances ufed 
by nature for the compofition of bodies, to the far more ufeful 
purfuit of the feveral combinations formed from different pro- 
portions of the fame principles. 

=—_=_ 


XII. A hiftorical and anatomical Defeription of a doubtful 
Amphibious Animal of Germany, called, by Laureniti, 
Proteus Anguinus. By Charles Schreibers, M. D. of 

Vienna. 

THIS animal has a confiderable refemblance to the Siren 
Lacertina of Linné; from which it differs chiefly by having 
four feet inftead of two, and by its eyes being fearcely difco- 
verable. It is found, but very feldom, in a {mall Jake in Car- 
niolia, and always fubfequent to certain rifings of the water, 
which are fuppofed to originate from the difcharge of fome 
{ubterraneous caverns into the lake. Having gills and lungs 
allo, it has, like the Siren, been confidered by fome as the in- 
termediate ftate of an unknown lizard; but Dr. S. is of opi- 
nion that it is a perfeG animal; fince, notwithftanding the 
moti careful refearches for many years, no animal has hither- 
to been detected, of which it can poflibly be the larva. A 
plate of its external figure, and another of its vilcera, are 
given. 

—S——SS 
XIII. Obfervations tending to inveftigate the Nature of the 
Sun, in order to find the Caufes, or Symptoms, of its vari- 
able Emiffion of Light and Heat: with Remarks on the 
ve that may poffihly be drawn from Solar Obfervations. 
'y William Herfchel, LL.D. 


DR. Herfchel is of opinion, that, as the emiffion of light and 
heat from the fun is variable, and has confiderable influence on 
the feafons, it is our duty to ftudy the operations which are 
carried on upon the folar furface. He brings forward a number 
of obfervations from his journals, refpecting what haye hitherto 

been 
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been called the macule and facule of the fun. From thefe 
obfervations he deduces the following inferences, which are 
entitled to notice : 

He imagines the fun to be “a magnificent inhabitable 
globe,” with a tranfparent atmofphere, fimilar to our own, 
and, like it, fubject to winds. This atinefphere has, in its fy. 
perior regions, two diftinct clatles of clouds. The lowermof, 
which however are at the diftance of feveral hundred mile 
from the furface of the fun, are fimilar to thole of our planet: 
the uppermoft are a kind of luminous decompofition, or me- 
teor refembling the aurora borealis, but, on accunt of the 
- denfity of the folar atmofphere, much more permanent, 

he inferior clouds fo entirely cover the fun’s furface that it is 
probable fcarcely any but tranfmitted light arrives at the fu- 
face. The gafes, from the decompofition of which the lumi- 
nous clouds arife, in forcing, or attempting to force, their way 
through the inferior clouds, and the reflexion from the latter, 
produce the appearances which Dr. H. diftinguifhes by the 
names of openings, fhallows, ridges, nodules, corrugations, in- 
dentations, and pores. In the former of which the folid body 
of the fun being feen, and not being lucid, is miftaken for 
mere black {pots, or their nuclei. 

Dr. H. in profecuting the inquiry concerning the influence 
of the folar phenomena on the feafons, compares them with 
the average price of wheat. This price is, however, influenced 
by fo many caufes, independent of the feafons, that we can by 
no means confider this part of the paper as the moft valuable. 

=——— 


XIV. Obfervations on the Struéture, and Mode of Growth, 
of the Grinding Teeth of the Wild Boar, and Anime! 
ncognitum. By Everard Home, Efq. 

THE particular mode of dentition, by fucceffional grinders 
with increafed furfaces, which had hitherto been obferved 
only in the Sus Ethiopicus, and the elephant, is here extended 
by Mr. H. to the wild boar, the animal incognitum, and even 
to the human {pecies, particularly the negro. He conjectures 
alfo, that this increafe of the grinders, and elongation of the 
jaw, were ftill more remarkable in the early races of mankind. 


XV. Account of fome Experiments on the Afcent of the Sap 
in Trees. By Thomas Andrew Knight, Eiq. 


THIS natural operation not having heen fatisfactorily ex- 
plained, Mr. Knight has inftituted a feries of well-contrived 
experiments to acquire a further knowledge of the vegetable 
economy. From thefe he is led to imagine that the fap, which 


forms the wood, defcends from the leaves through the os 





1804.] London Philofophical Tranfaétions. 539 


On tracing the tubes which conveyed a coloured infufion into 
the leaves, he found that they are diftinét from the common 
yeflels of the alburnum, and furround the medulla in bundles, 
commencing a few inches below the leaf to which they be- 
long. As thefe tubes conftitute a centre in the fhoot, round 
which the future alburnum is formed, he propofes to call them 
the central veffels: they have the fpiral tubes for appendages. 
The returning veffels appear to be of two forts; one form- 
ing a new layer of alburnum, the other the new internal 
bark. He found that branches, from which fome of the leaves 
were removed, were perfectly well fed below the uppermoft 
leaf, but failed immediately above it. Mr. K. fuppofes, that 
the medulla ferves only as a refervoir to fupply-the extraordi- 
nary perfpiration caufed by the rays of the fun. He makes 
feveral obfervations rélpeéting the firucture of the fruit, and 
the motion of the fluids within it. He is ofopinion, that the 
immediate agent which produces the afcent of the fap is the 
true or filver grain of the wood. The lamingw which compofe 
ihis grain are extremely irritable, even after the tree is cut 
down, producing the phenomena of warping, and the fponta- 
neous fplitting of wood. -They are placed between the veflels 
of the alburnum, and prefs on them; they are therefore 
ina fituation :to propel the fap to the extremities of the 
branches. 

That vegetables poffefs “ a vehicle of irritation, and an in- 
irinfic power of moving,” is, according to Mr. K., evident from 
the efforts that a vine-leaf will make to turn its upper furface 
to the light, and from feveral other circumftances. The heart, 
or coloured wood, feems to be fimilar to the bones of animals 
in its office, and is only found in the trunk and large branches ; 
but, if the roots are laid bare, their alburnum is converted 
into coloured wood, which does not appear to have any fiuids 
moving through it, unlefs in young trees. The commence- 
ment of the coloured wood, and the termination of the albur- 
num, are often found in the middle of an annual layer. 

From Mr. K’s experiments on the defcent of the fap in 
trees, (of which we gave fome account in a former number) 
it appears that the two furfaces of the leaf have diftinét offi- 
ces, as he found that the under furface of a vine-leaf emitted 
a confiderable quantity of moifture, but not the upper fur- 
face, which furtace feems either to abforb light, or, at leaf, 
to operate by the influence of that agent. 

Even when branches were inverted he found, that the 
bark and wood were generated at the lower lip of the 
wounds, which in fact were uppermofi, on account of the 
inverted pofition of the branches, The gravitation of ~ 

ap 
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fap appears therefore to be the caufe of this increafe; and 
hence it is that perpendicular fhoots grow with much greater 
vigour than others. When the motion of young apple-trees 
was confined to a certain direction, Mr. K. found that the 
diameter of their {tems was more increaled in the direction 
of the motion, than in the other. This obfervation, joined 
with that of the {mall quantity of alburnum depofited when 
the leaves are fhaded, ferves to explain the cautes of the very 
different growth of infulated trees in expofed fituations, 
and of thofe which grow in crowded forefis. The alburnum 
appears to be depofited on the external fides of the central 
veffels, and on the medulla. 

Mr. K. is decidedly againft the opinion, that the filver grain 
is derived from the medulla. The medullary proceffes, a 
the filver grain has been called, take their origin from the 
bark, and are formed in lines converging to the médulla, but 
have no connection with it. The alburnum extends from the 
extremities of the'roots to the points of the annual {fhoots, 
and the fap is impelled along its common tubes ; as the albur- 
num ceafes to exift at the bafe of the buds, and in the {fuc- 
culent part of the young fhoot, there the action of the cen- 
tral vellels and {piral tubes commence. The fap, thus cen- 
veyed to the leaves, and expofed to the air and light, is brought 
back again, by the returning vefflels, to the bark, and adds 
new matter to every part of the tree, It is probable, 
although the fap acquires in the leaf the power of generating 
wood, that it alfo undergoes fome changes in the bark, potli- 
bly by difcharging fome of its component parts through the 
pores of the bark. 

From an experiment on the potatoe, Mr. K. is of opinion, 
that the buds produced in tuberous rooted plants beneath the 
ground, are alfo formed of matter which has defcended from 
the leaves through the bark; this fubje¢t he means to difculs 
more at length in a future paper. 

=—-— 


XVI. Additional Obfervations, tending to inveftigate th 
Symptoms of the variable Emiffion of the Light and Heat 
of the Sun; with Trials to fet afide darkening Gaffes, by 
tranfmitting the folar Rays through Liquids ; and a few 
Remarks to remove Objeétions that might be made again; 
ome of the Arguments contained in the former Paper. 
By William Herichel, LL.D. 


DR.HERSCHEL in fome meafure apologizes for having {up- 
pofed that a connection exifts between the {pots in the fun and 


the price of wheat. In lieu of fmoked glailes, he tried a 
on 
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miffion of the rays through various liquids, inclofed in a trough 
with parallel glafs fides. Of thofe he tried, he feems to prefer 
ink diluted with water, and filtered through paper, which 
cave a fnow-white image of the fun, perfectly diftinct. The 
{un appeared blue, when viewed through a tolution of green 
vitriol, to which fo much tincture of galls had been added as 
was fufficient to ftop the light: on the contrary, it appeared 
red, and by no means fo diftinct, when viewed through the 
tincture of galls darkened with the folution of green 
vitriol. 
—————_—_ 
XVII. On an improved Reflecting Circle. By Jofeph de 
Mendoza Rios, Etg. 

THIS is an ingenious attempt to combine the improvements 
of Profefior Mayer, and of the Chevalier de Borda, with fome 
others which are peculiar to the author. A plan, feétion, and 
perlpective view of the inftrument are given. 

——_—_—_ 
XVIII. Obfervations and Experiments upon Dr. James's 
Powder ; with a Method of preparing, in the humid Way, 
a fimilar Subflance. By Richard Chenevix, Efq. 

THE procefs propofed by Mr. C. is, to diffolve equal quan- 
tities of the precipitate formed by water in butter of antimony, 
and of phofphate of lime, in the {malleft poflible quantity of 
muriatic acid ; and to pour this folution, gradually, into water 
impregnated with ammonia: a copious precipitation of a 
white powder takes place. Two parts of the oxide of anti- 
mony, and one of the phofphate, gave a precipitate whofe 
medicinal powers were ftronger, 

Although we have ne doubt of the value of this preparation 
as an antimonial medicine, yet, refpecting the identity of this 
precipitate, with the pulvis antimonialis, or with Dr. James's 
powder, we find fome caufe for hefitation. The prefent prepa- 
ration is totally foluble in acids ; the pulvis antimonialis leaves 
an infoluble refiduum of about 44 parts in 100, and Dr. James's 
powder leayes a refiduum of 28 parts in the fame quantity. 

oo 


XIX. Cafe of a young Gentleman who recovered his Sight 
when Seven Years of Age, after having been deprived of 
it by Cataraéts before he was a-Year old; with Remarks. 
By Mr. James Ware, Surgeon. ; 

IT appears from this paper, that children born with cata- 


racts are neyerthelefs able to diftinguith colours, and are fen- 
fible 
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fible of the approach ofan objec towards their eye ; hence, 
when the cataraéts are removed, they are immediately capa. 
ble of forming fome judgment of the diftance and ftate of the 
furrounding objects. The cataracts of children being in gee 
neral fluid, or at leaft foft, do not admit of extraction ; but, 
if the capfule is punctured with a couching needle, the opake 
matter is frequently abforbed. As this operation admits the 
ufe of a fpeculum oculi, it may be performed at an early age; 
and, fhould it prove unfuccefsful, it will not preclude the 
performance of extraction at a fubfequent period. 


XX. An Account of fome Galvanic Combinations, formed 
by the Arrangement of fingle metallic Plates and Fluids, 
analogous .to the new Galvanic Apparatus of Mr. Volta, 
By Mr. Humphry Davy, Leéturer of Chemiftry in th 
Royal Inftitution. 


THE Galvanic piles heretofore ufed, confifted of a ftratum 
of fluid, and of two folids, either both metais, or alternately 
metal and charcoal; but Mr. D. difcovered, that the Galvanic 
phenomena take place when plates formed of a fingle metal 
are connected together by two different fluids, fo that only 
one of their furfaces may either be oxidated, or may act upon 
fulphuretted hydrogen, or upon fulphurets diffolved in water; 
the other furface being in contaé with a fluid which has no 
chemical action on the metal: and this production of the Gal- 
vanic influence was more abundant when the two oppofite 
furfaces of the plates were undergoing different chemical 
changes. By cementing plates of metal and of glafs (or other 
non-conducting fubftance) alternately, in a non-conducting 
trough, filling the intermediate {paces with the different fluids, 
in pairs, and connecting thefe fluids by flips of moiftened 
cloth carried over the plates of glafs, an apparatus is formed, 
the effects of which are more permanent than thofe of a 
pile. 


XXI. A Continuation of the Experiments and Obfervations 
on the Light which is fpontancoufly emitted from various 
Bodies; with ion Experiments and Objfervations on 


folar Light, when imbibed by Canton’s Phofphorus. By 
Nathaniel Hulme, M.D. 


THESE interefting experiments are continued from the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfactions for 1800. Thofe in the prefent volume 
relate chiefly to the effeéts of various aériform fluids on {pon- 
taneous light, which prefent fome fingular phenomena, and 
will claim the attention of the experimental philofopher. 

2 
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An improvement in the procefs for Canton’s phofphorus is 
mentioned in this paper, by omitting the pulverization of the 
fhelis, and ufing precipitated fulphur. 


XXII. Experiments on the chemical Produétion and Agency 
of Eleétricity. By William Hyde Wollafton, M.D. 


DR. WOLLASTON, by reducing the Galvanic procefs of 
excitation to its moft fimp!e ftate, endeavours to {how that 
the oxydation of the metal is the primary caufe of the elec- 
trical phenomena. 

The experiments defcribed in this paper appear to us to be 
very important, as they tend to throw iome light upon thofe 
anomalies in the affinities of oxygen with hydrogen, and with 
ihe metals, to which Mr. Chenevix alludes in his analyfis of 
the arfeniates of copper, Xe. 


XXIII. Further Obfervations on the Effects mhich take 
Place from the Defiruétion of the Membrana Tympani of 
the Ear; with an Account of an Operation for the Re- 
moval of a particular Species of Deafnefs, By Mr. Aftley 


Cooper. 


MR.COOPER here adduces additional obfervations to fhew, 
that even the entire deftruction of the membrana tympani is not 
followed by a total lofs of hearing. And, in thofe kinds of 
deafnefs which arife from aclofure of the Euftachian tube, he 
recommends the puncturing of the membrana tympani as a 
fate and fuccefsful operation. 

The ufual meteorological journal is given at the end of the 
firft part, and the lift of prefents at the end of the fecond. 

_ The medal on Sir Godfrey Copley’s donation was adjudged, 
for 1800, to Edward Howard, Efg. for his paper on a new 
fulminating mercury. 





Arr. LXIX. The moft remarkable Year in the Life of Auguftus Von 
Kotzebue, containing an Account of his Exile. Written by him- 
felf. Tranflated from the German by the Rev. Benjamin Benf- 
ford, Englith LeGurer to the Queen of Pruflia. 3 vols. 
pp-776, Price 12s. Phillips; 1802. 

TS laft ten years have exhibited fuch a feries of extraor- 
dinary events, that the great, the ftupendous, and what, 

had not livin g evidence attefted it, would have been confidered as 
the incredible, are become familiar to the mind :—the artificial 
combinations 
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combinations of genius are tame and trivial, compared with 
the authenticated facts fucceflively prefented to the public, 
Fable yields to hiftory; and the moft extravagant dream; 
of romance are now identified with the trite realities of ex. 
perience. 

In this era of revolutions, few individuals have known trials 
more fevere, or viciflitudes more remarkable, than the Pref. 
dent Kotzebue ; and it is a curious coincidence, that mere 
literary fame fhould have expofed this popular dramatifi to 
dangers fimilar to thofe which the love of liberty had drawn on 
fome of his contemporaries. The ever-memorable journey 
to Ruflia which forms the fubjeét of the prefent work, origi. 
ginated in his wife’s folicitude to revifit her native country, 
and to rejoin the circle of friends from whom the had been 
feparated during the laft three years, which the had fpent with 
her hufband at Weimar. Having obtained leave of abfence 
from the Emperor of Germany, to whom the author was dra 
matic ceuior, and procured a paflport from the Ruffian court, 
in which every particular relative to his route was minutely 
fpecitied, Kotzebue, with his wife and three children, left 
Weimar on the 10th of April 1800, and, till he had arrived at 
Berlin, appears to have entertained no doubts with regard 
to the fatety of his enterprize. During his ftay in that city, 
fome gloomy apprehenfions damped his own ardour, but his 
wife’s impatience triumphed over his reluétance; and tre- 
jecting the prudent precautions fuggefted by his friends as 
pufillanimous and unjutt, he perfifted (not without fecret 
prefages of evil) in his refolution of advancing to the Rutlian 
frontiers. 

*“ We came in fight of the lines, and were now on the territory 
of Ruffia: we could, however, have returned ;~-no foldier ftopped 
us ;—no river, no bridge, not the flighteft barrier feparated us from 
the Pruflian dominions. Silent, and with a heavy heart, I caft my 
eyes to the left. All the admonitions I had received now afiailed 
me—lI could fearcelv breathe: my wife, too, had her alarms, which 
fhe has fince owned. She looked at me without faying a word. 
Still we had time to retreat :—the wheel of fortune was turned, 
and we were about to undergo our deftiny. ‘ Halt!’ cried a 
coffack, armed with a long pike. We were at the foot oi a bridge 
that led over a fmall brook : the guard-houfe lay on the left. The 
officer made his appearance: * Your pafiport, fir..—Here it is— 
The officer opened it, and examined the fignature. ‘ You are come 
from Berlin ?'—Yes.—‘ Very well: pray go on, fir’ He madea 
figir ;—the barrier opened,—the carriage rolled with a heavy found 
over the bridge :—the barrier fhut behind us, and I heaved a deep 
figh. Here we are, cried Ito my wife, affe¢ting to be gay. Heaven 
kuows, however, that all my uneaiinefs was confined to the ingle 
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point of my return :—far was I from thinking that my perfonal 
fafety was at all in danger. We arrived in a few minutes at Wo- 
langen, a fmall town where the cuftom-houfe is eftablifhed. At 
the head of this department was M. Sellin, a polite and humane 
man, formerly a lieutenant-colonel of a regiment quartered at 
Narva. He had refided at no great diftance from my wife’s patri- 
monial eftate: when I left Ruffia we had embraced on this fame 
fpot, and my wife and I were happy to find we were on the point 
of meeting him again. I alighted from my carriage, and Sellin 
appeared on the flight of fteps before the door. I approached and 
embraced him, but he returned my falute with an air of gravity. I 
afked him if he did not recolle¢t me ?~ He made no reply, and ftrove 
afterwards to appear cordial. My wife now alighted, and the evi- 
dent embarrafiment of Sellin made her fhudder : he received her, 
however, with politenefs, and handed her into the houfe. Wey- 
rauch the comedian, who had accompanied us from Memel, was 
likewife admitted without difficulty. My wife affumed the eafy 
gaiety of behaviour which takes,place between old acquaintance. 
Sellin anfwered in an awkward manner; and at length turning 
towards me,, faid, ‘ Where is your paffport ?—In the hands of the 
Coffack officer. He was filent, and the concern he felt was vifi- 
ble in his countenance. The paffport foon appeared. Sellin pe- 
rufed it, and then afked if I was the Prefident Kotzebue? The 
quettion on his part was fingular:—Doubtlefs, I replied, I am that 
perfon. In that cafe, continued he, (but he inftantly ftopped thort, 
and I obferved that his countenance was pale, and his lip quivering,) 
then, addreffing himfelf to my wife, ‘ Be not alarmed, madam; 
but I have orders to arreft your hufband.’ The unhappy woman 
gave a loud fhriek :—her knees tottered, fhe flew to me, threw her- 
felf about my neck, and began to load herfelf with the moft bitter 
reproaches. My children could not underftand what was going 
forward, and I myfelf was petrified.. But the ftate of my wife, wha 
was fallen into a fwoon, reftored my prefence of mind : I took her 
into my arms, and placed her on a chair. I then ftrove all in my 
power to confole her, and fhe recovered. Then, attending to 
what related to myfelf, I turned inftantly towards Sellin. Telk me, 
faid 1, what your orders imply ; and, above all, keep nothing from 
me. ‘I am commanded to feize your papers, and to fend them, 
together with yourfelf, to Mittau.,—What will happen to me there? 
— Your papers will be examined, and the governor will receive 
further inftruétions upon the bufinefs.’—Nothing more ?—‘ Noth- 
ing”—And my family may accompany me ?—‘Certainly.’ Well 
then, faid I, to my dear and excellent wife, we may make our- 
felves perfectly eafy: we are going to Mittau ;—fuch was our ori- 
ginal intention. My papers are in order, and can be liable to no 
fufpicion, This arreft is nothing more than mere precaution ;—e 
meature of prudence, which may be overlooked in a monarch dur- 
ing the revolutions which at this time convulfe the world,” 


Vou. I, Nx With 
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With reflections fuch as thefe, the unfortunate Kotzebue 
confoled his afflicted wife ; and fo far was he from conceiy- 
ing the nature of the evil which impended, that, though 
many opportunities offered for efcape during his progrefs from 
Wolangen to Mittau, he proceeded with the confidence of 
innocence, in the full periuafion that no ferious .impediment 
could arife to the profecution of his journey. On reaching 
Mittau he was firft informed that he was to be feparated from 
his family, and conducted under guard to Peterfburgh. Pain- 
ful as the feparation muft have been, Kotzebue fupported it 
with fortitude and equanimity ; and, by a fort of infatuation, 
left his wife at Mittau without any fafpicion of his real defti- 
nation. But the fanguine poet was not long to remain under 
this delufion: after pafling Riga, he obferved that the route 
was changed : the dreadful truth rufhed to his mind, and he 
learnt, with unutterable horror, that he was going under the 
efcort of an aulic counfellor and a fenate courier to the re- 
mote and barbarous diftriét of Tobolfk !!! Roufed by his fitua- 
tion, he inftantly refolved to make one defperate effort for his 
efcape; and fo powerfully did the alternation of hope and 
fear infpire him with courage, that, in defiance of dangers the 
moft eminent, and difficulties {carcely furmountable, he a¢tu- 
ally effeéted this object ; at an inn within a fhort diftance of 
Stockmonthof he withdrew from his conductors, waded through 
a fwampy meadow, concealed himfelf in a deep wood that 
fkirted the borders of the Duna, and finally, in a ftate of ex- 
hanfiion that threatened delirium, gained the caftle of the 
Chamberlain Bayer, with whom he had been intimate, and 
from whofe humanity he hoped to receive proteétion: but 
here tov Kotzebue foon difcovered that he had committed an 
error in=calculation. His guards were im purfuit of their 
fugitive :—the chamberlain was too anxious for his own fafety 
to kiarbour in his manfion a man whofe name had been offen- 

-five to the Emperor Paul; and all that Kotzebue achieved by 

his perilous enterprize was, the affurance that his humble me- 
morial fhould be prefented to the Czar, and nothing omitted 
which might intereft that monarch in his favour. With the 
feeble hope that clemency might prevail over caprice, Kotze- 
bue left the caftle, rejoined his efcort at Riga, and quietly 
purfued his melancholy courfe to Siberia. The following 
affeéting picture of a wretched maniac, dragging out exiftence 
in exile, will probably awaken fome commiferation and fome 
indignant feeling in our readers : 

“ We ftopped to change horfes at a village, and as I was fitting 


at the door of a cottage breaking fome bread into a bow! of mili, 
ae an 
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an old man of fixty, whofe hair and beard were white as fnow, 
threw himfelf on the ground, and inquired with extreme eagernefs 
ifwe had brought him any letters from Revel. I fixed my eyes 
ftedfaftly upon him: I doubted whether I had rightly underftood 
him; upon which, a woman who was ftanding by whifpered me, 
‘ This man has loft his fenfes: he ftarts from his bed every time he 
hears of the arrival of a ftranger, and always afks the fame quef- 
tion. Give mea piece of paper,’ continued fhe, ‘ and I will pacify 
him, otherwife you will have much trouble with him; for he will 
perlift in ftaying here, and tire you with his lamentations. She 
then pretended to read a letter to him, beginning witlt thefe words, 
‘ My dear hufband, I am in perfecthealth, and likewife are all our 
children, Make yourfelf eafy :—we fhall foon be with you.’ The 
old man. appeared to liften with extreme delight ; he fmiled and 
firoked his beard ; then, taking the paper in his hand, he prefied it 
to his bofom. He now related very rationally, that he had for- 
merly been a foldier; had ferved on board the Ruffian fleet at 
Cronftadt, and at other places. He added, that he was an invalid, 
that he had juft left his wife, and that fhe was with her children at 
Revel. The woman told us, that he had left them thirty years. 
The poor man vehemently contradi¢ted her,. and then feated him- 
felfon the end of a bench, where my two gentlemen were amufing 
themfelves in their old way, and of whom he appeared to take no 
notice. After this he uttered fome words which I could not well 
hear; then cried out aloud, ‘ My deareft, where art thou at this 
moment? art thou at Revel, at Riga, or at Peterfburgh ?” 

On the tenth of May Kotzebue arrived at Tobolfk ; which 
he defcribes as a large town, not ill built, and, firange as it 
may feem, not without its theatre, its aflembly, and other 
places of elegant amufement. By a ftrange fatality, he was 
deftined to hear of the fuccefsful reprefentation of his own 
pieces in Siberia, at a time when every work tainted with 
his name was profcribed in the civilized part of the Ruffian 
empire. Kotzebue was even importuned by an aétrefs for in- 
fruction refpeéting the coftume proper to be adopted in his 
Virgin of the Sun ; and urged by a friend to write tragedies, 
when he was himfelf enduring forrows more intenfe than any 
which he had attempted to pourtray. The autlior here takes 
occafion to corre€&t many erroneous, though commonly re- 
ceived opinions, refpecting the exiles in Siberia, whom he 
divides into four claffes : firft, malefactors, who have undergone 
the knout, and whofe noftrils having been flit, are condemned 
to work in the mines of Nertfchink : fecondly, thofe juridi- 
cally condemned, who are degraded to the rank of flaves or 
bondmen, and employed as cultivators of the foil. The third 
clafs comprifes thofe fimply banifhed, who are permitted io 
retain their ordinary revenues, or, if deftitute of pecuniary 
revenues, are entitled to a provifion from government. The 
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fourth clafs includes prifoners of fiate, who are banifhed during 
the fovereign’s pleafure; and thefe are fometimes confined in 
fortrefies, and kept in chains. From the governor, M. Kufche- 
lef, Kotzebue experienced all that humanity, kindnefs, and 
delicacy could fuggeft. He was allowed many privileges, and 
was reftored to a comparatively liberal and even elegant fo- 
ciety. But the calamities of our ill-fated poet were not to ter- 
minate at Tobolf{k : in a few weeks he had to proceed to Kur- 
gan (the name of which fignifies a grave), a miferable fort of 
hamlet, compoted of fordid buildings, and inhabited by a 
rufiic race, far remote from refinement, or even civilization. 
Yet, even here, Kotzebue found beings capable of difintereft- 
ednefs and generofity, proud to exercife the facred rites of hof- 
pitality, and alive to Ai the focial feelings. Defpairing of his 
reftoration to Europe, Kotzebue began to conceive a plan for 
re-uniting himfelf with his family in this immenfe defert, and 
even to cherifh vifions of domeftic happinefs in Siberia. But 
all thefe chimerieal {fpeculations of comparative good, which 
nothing but actual mifery could have feparated from pofitive 
evil, were fuddenly abandoned, when he received a fummons 
from the benevolent Kufchelef to return to Tobolfk, from 
whence, by virtue of an imperial mandate, he was conducted 
to Peterfburgh. We leave the reader to conceive the feelings 


with which Kotzebue approached this city : the joy of eman- 


cipation was reprefied by gloomy apprehenfions for his wife's 
faiety, and by his total ignorance refpeéting the fate of his 
family. At this moment of uncertainty,—of fufpenfe,—of 
terror, Kotzebue learns that his wife is in Peterfburgh: his 
own pen fhall defcribe the fubfequent meeting :-—* I fiood 
trembling at the window which was juft over the gateway :—I 
faw ny wife enter: I ftaggered towards the door :—the 
ruthed in, and fainted in my arms.” It is with reluctance 
we take leave of thefe volumes, in which the attractions of 
fiction are combined with the charms of truth. Curiofity is 
always awake, the imagination confiantly in adtion, and the 
heart ever alive to emotion. Confiderable literary ability ap- 
pears in this performance. The charaéter of the aulic coun- 
fellor and the fenate courier are admirable delineations ; and 
the rapid teries of incidents which occurred in this remarkab'e 
year are interwoven in a fimple narrative, fo exquifitely in- 
ereiting as never to fuffer the reader's attention to wander for 
a fingle moment: in one word, we {cruple not to confefs, 
that the perufal of this book of biography has given us imprel- 
fions of the talents and genius of the author, which ‘we had 


failed to receive from his numerous dramas; his more oftent:- 
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tious and too celebrated volumes: we even venture to predic, 
that this fimple tale of truth will be read and admired, when 
his {plendid tales of fiction are negiected or forgotien. 





Art. LXX. Theological Inftitutes: in Three Parts. Ry George 
Hill, B.D. ¥.R.S.E. Principal of St. Mary's College, &c. dc. 
8vo. pp. +44. price 7s. 6d, Longman and Rees. 1803. 


YNDER the title of Turotosrcat Institutes, Dr. Hill 

) offers a fpecimen of that fort of infiruétion which, for 
fiiteen years, he has been in the habit of addrefling to the 
fiudents of the college over which he has prefided. He has 
divided his work into three parts: the firft is a mere outline of 
a courfe of letures on the fcience of theology ; the fecend is 
a delineation of the conititution of the church of Scotland ; 
and the third is intitled, “ Countels refpecting the public and 
private duties of the paftoral office.” 

To thofe young men who have attended Dr. Hill’s courfe 
of theological 16 Seow the outline here given may be fervice- 
able in recalling to their minds the ftudies of former days. 
In the hands of an able lecturer it may be deemed fufficient 
for every purpofe ; but, as a fyftem, it is evidently defective. 
The references are too few; and for a young man, fuppofed to 
be unacquainted with the fubjeéts, and who reads for infor- 
mation, they are much too vague and indeterminate : thus 
Clarke, and Law, and Jortin, and many others, whote works 
are voluminous, and who treat on many fubjects, are referred 
to without any notice of the particular volume to which the 
lecturer alludes. In other cafes this objection does not occur, 
and to a perfon in the habit of conftantly reviewing his {ubjeét it 
would not have been difficult to have rendered the courie more 
appropriate to the wants of young perfons, by following the 
plan of Doddridge, whofe references are carried not only to 
the particular volume of the author, but to the chapter, iec- 
tion, or even page, of that volume. Be, 

The fecond part of this work contains, in a fhort com- 
pafs, a diftinét view of the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment of the 
church of Scotland. The author does not expect that all his 
reafonings and opinions on this fubjeét will coincide with the 
fentiments of every perfon who examines the fubject. His 
object was rather to give an accurate detail of facts thau to 
attempt a vindication of the fyfiem, which will be unneceflary 
tor the perfons immediately concerned : and with regard to 
thofe who in this part of the ifland are accuftomed to a very 
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different eftablifhment, Dr. Hill does not feem defirous of 
making converts. 

The moft important part of the volume, at leaft that which 
may be moft generally ufeful, is the profeffor’s advice with 
refpect to the pafioral office. The fubjects here treated of are 
all of high value; and though in many things we fhould, per- 
haps, differ from our author, were we minutely to analyze his 
directions, yet there is fo much excellent advice on the fub- 
ject of preaching, and on the manners and habits that mutt 
become familiar to a man if he would be a ufeful and refpecta- 
ble minifter of the Gofpel, that we feel no hefitation in re- 
commending them to the attention of young preachers. As 
a {pecimen of Dr. Hill’s ftyle, we fhall quote his concluding 
advice on the choice of the fubjeéts of preaching. 


“‘ Whatever be the nature of the text which you choofe, you fhould 
begin your preparation by digefting thoroughly in your mind the 
fubject of your difcourfe. We apply the name of loofe preaching to 
that in which no fubje& is completely handled, no plan fteadily 
purfued, but the objeé is perpetually changed, as it fuits the con- 
venience of the fpeaker. Defects in the execution are readily ex- 
cufed by the beft judges; but we do not eafily forgive a man for pre- 
fuming to addrefs a large afflembly upon a folemn occafion, without 
having clear ideas of the fubjeé to which he is to direct their atten- 
tion; and we require, as the firft qualification in a fermon, that 
the preacher, by profound meditation, and the exercife of a found 
judgment, has feparated the points of which he profeffes to fpeak, 
from other points with which they are apt to be confounded ; that 
having prefented to us fome fubjeé poffeffing the gravity, the im- 
portance, and the edification, fuited to a fermcn, he never lofes 
fight of it in the progrefs of his difcourfe, but, according to its 
nature, explain, amplify, or apply it, and leave us in the end 
fatisfied that he has done what he propofeds” 








Arr. LXXI. Caflle Rackrent: an Hibernian Tale. Taken from 
Faéts, and from the Manners of the Irifh Squires, before the Year 
1782. By Maria Edgworth. pp. 214. price 4s. Johnfon. 
1801. 


ie this ingenious Hibernian tale there is much /ocal intereft, 
4 which is unavoidably loft to the mere Englith reader : fuch, 
however, is the humorous delineation of charaéter in the fa- 
inily portraits exhibited in Cafile Rackrent, that though in- 
competent to decide on the accuracy of the likenefs, we heli- 
tate not to oat  9t on the merits of the execution which 


difplays the hand of a matter. As the title-page profeffes to - 
preient only a iketch of Hibernian fquires, fuch as they vs 
meee: ifte 
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ified prior to the year 1782, we will not here inquire whether 
the manners of the Sir Kits and Sir Condys be really obfo- 
lete, or whether the race of the Sir Murtaghs be actually ex- 
tinct. We will only obferve, that the old fteward, Thady 
Quirk, the fuppofed biographer, in a plain unvarnifhed tale, 
expofes the fyftem of peculation eftablifhed by the agency of 
middlemen ; and lays open the frauds and abufes, the vexa- 
tions and reftraints, which are {till believed to deprefs the 
fpirit and paralyze the energies of the Inifh tenantry: the 
memoirs of Thady are related in a quaint and colioquial ftyle, 
the charaéteriftic humour of which is perceptible even to the 
Englifh reader: he enters on his narrative on a“ Monday morn- 
ing,” commencing with Sir Patrick, and terminating with Sir 
Condy. Having premifed that though he is father to an at- 
‘orey, a high gentleman with £1500 a year, he bears no 
other name than that of Thady, Honeft Thady, he proceeds to 
cftablith the antiquity of the Rackrent family. 


“ The family of the Rackrents is, I am proud to fay, one of the 
moft ancient in the kingdom. Every body knows this is not the 
whole family name, which was O‘Shaughlin, related to the kings 
of Ireland—but that was before my time. My grandfather was 
driver to the great Sir Patrick O‘Shaughlin; and I heard him, when 
I was a boy, telling how the Cafile Rackrent eftate came to Sir 
Patrick. Sir Tallyhoo Rackrent was coufin-german to him, and 
had a fine eftate of his own, only never a gate upon it; it being 
his maxim, that a car was the beft gate——Poor gentleman! he loft 
u fine hunter, and his life at laft by it, all in one day’s hunt. But 
} ought to blefs that day, for the eftate came ftraight into the fami- 
ly, upon one condition, which Sir Patrick OShaughlin at the time 
took fadly to heart, they fay, but thought better of it afterwards, 
feeing how large a ftake depended upon it—that he thould, by aét 
of parliament, take and bear the furname and arms of Rackrent. 

Now it was that the world was to fee what was in Sir Patrick. — 
On coming into the eftate, he gave the fineft entertainment ever 
was heard of in the country: not a man could ftand after fupper 
but Sir Patrick himfelf, who could fit out the beft man in Ireland, 
let alone the three kingdoms itfelf. He had his houfe, from one 
vear’s end to another, as full of company as ever it could hold, and 
fuller; for rather than be left out of the parties at Cafile Rackrent, 
many gentlemen, and thofe men of the firft confequence and landed 
eftates in the country, fuch as the O*Neills of Ballynagrotty, and 
the Caftlemoneygawls of Mount Juliets Town, and OShannons of 
New Town Tullyhog, made it their choice, often and often, when 
there was no moon to be had for love nor money, in long winter 
nights, to fleep in the chicken-houfe, which Sir Patrick had fitted 
up for the purpofe of accommodating his friends and the public in 
general who honoured him with their company unexpectedly at 
Cafile Rackrent ; and this went on, I can’t tell you how long. The 
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whole country rang with his praifes. Long life to him !—I’m fure 
I love to look upon his picture, now oppofite to me ; though I 
never faw him, he muft have been a portly gentleman—his neck 
fomething fhort, and remarkable for the largeft pimple on his nofe, 
which, by his particular defire, is ftill extant in his picture, faid 
to be a ftriking likenefs, though taken when young. He is faid 
alfo to be the inventor of rafpberry whifkey, which is very likely, 
as nobody has ever appeared to difpute it with him, and as there 
ftill exifts a brcken punch-bowl at Caftle Rackrent, in the garret, 
with an infcription to that effe—a great curiofity. A few days 

. before his death he was very merry ; it being his honour’s birth-day, 
he called my great grandfather in, God blefs him! to drink the 
company’s health, and filled a bumper himfelf, but could not carry 
it to his head, on account of the great fhake in his hand; on this 
he caft his joke, faying, “ What would my poor father fay to me, 
if he was to pop out of the grave and fee me now ?—TI remember, 
when I was a little boy, the firft bumper of claret he gave me after 
dinner, how he praifed me for carrying it fo fteady to my mouth— 
here’s my thanks to him—a bumper toaft !” 

To the lavifh Sir Patrick fucceeds the litigious and fordid 
Sir Murtagh, who forms a fpirited contraft to his predeceffor. 
The next perfonage introduced is Sir Kit, a young dafhing 
officer; who, having brought an architect for the honfe, and 
an improver for the grounds, looked at their plans and eleva- 


vations, and fixed a day for fettling with his tenants, goes off 
in a whirlwind for town, and by the next poft demands of the 
new agent a fupply of 500/. Sir Rit leaves every thing to 
this agent, who is reprefented as “ one of your middlemen, who 
grind the face of the poor, and can never bear to fee a man 


with a hat on his head.” He ferretted the tenants out of 
“ their lives :—drafts upon drafts from Sir Kit; but I laid it 
“ all to the fault of the agent; for, faid 1, what can Sir Kit 
“do with fo much cafh, and he a fingle man; but {till it 
“ went.”—Honeft Thady now takes occafion to mention, with 
complacency, his fon Jafon, as a“ cute lad, who copied rent 
accounts for the agent, and was foon rewarded with a good 
farm.” ‘Sir Kit, who isa defperate gambler, perfifts in de- 
mands for money, till money can be no longer raifed. The 
agency is then transferred to the wily Jafon, who takes good 
care to fecure his own emolument, under the pretext of pro- 
moting the honour of the family. As a laft refource, Sir Kit 
marries an heirefs, whofe reception at Caftle Rackrent is thus 
defcribed by Thady : 
“ We had waited and waited all day long till eleven o’clock at 
night, and I was thinking of fending the boy to lock the gates, aud . 
giving them up for that night, when there came the carriages thuv- 
dering up to the great hall door. I got the firft fight of the re 
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for when the carriage door opened, juft as fhe had her foot on the 
feps, I held the flam full in her face to light her, at which the fhut 
hereyes, but I had a full view of the reft of her; and greatly fhocked 
] was, for by that light the was little better than a blackamoor, and 
feemed crippled, but that was only fitting fo long in the chariot.— 
“ You’re kindly welcome to Caftle Rackrent, my lady,” fays I, (re- 
collecting who fhe was)—“ Did your honour hear of the bonfires ?” 
—His honour fpoke never a Word, nor fo much as handed her up 
the fteps; he looked to me no more like himfelf than nothing at 
all; I knew I took him for the fkeleton of his honour—I was not 


fure what to fay next to one or t’other; but feeing fhe was a ftran- | 


ger in a foreign country, I thought it but right to {peak cheerful to 
her, fo I went back again to the bonfires :——“ My lady (faysI, as 
fhe croffed the hall) there would have been fifty times as many but 
for fear of the horfes and frightening your ladyfhip—Jafon and I 
forbid them, pleafe your honour.” With that the looked at mea 
little bewildered :-—* Will I havea fire lighted in the ftate-room 


to-night ?” was the next queftion I put to her—but never a word . 


the anfwered ; fo I concluded fhe could not fpeak a word of Englith, 
and was from foreign parts.—The thort and the jong of it was, I 
couldn’t tell what to make of her, fo I left her to herfelf, and went 
firaight down to the fervants’ hall, to learn fomething for certain 
about her. Sir Kit’s own man was tired, but the groom fet him 
a talking at laft, and we had it all out before ever I clofed my eyes 
that night. The bride might well be a great fortune; fhe was a 
Jewith, by all accounts, who are famous for their great riches. 1 
had never feen any of that tribe or nation before, and could only 
gather, that fhe fpoke a ftrange kind of Englifh of her own; that 
ihe could not abide pork or faufages; and went neither to church 
nor mafs.—Merey upon his honour’s poor foul, thought I, what 
will become of him and his, and all of us, with this heretic blacka- 
moor at the head of the Cafile Rackrent eftate? I never flept 2 
wink all night for thinking of it; but, before the fervants, I put 
my pipe in my meuth, and kept my mind to myfelf; for I hada 
great regard for the family: and, after this, when ftrange gentle- 
men’s fervants came to the houfe, and would begin to talk about 
the bride, I took care to put the beft foot foremoft, and paffed her 
for a nabob, in the kitchen, which accounted for her dark com- 
plexion, and every thing.” 


The fubfequent brutality of Sir Kit to his bride is founded 
on the well known hiftory of Lady Cathcart. At length, Sir 
Kit being killed in a duel, the eftate reverts to Sir Condy, 
who, when a boy, had been an indolent, good-humoured, 
dunce ; and, asa man, becomes an improvident, fuperftitious, 
dronith fpendthrift. The eftate, already encumbered with 
mortgages, is foon enthralled with bonds, deeds, and creditors. 
Sir Condy, whofe fole refource is in the artful Jafon, figns 
paper after paper, till the Cafile Rackrent itfelf is transferred 
irom the thoughtlefs {pendthrift to his rapacious agent. The 
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memoirs of Cafile Rackrent prefent an epitome of two orders 
of people, of whom a large proportion of every community 
is compofed—the rifing and declining family. It affords a 
lively pi¢ture of the improvidence and extravagance by which 
property is alienated from the ancient owners. It expotes the 
cratt and chicanery which convert the agent to the principal, 
and the oblique means by which the unprincipled mercenary 
mines his paflage to diftinétion, and finally quits the fubordi- 
nate for the fuperior ftation. From Caftle Rackrent the gay 
may derive amufement, whilft the politician extraéis reflec. 
tion, It is obvious that the refpectable body of yeomanry, 
which in England fills up the interval between the {plendid 
manor-houfe and the thatched hove! ; that intermediate body, 
equally important to the upper and the lower orders of fociety; 
equally competent to repel oppreflion from the one, and to 
repre{s infolence in the other; that body, in England fo va- 
luable and important in its political and civil relations, has in 
Ireland no exifience. On this truth we forbear to comment; 
—we leave our readers to fmile or figh, to laugh or declain, 
according to their refpective temperaments, over the memoirs 


of honejt Thady. 








Art. LXXII. Elements of Galcanif/m, in Theory and Practice ; with 
a comprehenfice View of its Hijiory, from the jirff Experiments of 
Galvani to the prefent Time. Contaming alfo praétical Directiors 
for conjiructing the Galvanic Apperatus, and plain fifiematic Ir- 
Jiructions for performing all the various Experiments. , Iilujirated 
with a great Number of Copper-Plates. By C. H. Wilkinfux. 
8vo. 2 vols. pp. 1000 nearly. Price 1d, 18. Murray. 
1804. 


HE difcoveries in the feience of Galvanifin have, during 

the lati few years, excited the attention of almoft every 
perfon engaged in the purfuit of natural and experimental phi- 
lofophy. It is now not fourteen years fince Galvani, the 
celebrated Italian from whom the {cience derives its name, 
was accidentally led to a feries of experiments, which have 
been fucceeded by others, than which, perhaps, none more 
brilliant and’ aftonifhing were ever exhibited to the world.— 
Two inftances, indeed, are upon record, in which the princi- 
ples of animal eleétricity, now denominated Galvanifin, were 
clearly elicited. So long ago as the year 1767 an expe 
riment is mentioned by Sultzer, in a work intitled “ ‘he 


“ general Theory of Pleafures,” which is certainly refer-- 


rible to Galvanic principles. The other fac, recorded in the 
« Journal 
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« journal Encylopedique de Bologne,” 1786, was noticed by 
M. Cotugno, a medical fiudent, who, while he was diflecting 
amouie, touched with his knife the intercofial nerve, and was 
furprifed and alarmed by an evident eleétrical fhock. Thete 
gentiemen do not appear to have purfued the fubjec, nor can 
ihe fcience be faid to have originated from either of thefe ex- 
periments, though they are now confidered as among the ear- 
lieft and moft fimple that are fhewn by thofe who exhibit a 
courfe of leétures on the fubject. In the year 1790 Galvani, 
of Bologna, while making experiments with a common elec- 
trical machine, was infentibly led to the inveftigation of a {ci- 
ence which will immortalize his name. In the following 
{pring he publifhed an account of his difcoveries, and from 
this period we may date the foundation of Galvanifm. Du- 
ring the laft twelve years it has excited an almoft univerfal 
attention; the progrefs it has made has been exceedingly 
rapid; ftill it may be faid to be in its infancy. New and 
highly intexefting experiments are daily invented, and there is 
every reafon to expect that in chemiftry, at leaft, Galvanifm 
will prove an ufeful and very powerful agent. 

Whether the prefent be a proper period to arrange the 
feveral facts and circumftances connected with this {cience 
into a regular hiftory, may be doubted. The work before us 
isnot, however, fo much a hiftory of the {fcience, as it is a 
general, and perhaps too minute an account of what has been 
done by the Several gentlemen who have devoted their time 
and their talents in the inveftigation. Such a work will un- 
doubtedly have its ufes, and will be highly eftimated as con- 
taining a large collection of materials for fome future hitio- 
rian, whe, when the fiudy is more advanced, fhall fet about 
arranging them in proper order. 

We cannot better defcribe the contents of Mr. Wilkinfon’s 
work than by tranfcribing his own account of it: 


“ Soon after the important experiments of Galvani were an- 
nounced, they were repeated and diverfified by the moft eminent 
phyfiologifts in every part of Europe. Their opinions having been 
difiufed through differeut publications, the feleétion and arrange- 
ment of fuch of them as have been worthy of the reader’s attention 
have been attempted in this prefent work. The valuable effays 
which are diffufed through the French, Italian, German, and Bri- 
tifh Journals, have been attentively examined, as well as the inge- 
nlous productions of Sue, Reinhold, and Humboldt. Thefe mate- 
rials I have not arranged fyftematically, but have principally been 
governed by the era of the original difcovery. I have divided the 
work into two epochs, which appeared the moft interefting ; the firft 
Coufitting of the various difcoveries, from the period of Galvani to 

that 
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that of the Voltaic pile; when the fecond epoch commences, and js 
carried down to the prefent time. 

“ The hiftorical details conftitute the Firft Volumg, and part of 
the Second. The remaining portion I have devoted to the deve. 
lopment of that particular theory which I have for fome time en. 
tertained, and have adhered to the arrangement, which I purpofely 
made for the lectures I have given upon this fubject.” 


The difcoveries made by Galvani were principally with 
dead frogs, the mufcles of which he was able to bring into 
action by means of ele¢tricity ; and éven without any apparent 
eleGtricity the fame motions may be produced in the dead 
animal, or in detached limbs of it, by making a communica- 
tion between the nerves and the mutcles with fubftances that 
are conductors of eleGtricity. If the circuit of communicaticn 
confift of non-conductors, no motion is excited. Having 
made many experiments on this part of the fubject, he endea- 
voured to afcertain whether the electricity of lightning would 
be produétive of the fame effects in the motion of the mul 
cles. The refult of thefe experiments was precifely the fame 
as in the application of the former; and he found the con- 
tractions augmented in proportion to the intenfity of the 
flafhes of lightning, and to the proximity of the eledtrified 
cloud. Hence he began to fufpect that there was an elettri- 
city peculiar to animals, and he conjeétured that the nervous 
fluid paffes from the nerves to the mufcles by a law fimilar to 
that which is evident in the experiment of the Leyden phial. 
He employed a reprefling arc, and a conduéting one; the 
latter always produced contractions, while it was impoflible 
to excite any by means of the other. The contractions were 
more confiderable when two arcs were employed inftead of 
one, if they were fo difpofed as to touch each by one of its 
extremities, the one the nerves, the other the muticles of the 
animal, while the two remaining extremities were brought to- 
gether and connected at pleafure. 

Mr. W. having defcribed the fundamental experimen: 
invented by Galvani, he goes on to ftate the theory which 
that philofopher adopted, and in what way he applied his hy- 
pothefis and his facts to medical fcience ; our readers will be 
glad to read the following extraét, which will at once exhibit 
the ardent mind of the Italian, and be a fpecimen of Mr. Wil- 
kinfon’s ftyle in general ; we fay in general, becaufe, inde- 
pendently of the quotations, of which there are many, and 
thefe very extended ones, we find frequently a difference in 
the ftyle of thofe parts, which we are naturally led to fuppolé 
are Mr. Wilkinfon’s. 

“ The 
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“ The mechanifm of the various movements is explained by Gal- 
yani in the following manner: The eleétrical fluid is drawn and 
attracted from the interior of the mufcles into the nerves, from 
whence it afterwards paffes to the external furface of the mufcles ; 
infomuch that each difcharge of this defcription of ele¢trical phiat 
is followed by a mufcular contraction, which is the effe& of the 
ftimukus produced by the eleétricity. He was ftrengthened in this 
conjecture by the perfe& analogy he fancied he could perceive be- 
tween the phenomena of the Leyden phial in elettricity, and the 
mufcular contraétions, However this parallel may bave been fince 
weakened by a few ifolated facts, or rather by the conclufions 
which have been drawn from them, it is certain that there is a 
firiking fimilitude in the principal points. 

“ It would have been equally fortunate for Galvani, and for the 
medicinal fcience, if, with the powerful refources of his inventive 
genius, he had fucceeded in the principal extenfions he gave to his 
firft hypothefes, in the inveftigation of the caufes of difeafes, and 
had realized his particular ideas relative to the production of rheu- 
matic affections, of the nervous fciatica, and of convulfions and 
tetanus. Thefe ideas, and their application to medicine, will be 
developed in the fequel of this work. In conformity to the theo 
he had eftablifhed, he endeavoured to explain the proximate caufe 
of paralyfis, apoplexy, and epilepfy; and was of opinion that the 
good effects refulting from the adminiftration of various remedies 
in the above difeafes, and, among them, the application of artifi- 
cial eleétricity, were, in certain cafes, to be afcribed to the mode 
of action of thefe remedies on the animal fluid, whatever might be 
the change brought about in the ftate of the latter. It therefore 
appeared to him that the phyfician ought to be governed by this 
intention of cure, in the treatment of his patient; and, in the cafe 
of convulfive difeafes, he confidered that it was of the higheft im- 
portance to inquire which of the two ftates of neat the pofi- 
tive or the negative, it would be moft expedient to employ 

“ After having defcribed the new mode of applying the latter of 
thefe ftates of ele€tricity, which he found of great utility in rheu- 
matic and other analogous affections, Galvani proceeded to expa~ 
tiate on the advantages which might refult, under fimilar circum- 
ftances, from the elettricity of the atmofphere in ftormy weather, 
provided the utmoft caution and prudence fhould be obferved in 
arming with conduétors the affected part. It was in this way that 
he explained the fudden and extraordinary recovery of the ufe of 
the limbs in cafes of paralyfis, in confequence of the lightning hav- 


ing burft at a very inconfiderable diftance from the fpot where the _ 


perfons labouring under the paralytic affection refided. Are not, 
however, thefe fpontaneous cures, fuppofing them to have happen- 
ed, rather to be afcribed to the emotion of terror which a loud clap 
of thunder excited in the fuffering individual? To fuch a caufe may 
be afcribed the cafe related in the Phyfiology of Dumas, of the cure 
of a man, who, at the time his houfe was on fire, recovered the ule 
of his feet by the confternation into which he was thrown.” 1 
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It is not our intention to enter into the controverfies which 
were carried on between Galvani and Volta; it is fufficient 
to fay that they are properly noticed in the work before us; 
and Galvani’s hypothetis is well and fully ftated. In this 
and other parts of the volumes Mr. W. does juftice to the 
feveral contending parties that come under his view, and he 
fiates his own opinions with the confidence becoming a man 
who has confidered the fcience with attention, and who has 
perhaps made as many, or even more experiments in the in- 
veftigation than almoft any other perfon. 

We cannot follow him in his account of the experiments 
made by Volta, Valli, Fontana, Fowler, and many others who 
have equally difiinguifhed themfelves in this branch of {ci- 
ence ; nor can we analyze his abridgments of Reinhold’s 
Review, or of Hun.boldt’s well known, and highly celebrated 
work, intitled, “ Experiments on Galvanifim, and on the Irri- 
tation of the mufcular and nervous Fibres.” The laft, indeed, 
will be read with much intereft by thofe who have attended 
to, or who are entering upon the fcience. The fame may 
be faid generally of the other parts of the work. It would, 
however, have been defirable that Mr. W. fhould have exer- 
cifed his judgment in the art of felection, by which we fhould 
have hada much lefs expenfive book, and we doubt not that 
to beginners, for whom itis intended, it would have been more 
intelligible by being brought with care and attention into a 
fmaller compafs. The fame remark is clearly applicable to the 
Thirteenth Chapter, which is intended to fhow in what way, 
and in what cafes, Galvanifm may be applied to medicine. 
Faéis on this part were furely more dehirable than to {pin 
out a long chapter by detailing the feveral theories which led 
to the attempts in the healing art, and the controverfies to 
which thefe attempts have given rife. Had ovr author, who 
has had experience himfelf, collected into a fhort compafs 
the cafes in which Galvanifin had been fuccefsfully applied 
by the writers to whom he refers, and alfo others in which it 
had been ufelefs or even mifchievous, he would, we appre- 
hend, have done more fervice towards alleviating human 
mifery than can be expected from the fort of differtation with 
which he has prefented us. But it feems to have been his 
ambition to record whatever has been attempted, without re- 
gard to the failure or fuccefs of the experiments. 

The greater part of the Second Volume is devoted to what 
Mr. W. denominates the elements of the fcience, and it ap- 
pears that in the outline he coincides in opinion with Volta, 
though in many inftances he diflers from him. He attempts 
to prove “that the principles of Galvanifin and Electricity are 

iden- 
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identically the fame. That the former is the evolution of 
electricity from conduéting bodies, forming one of their con- 
fituent parts, and difengaged by a chemical procefs; while 
the latter is the fame principle, rendered apparent to our 
{enfes by the temporary changes of non-conducting bodies to 
a conducting ftate.” Hence this Fourth and Laft Part con- 
ftitutes the Elements of Electricity and Galvanifim. 

If the reader expect to find in thefe Elements merely a 
collection of didaétic rules, by which the unexperienced will 
be put into the method of ftudying the fcience, he will be 
agreeably difappointed : he will find interwoven with the firft 
principles and fundamental experiments of Galvanifm a con- 
jiderable body of ufeful information, related in a pleafing 
manner, without oftentation, and yet free from any thing low 
and mean. The following extraét will {peak our feniiments 
and feelings, and will juitify the applaufe which we are defi- 
rous of beftowing upon that part of the work which is more 
immediately Mr. Wilkinfon’s own : 


“ Upon the principles of fimple Galvanic combinations, many 
curious phenomena are explicable. Formerly, in applying copper 
theets to the bottom of fhips, it being the ufage to employ iron 
bolts, it was obferved that the copper foon became loofened in the 
part where the two metals were in contact. This arrangement con- 
tituted a fimple Galvanic combination of two diflimilar metals, and 
an interpofed fluid. In this cafe the interpofed fluid was the fea 
water, or a folution of the muriate of foda, and the metallic fub- 
fiances, the iron and copper. In a fimilar arrangement, the iron, 
the moft oxydable metal, in becoming oxydated in the part more 
immediately in contaé with the copper, is foon deftroyed, and de- 
tached from the latter fubftance. 

“In 1795 Creve firft fhewed that in every fimple Galvanic combi- 
nation water is decompofed. The oxygen, in thefe combinations, 
enters into union with the metal; and the hydrogen is evolved. 

“ Profeffor Robifon has remarked, that the drinking of porter 
out of a pewter pot produces a more brik fenfation than when it is 
taken out of a glafs veffel; and this he afcribes to a Galvanic effect. 
In this inftance there is a combination of one metal and of two dif- 
fimilar fluids. In the aét of drinking, one fide of the pewter pot is 
expofed to the faliva and the humidity of the mouth; while the 
other metallic fide is in conta@ with the porter. In completing the 
circuit, in the a¢t of drinking, a brifk and lively fenfation arites; 
which imparts an agreeable relith to the porter. 

‘“ This ingenious profeffor has carried the refinement of tafte fo 
far, as to fancy that fnuff, taken out of a metellic {nuif-box, excites 
a more agreeable fenfation than when taken out of a box of tortoiie 
thell, or papier maché. 

_“ The difcoloration of a filver fpoon, in the aé& of eating eggs, is 
likewife a curieus Galvanic operation. 
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“ Mr. Carlifle, by a very ingenious analyfis, has proved the ex. 
iftence of fulphur, both in the yelk and in the albumen of an egg, 
A tea-fpoon left immerfed in either of thefe fubitances, undergoes 
no difcoloration ; but the above remarkable phenomenon takes 
place in the aét of eating the egg; the extremity of the fpoon which 
is moft in the mouth being always found to be the moft difco. 
loured. 

“ In this cafe the Galvanic combination confifts of the fulphu- 
rated folution, the filver tea-fpoon, and the faliva. In every Gal- 
vanic operation Creve has fhewn that water is decompofed. The 
nafcent hydrogen, readily uniting with the fulphur, forms fulphv- 
rated hydrogen gas, which produces the difcoloration. It is this 
gas, evolved from our coals in the act of combuftion, which occa- 
fions a fimilar tarnifh to the filver employed for domettic pur- 

ofes. 

ar Volta, to whom we are indebted for the difcovery of the Gal. 
vanic combination of a fingle metal and two different fluids, ob- 
ferves, that if a tin bafin be filled with foap fuds, with lime water, 
or with a ftrong ley, and if it be held by both the hands, moiftened 
in pure water, upon applying the tip of the tongue to the fluid an 
acid tafte will be perceived. In proportion as this acid fenfation 
gradually dies away, the tafte becomes pungent and alkaline.” 

In the concluding chapter our author gives an account of 
Medical Galvanifm, as it has fallen under his own ubfervation, 
with fuch direétions, illuftrated with plates, as may be under- 
flood and applied by others who are difpofed to make fimilar 
attempts. 

In paRALyTic affections Galvanifm has often proved of 
very confiderable advantage: though Mr. W. fays he hus 
never fucceeded pertectly in reftoring the patient to his or- 
ginal fenfibility, he has in many inftances confiderably afliti- 
ed the powers of motion. In connection with this we cannot 
help noticing an interefting account of the pious efforts of a 
young man to refiore to the ufe of his limbs a paralytic father. 

ol. I. 444. 

In cafes of nEAFNEss confiderable relief has been afforded 
by means of Galvanifm; but Mr. W. has never fucceeded in 
being ferviceable to thofe who have complaints in thelr 
eyes. 

“ In involuntary actions of the mufcles,” fays Mr. W. “I know 
of no remedy fo efficacious as Galvanifm. In a contracted ftate oi 
the fingers or hands, however violently the latter may be clenche¢, 
on the application of this principle for the fpace of a few minutes 
it rarely fails to induce a relaxation. In cafes of cramp, if of lon 
continuance, and even of tetanus, or locked jaw, it has afforded 
relief in a fhort {pace of time. In contractions of the joints, and 
in all cafes of rigidity, it will be foand a very advantageous ftimu 


which will greatly contribute to the reftoration of motion. 
“dp 
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« Tn the ftiffnefs of the joints, occafioned by the gout, it has come 
under my obfervation that the ftimulus of Galvanifm, conjointly 
with the flefh-bruth, has been attended by the happieft effects. It 
feems to give fuch a tone to the blood-veffels as to render the cir- 
culation more vigorous. In this ftate of the difeafe fuch an effect 
is very defirable. 

“ Perhaps in no cafe are the advantages of Galvanifm more fen- 
fibly experienced than in indolent tumours, or fcrophulous fwellings, 
which have long remained ftationary. By the influence of this 
principle tumours of this kind have in a few days been brought either 
into a ftate of fuppuration or refolution. Many {wellings are of 
fuch a nature that their removal by either of thefe means is de- 
firable. I have frequently applied the Galvanic principle with the 
utmoft fuccefs in inguina] tumours, which had refifted every other 
curative intention. The obtufe aching fenfation, generally attendant 
on thefe indolent tumours, is very fpeedily removed. In fcrophu- 
lous atiections of the neck it has been found very beneficial.” 


With regard to the influence of Galvanifm in cafes of 
mental derangement, Mr. W. mentions its good effects in two 
inftances by Aldini: he gives Mr. Haflam’s theory on the 
fubieét, but does not appear to have had any experience him- 
felt. But in the nervous head-achs to which females are 
lubjeét, accompanied by a violent oppreffive fenfation over 
the eyes, with an almoft entire inability of motion, he fays 
Galvanifim is of the greateft advantage. 

Our author concludes with confidering the effe&s of Gal- 
vanifm in cates of fufpended animation, and gives fome direc- 
tions for treatment in attempting to bring back the vital 
ipark, 


“ When life is fufpended, and the principle of irritability not 
deftroyed, the ftimulus of Galvanifm, if prudently employed, may 
rouje the dormant energies of vitality, and reftore the fyftem to its 
naturally active ftate. Fortunately, in moft cafes of afphyxia, the 
principle of irritability is not in any degree leffened. An animal, whe- 
ther drowned in water or in hydrogen gas, exhibits nearly the fame 
fymptoms. When expofed to either ot thefe media, the pulfe foon 
becomes weak and frequent; the animal feels at the breaft an 
anxiety, which it ftruggles to relieve; and thefe difficulties increafe 
until it falls down without fenfe or motion.” 


And again— 


“In cafes of fufpended animation, whether from drowning, 
hanging, or expofure to noxious gates, the body fhould be divefted 
of its clothing, and placed in a warm bed, nearly approaching to 
the natural temperature. If it can be procured, air with an in- 
creafed proportion of oxygen, fhould be introduced into the lungs ; 
and at the fame inftant very gentle Galvanic fhocks fhould be fent 
through the body, ig fuch a dire@tion as to influence the heart.— 

Vou. I, Oo By 
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By combining this principle with the other ufual means, the mof 
advantageous effects may be expected. In the cafe of Fortier, fiye 
or fix hours after his execution, fuch a<tions were produced by ‘he 
Galvanic apparatus as to lead the practitioners who were pretext 
to fuppofe that at this late period even a recovery might, by peri. 
verance, have enfued. The general idea that in cates of hanyiyy 
the vertebra are diflocated, is erroneous. Very few inftances have 
occurred of any organic derangement ; infomuch that whether the 
death be occafioned by hanging or drowning, the caufe is the fame, 

“ | have conftantly entertained a perfuafion that complete death 
takes place from the arteries being emptied of their contents. In 
the laft convulfive agonies thofe arterial terminations which do not 
admit the paffage of red blood having loft their refifting power, ful- 
fer the whole of the blood to be emptied into the venous fyftem— 
In this way the energy of every part of the body is defiroyed. 

** Having thus confidered the principle of Galvanifm in its ope- 
rations upon animate and inanimate matter, I prefume that this 
fubject will be deemed worthy of our moft ferious attention. It enables 
us to refer to the fame caufe many beautiful phenomena in Nature, 
and is an additional argument in proof of the fimplicity by which 
all her procefies are effected. The difcovery of this principle has 
contributed to remove, in a certain degree, the veil which has bi- 
therto prevented us from comprehending a variety of changes in 
the material world. 

“« On a fuppofition that Galvanifm is the intermediate principle 
between matter and fpirit, I cannot, I muft confefs, conceive the 
mode in which the agency is effected. 'To tomprehend the effence 
of our own animation requires the powers of a principle fuperior to 
that which we pofiefs. Infinite as I regard the difference betwees 
e€ommon matter and our vital principle, ftill we may fuppofe ano- 
ther infinitude between our {pring of life and that Source which 
comprehends all.” 











Art. LXXIII. An Account of the late Improvements in Galcanijn, 
with a Series of curious and interefiing Experiments performed 
before the Commifiioners of the French National Inftitute, and r- 
peated lately in the Anatomical Theatres of London, By Join 
Aldini, Profejor of Experimental Philofophy in the Univerjity 4 
Bologna. ‘To which is added, an Appendix, containing the A 
ihor’s Experiments on the Body of a Malefactor executed at Nes 
gate; &c. &c.: illufrated with Engravings. 4to. pp. 22) 
price £.1. 1s. Cuthell and Martin. 1803. 


HE name of Aldini, like that of Galvani, his uncle, & 
well known by all, in every country, who have paid any 
attention to the newly difcovered fcience of Galvanifin : and 
had the volume before us been a tranflation from a publithe 
woxk in any language, the tregflator, or editor, or both, - 
6 : D 
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in the prefent inftance they appear to be different perfons,) 
might, undoubtedly, have ufed their diferetion with regard 
to giving their names to the public: but as the tranflation was 
made from a manufcript, it would have been defirable that it 
fhould have béen authenticated and fanctioned by the figna- 
ture of the editor. 

In the preface we are told, that 

“ When Profeffor Aldini left this country, the MS. written in 
French, together with two printed Latin ciffertations, was put into 
the editor’s hands, in order that they might be prepared for the 
prefs. A tranflation of thefe forms the principal part of the work : 
and an appendix has been added, containing the author’s experi- 
ments on the body of a malefactor (Forfter) executed at Newgate ; 
experiments of a fimilar kind on the bodies of three criminals deca- 
pitated at. Bologna, and an experiment latcly made at Calais, 
which feems to thow that Galvanifm is fufceptible of being con- 
veyed to a very confiderable diftance through the water of the 
fea.” 

The firft part of the work is divided into feventeen propofi- 
tions, the truth of which the author has proved, or illuftrated, 
by many experiments. The object of thefe propofitions is to 
exhibit the action of Galvanifm independently of metals, and 
to explain fome of its general properties. In the ftrict fenfe 
of the term, experimental philofophy does not admit of ma- 
thematical demonftration ; of courie, for this we cannot look ; 
yet we are not difpofed to cavil with Aldini for putting a prin- 
cipal part of the volume in this form ; we difcern its ufes ; nor 
do we believe that it can tend to miflead the tyro in f{cience. 
He will, when he has confidered well the enunciation, and 
repeated the experiments, or reflected upon the author’s mode 
of reafoning, be at little lofs to judge tor himfelf whether the 
truth of the propofition is fairly made out, or in what part it 
is defective. The reader fhali hear the Profeffor fpeak for 
himielf; who, though nephew to the celebrated founder of 
the fcience, difplays that degree of juftice and candour, in 
{peaking of Volta, the antagonift of Galvani, as is worthy of 
a liberal and-enlightened philofopher who is ardently purfuing 
the truth. 


“ A juft tribute of applaufe has been beftowed on the celebrated 
Profeflor Volta for his late difcovery; and I have no defire fo de- 
prive him of any part of that honour to which he is fo juftly enti- 
ted; but I am far from entertaining an idea that we ought, dn this 
account, to negleét the firft labours of Galvani. Though thefe two 
philofophers purfued different routes, they concurred to throw con- 
fiderable light on the fame points of fcience.;, and the queftion now 
1s, to determine which of them deduced the moft juft confequences 
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from the faéts he obferved; and then, to afcertain whether the 
facts eftablifhed by Galvani lead to the theory of Volta, or whether 
thofe difcovered by Volta are conneéted with the theory of Galvani, 
For my part, I am of opinion, that thefe two theories may ferve in 
an eminent degree to illuftrate each other. 

“ Laft year Profeffor Volta announced to the public the action 
of the metallic pile. I here propofe to exhibit, according to 
the principles of Profeffor Galvani, the ation of the animal 
pile. 

“ Such is the plan I have conceived in order to reconcile the 
fyftems of thefe two illuftrious philofophers: it forms the objet of 
the prefent work, which is divided into three parts. In the firfi, | 
fhall exhibit the action of Galvanifm independently of metals, and 
explain fome of its general properties. The fecond will contain 
experiments on the power of Galvanifm to excite the vital forces. 
In the third I fhall propofe fome ufeful applications of it to me- 
dicine, and explain the principles on which the new medical adni- 
niftration of Galvanifm is founded. To render the work as metho- 
dical as poflible, | have endeavoured to arrange the experiments 
in fuch a manner, that they may ferve as proofs to a feries of gene- 
ral propofitions, which, it is hoped, will be of ufe to phiytiolozy 
and to the do¢trine of the animal economy.” 

In feveral of the propofitions, the author has confidered 
Galvanifm in connection with common eleétricity, and has 
fhown how nearly the experiments of the one affimilate to 
thofe of the other ; and that in many cafes the very fame cir- 
cumftances which prevent an accumulation of the electric fluid, 
are equally fatal to the difplay of the effects of Galvanifin: 
the following propofition will exhibit M. Aldini’s mode of 
reafoning in a very fatisfactory way. 

Proposition IX. 


“ Flame prevents the action of the Leyden flatk, as well as that ot 

the pile, and alfo mufcular contractions.” 
ExPEeRIMENT I, 

“ T placed a lighted taper on an infulating ftool, and having made 
the wire, proceeding from the interior coating of a charged Leyden 
flak, to pafs through the flame, I found that, without forming an 
arc, it loft a portion of its electricity. If the experiment be re- 
peated in fuch a manner that the flame makes a part of the arc 
between the two coatings, the flafk is entirely difcharged, without 
the arms of the perfon who forms part of the are experiencing the 
leaft thock. 

j ExPeriMent II. 


a 

fey adapted to the furnmit of the pile a circular brafs veflel, con- 
taining fpirit of wine. By thefe means the pile was made to ter- 
minate in a ftrong flame, to which I applied a metallic conductor, _ 
while with the other hand I touched the bottom of the pile. The 


Galvanic fluid ftill withftood my efforts ; and the cafe was the _ 
wack 
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when I fubftituted for the fpirit of wine the flame of a common 
candle. It is proper here to remark, that the flame did not leffen 
the action of the Galvanifm when the conduttor, inftead of being 
applied to the flame, was applied to the plate at the fummit of the 
pile. 

‘ EXPERIMENT III. 

“ | have already proved, by a feries of experiments, addrefled 
to C, Lacepede, that fame, made to form part of the arc applied 
to the nerves and mutfcles of a frog, prevents mufcular contractions. 
J repeated the experiment, with the fame refult, on feveral warm- 
blooded animals. I obférved that the flame interpofed in the arc, 
which touched the back and belly of the torpedo, prevented the 
electric fhocks.” 


Although it will not be expected that more than one pro- 
pofition thould be given as a {pecimen of the Profeffor’s man- 
ner of teaching the fcience, yet we will do him and our read- 
crs the juftice to notice the general corollaries which he de- 
duces from the inveftigation ; which are—1. That there is a 
real attraction between certain parts of animals; and this tends 
to confirm the idea of a fort of atmofphere peculiar to parts 
of animals, as has been fuggefted by Humboldt. 2. The action 
of Galvanifm on the aériform fluids may ferve to explain its 
influence over the animal fluids by the oxidation of the hu- 
mours. §. Fifhes, and feveral amphibious animals, which live 
under water, fometimes approach the furface, on certain 
changes in the atmofphere, which are communicated to the 
water, 4. Water faturated with falts, particularly muriate of 
foda, increafes the effects of Galvanifm ; fifhes poflefs a high 
degree of vitality; hence the wifdom fhown in abundantly 
faturating the fea with muriate of foda. 5. As Galvanifin 
polleffes great activity in chemical decompofitions, it cannot 
remain in a fiate of inaétion, but muft produce great changes 
in the animal fluids and functions. 6. It has been proved, 
that as there is a metallic arc and a metallic pile in the mine- 
ral kingdom, there is alfo an animal are and an animal circle 
in the animal kingdom; which may one day throw great light 
in the progrefs of medicine, and be productive of benefit to 
the human race. ' 
In {peaking of the fecond part, where the influence which 
Galvanifm has on the vital powers is difcuffed, the author 
fays, “ I have examined the whole range of nature, and the 
grand family of animals has afforded me the means of making 
obfervations, highly interefting to phyfiology, on the whole 
economy of the vital powers.” His experiments, which are 
fifty-feven in number, are the application of Galvanifm to 
various quadrupeds, birds, and other warm-blooded animals.; 
Oo 3 and 
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and to human bodies after death: and from thefe it is infer. 
red—1. That the mufcles are affected by the aétion of the 
pile more powerfully when they are laid bare, and when the 
arc is made to penetrate to a confiderable depth in their fub- 
ftance. 2, Thefe convulfions are increafed in proportion to 
the number of the points of contaét between the arc and the 
mufcle. 3. In many cafes, mufcular contractions are obtained 
by forming an arc from one muicle to another. 4. Muteular 
contractions are almoft always {peedily obtained by the pile. 
5. The heart can with difficulty be made to feel the influence 
of the Galvanic a¢tion, while the other mufcles always retain, 
a long time after death, that vital force which. it has never 
been iound poffible to excite but by the impulfe of Galvanifin, 
6. Galvanifm excites contra¢tions without the aid of other 
fiimulants, which alter the texture of the mufcular fibre, and 
defiroy its continuity. 7. Asthe Galvanic apparatus may be 
applied to the nerves of the animal machine, it may afford 
to the anatomift an experimental myology, by means of which 
he can render fenfible to the eye the fixed and moveable 
points of the mufcles, and the real extent of their action, 8. 
In purfuing the experiments made on the bodies of perfons 
who die a natural death, we may hereafter become better ac- 
quainted with the character of the vital powers, and the dif- 
ference of their duration, according to the diverfity of fex, 
age, temperament, and difeafe, and even according to the 
diverfity of climate, and to the nature of the atmoiphere. 

The third part of this volume, which is devoted to the con- 
fideration of the power of Galvanilin, as applied to medicine, 
will be perufed with great intereft by thofe who are fanguine 
in their expectations, that it will be found of high importance 
in the healing art. Aldini’s hopes are expreffed with modetty, 
and with that candour which is difplayed in every other part 
of the volume. 


“ Tf the doctrine of Galvanifin have thrown confiderable light cn 
various parts of philofophy and chemiftry, it gives us reafon to hope 
that it may alfo be of benefit to medicite. The labours, indeed, 
of Galvani, whofe moft ardent defire was, that his difcovery miglit 
be rendered ufeful to mankind, were at length dire¢ted to this ob- 
jet; and his wifhes now begin to be realized: but I muft requett 
the reader not to be too fanguine in his expettations, or to ime- 
gine that [ here mean to entertain him with a long feries of won- 
derful or extraordinary cures performed by means of Galvanifu. 
I have no intention to decorate the difcovery of my late uncle with 
falfe glory. Though I poffefs neither the fame depth of knowledge, 
nor the fame fuperiority of talents, I have always endeavoured to 
imitate his moderation and prudence in the application of his sea 
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Iam fully convinced that much fill remains to be done, in order 
to difcover the beft methods of employing this new agent ; and that 
the facts refpeéting it, though numerous, have not been reduced te 
principles fufficiently certain and fatisfactory. There are, never- 
thelets, fome refults and obfervations exceedingly curious, which, 
if contirmed by new experiments and refearches, may enable us to 
obtain Convincing proofs of its utility. New facts, however fur- 
prifing, are not to be defpifed merely on account of their being dif- 
ierent trom any before obferved. Thofe who rejeé them, as fome have 
done, ought firit to thew that they are inconfiftent with the princi+ 
ples of found philofophy. Guided by thefe reflections, and defirous 
of contributing, as far as poffible, towards the illuftration of a new 
and very obfcure fubject, I thall lay before the reader the refult of 
my refearches in the following articles.” 


In thefe articles the author conceives it is fully proved, that 
Galvanifm, on many occafions, exercifes an influence diffe- 
rent trom that of common ele¢tricity, and that it may be ad- 
miniftered in various cafes with eafe and fafety :—that the 
action of Galvanifm manifefts itfelf by a fenfible attraction 
between the nervous and mufcular parts :—that the impreffion 
made by Galvanifim on the brain feems to explain its power on 
the organ of hearing :—that it is a powerful aid in cafes of 
drowning and afphyxia:—that in cafes of melancholy madq- 
ne‘s, when other remedies fail, Galvanifm may be employéd 
with the greateft hopes of fuccefs, provided the difeafe does 
uot proceed from a vitiated conftitution, or a general derange- 
ment in the animal machine :—that the current of the Galvanie 
fluid produces a great alteration in the animal fluids; feparates 
many of their principles, and produces this eifect in a parti- 
cular manner on the urine. : 

Such are the deductions which the Profeffor conceives him- 
felf juttified in making from his own practice and experiments, 
Which we have given rather than an extraét from any particular 
cafe; but the application of this principle to the dileafes of 
the teeth, by Mr. Fowler, is fo very curious, that we cannot 
deny our readers the fatisfa¢tion that we ourfelves have expe- 
rienced from M. Aldini’s account of it: 

“T muft fuggeft a hint refpecting the application of Galvanifm to 
difeafes of the teeth, founded on information communicated to me 
on this fubject by Mr. Fowler, an eminent dentift of London. When 
the caries is concealed from the fight, Mr. Fowler employs the fol- 
lowing method to difcover the affected tooth. He firft infulates the 
patient; and having put into his hand the ele¢tric chain, he applies 
a {mall piece of wire to the dens fapientie, drawing it gradually 
over its furface : he then applies it to the next tooth, repeating the 
Operation; and proceeds in like manner with the reft till he comes 
to the difeafed tooth, which difcovers itfelf by a violent pain, pro- 
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ducing an involuntary commotion in the body. It is always re. 
marked, that when this tooth is extracted, it exhibits a carious part 
not before vifible. This method, therefore, is of great importance, 
as it frequently happens in fuch cafes, that the dentift, not being 
able to diftinguifh the difeafed tooth from the reft, is obliged to 
draw fome that are found before he can difcover it.” 


The Differtations on Animal Fle¢tricity at the clofe of the 
work, were read in the inftitute of Bologna, in the years 1703 
and1794. ‘To thefe, and to the Appendix, which contains an 
account of many experiments made on Fortier by Aldini, in 
the prefence of feveral medical gentlemen of the greatef 
refpectability in London ; alfo an account of the experiments 
made by C. Vaflali, Eandi, Giulio, and Roffi, on the bodies of 
three men executed at Bologna, we mutt refer the reader, hav- 
ing already extended this article beyond the limits to which 
we had intended to confine ourfelves. After what we have 
faid, and after the extracts that we have given, it would be 
needlefs for us to add any panegyric on the whole. We doubt 

‘ not that it has been of great ufe already ; and we may aflert, 
without danger of contradiction, that it will long be confulted 
by thofe who make Galvanifm their ftudy and delight. 





eens 


ArT. LXXIV. An Introduction to Electricity and Galvanifin ; with 
Cafés, fhewing their Effects in the Cure of Difeafes: to which is 
added, a Dejcription of Mr. Cuthbertjon’s Plate Eleétrical Ma- 
chine. By: J. C. Carpue, Sargeon. 8vo. pp. 112, price 4s. 
Phillips, Ruffell Street. 1803. 


A LTHOUGH we have had many introduétions to Elec- 
4X tricity, we do not remember to have feen any attempt to 
teach the firft principles of Galvanifm upon fo familiar a plan 
as that now before us. Having entered fo much at large on 
‘the fubject in the preceding articles, it would be needleis to 
go over the ground again. As Mr. Carpue intends this little 
work for the ufe of thofe whofe avocations will not permit 
them to read works of more confequence , and as an intro- 
duction to more enlarged views of the {cience, we can recom- 
mend it as very adequate to the end propofed. He has felected 
from the beft authors with difcrimination and judgment, and 
he has arranged the feveral parts of his fubjeét with precifion 
and perfpicuity. Mr. C. was prefent when Aldini made his 
experiments on the bedy of Forfter, of which he gives the 
following interefting account : 


“© Profeflor 
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« Profeffor Aldini was the firft who tried the effects of the pile 
on a dead human fubject. His firft experiment was on a perfon 
decapitated at Bologna; the next was on the body of F orfter, who 
was executed at Newgate for murder in January 1803. The Gal- 
vanic ftimulus preduced contrattions in the various parts of the 
body, though it had been expofed an hour in the temperature of 
two degrees below the freezing point of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

“ The conduttors being applied to both ears, which were moif- 
tened with falt and water, a motion of the head was produced.— 
Conductors applied to the ear and rectum excited very {trong con- 
tractions. When conduétors were applied to the fciatic nerve, and 
to the {pinal marrow, contractions were not produced. Very little 
action was produced when the conductors were applied from the 
{ciatic nerve to the peroneal nerve. Contractions were produced 
feven hours after death. The apparatus had now nearly lofi its 
power of acting, or convulfions might have been produced for a 
greater length of time. 

“ It isnot certain in Forfter’s cafe whether the heart did or did 
notact. Mr, Hutchins having opened the thorax and pericardium, 
Mr. Cuthbertfon and myfelf immediately, by the defire of Sig, 
Aldini, applied the conductors to the heart, Mr. C. to the right 
ventricle, and I to the left, I exclaimed, ‘the heart acts :’ one of 
the gentlemen prefent thought itdid not. I applied the conduétor 
again and again, and certainly a¢tion was not produced. Poflibly 
what Sig. Aldini and the gentlemen prefent faid, is true, that I 
moved the heart by the conductor, and that it was not the effeé 
of the fluid. I fhould not have mentioned this trifling circum- 
fiance had it not been afierted that the heart is not fufceptible of 
the Galvanic influence. In feveral fubfequent experiments I have 
obferved that the hearts of animals contract like the other mufcu- 
lar parts, when fubjected to the Galvanic influence. Dr. Pearfon 
has obferved this in feveral experiments. Mefirs. Vaffali and Rofli 
prove this faét in the following report: Their experiments were 
made on a man decapitated. A rod from the pile formed a com- 
munication with the fpinal marrow, intercoftal nerve, and the par 
vagum: the different regions of the breaft were moiftened with 
fome folution; a rod from this was conneé¢ted to the other end of 
the pile, when ftrong, tetanic fhocks were obtained through the 
body, and fuch violent palpitations of the heart, that on the hand 
being applied to the region of the fifth and fixth ribs, it was ftrong- 
ly firuck by them; infpirations and expirations were produced, 
accompanied with a hifling noife. After opening the thorax, the 
palpitations of the heart continued ; when they ceafed, by eftablifh- 
ing a communication between the heart and the pile, and from the 
great intercoftal nerve and par vagum, they were renewed. They 
fay that the heart generally ceafes to act in about forty minutes- 
alter death.” 


_ We are forry to fee in an introductory work fo many defedts 
in fpelling, which may perhaps be attributed to various caufes, 
but 
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but which in a fecond edition fhould be guarded againt: 
among others, we will mention the following: Nolet, for Nol. 
let. Cornea, for Cornea. Welfh, for Wathh. Sulze er, for 
Sultzer. Matus auditorius, for Meatus auditorius. 








Ant. LXXIV. Coins of the Seleucide, Kings of Syria ; from the Ff. 
tablijhment of their Heign under Rekeac us Nicator, to the 
Determination of it under Antiochus Ajiaticus ; with Hifor or ical 
Memoirs of each Reign. Ii! rated with Twenty-four Pla 
Coins, from the Cabinet of the late Matthew Duane, F. R. 
A.S. Engraved by F. Bartolozzi. 4to. pp. 256. Price 21,2 9 
Payne, and White, London; 1803. 


HE importance of medals to every department of learning 
is fo great, and publications to illufirate them fo few, 
that we hail the appearance of this work as a phenomenon on 
the literary horizon. To thofe who have confidered the : 
formation which medals contain, and that they are of al 
documents the moft authentic, it muti appear firange that th 
fiudy of them fhould have fo little engaged the attention of the 
learned, in a country where learning ‘fo generally abounds, 
and where, with the exception of one department nearly 
allied to the numifmatic, that of [nscrirtions, fearcely any 
topic of difcuflion is negleéied. That England has leis 
abounded with medalic works than the other countries of 
Europe, is owing to no want of the means, for our treafuies 
in this refpect are moft ample, but chiefiy, it is prefumed, that 
in our public inftitutions no provifion hath been made for the 
ftudy. Nor, with whatever ability the Profejjor of Hijtory «t 
Oxford, from whom the public ‘has every thing to exped, 
may have entered on his fubject, we have not heard that the 
aids to be derived from medals have yet claimed his attention. 
With him, however, it would be only a collateral topic, 
whereas the medalic ‘feienc e affords in itfelf an original fource 
of inftruétion, and which can never be exhaufted. How much 
is it, then, to be lamented, that no lectures on the fubject ar 
publicly given; efpecially before the Musrum of Dr. Huuter 
is configned to oblivion, The author of the work before ts 
has done his part to render it ufeful, and thofe who are inte- 
refted in this branch of learning, though they may not find it 
to be free from errors, will notwithftanding receive it as a 
valuable publication. 
The plates which form the befis of it are twenty-five in 


number; and to fay that they were drawn and engraved by 
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BarToLozzi, is to ftate but a fmall part of their merit. 
Though itimulated by the liberality of Mr. Duane, his exer- 
tions were raade com amore; and notwithitanding there is 
fomething of his hand that is peculiar to be diftinguifhed, 
they, on the whole, may be pronounced the beft work of the 
kind *. 

Mr. Duane, who fpared neither trouble nor expenfe in col- 
lecting a complete feries of the Syrian and Macedonian kings, 
went no further than to engrave them. Thofe of the latter 
clas we expect to fee illufirated by a Gentleman whom eve 
medali‘t in the kingdom will admit to be the beft qualified for 
the work; whilft the plates that. comprifed the former are 
here publifhed by Mr.Goveu, who gives this account of his 
own publication ; 

“ The editor of this work flatters himfelf he is doing to the lite- 
rary world at large, and to the lovers of numifmatic {fcience in par- 
ticular, an effential fervice, in laying before them a fet of plates 
which they have been eagerly expecting near half a century; and 
which, by a revolution of circumftances have become his property, 
though not at an inconfiderable price, yet at.a price far below what 
they muft have coft their original proprietor, who {pent nearly five 
hundred pounds on them.— 

“ What reafons induced Mr. Duane to keep back this treafure 
from the public till it was out of his power to give it them, is not for 
the editor to fay. Had Mr. Duane lived to execute his own defign, 
we cannot doubt he would have performed his part in a manner 
more worthy of the fubject. 

“ Under the prefent circumftances, al] that can be done is, to 
accompany thefe fine plates with a thort view of the reigns of the 
refpective princes. Ancient hiftory furnifhes but fcanty materials 
tor thofe who reigned longeft and figured moft, and fcarce any par- 
ticulars of feveral of the reit ; though it fhould feem every reign had 
once its hiftorian.” 

In refpect to the various catalogues which have been given 
of the kings denominated in general Seleucide, Mr. Gough 
remarks, 

“ It was obferved by the judicious Spanheim, that Appian makes 
the number of Syrian kings feventeen, omitting Alexander Balas 
and his fon, and Tryphon. Porphyry and Eufebius, with Balas, 
give tixteen. Demetrius-Nicator is put twice, before and after his 
captivity; and Syria revolted to the Romans in Philip’s time. 





* Thofe who wifh to be pofiefied of more perfect reprefentations 
may be fupplied by Mr. Tassiz with exquifite impreflions from 
the originals. We mention with pleafure this very deferving artift, 
whofe ambition it is to furnith, at a cheap rate, cafts from every 
cabinet to which he can have accels, 


Petavius 
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Petavius has twenty or twenty-one, without Balas, his fon Try. 
phon, Alexander Zebina, and Tigranes; but with Balas, Zebina, 
and Tigranes, twenty-four or twenty- five, for want of feeing the 
coins engraved or in c abinets, which feem tw enty-iix (except Selen- 
cus V.), from Seleycus 1. to Antiochus Afi: iticus. So that an ey. 
hibition of thefé coins is not only pleafing but intiructive, by thewing 
what credit is due to hiftorians, and filling up the deficiencies o| 
fucceeding later writers. Petavius obferves, it is for the interej 
of facred as well as profane hifiory, that we thould have an exad 
knowledge of the order and fucceflion of thotfe kings who, «after 
Alexander the great, reigned in Syria ; exhibiting the events of 
their reigns in chronologic tL order, and their conneé¢tion with the 
ftory of the M: accabees, This lat advantage is not a little in. 
proved by the frequent dates on their coms, which afcertain the 
exact feries and fucceffion, the number of years. of their reigns, or 
the beginning or end of them, which had been left undetermined or 
imperfect in ancient hiftorians and annalifts; and thus the contirue- 
tion of the famous zwra of the Seleucida may be fettled, Various 
circumitances are recorded on thefe coins; the names of the feveral 
kings, and their diftinctions from each othcr: ancient hiftorians 
having frequently omitted their furnames and titles, which ferve 
not a hi ttle to illuftrate their hittory : fome of their actions, fearcely 
known from other means, but from hence more fully cleared up: 
names and fituations of celebrated cities of Syria, Phenicia, end 
Paleftine, where they were ftruck: xra, religious rites, deities, 
dignities, privileges, as that of being held facred, inviolable, indepen 
dent, IEPAS, AZYAOY, AYTONOMOY, all which particulars are 
frequently expreiied on thefe coins.” 

That the conftruétion of the famous era of the Seleucide 
may be fettled from thefe coins, with Mr. Gough we ai 
ready to to admit; but we with exceedingly he had undertaken 
to furnith the clue for reconciling the dates of hiftorians with 
them ; as a variation of two years is perpetually feen in the 
clathing : recounts of refped table writers. Surely a clear elt- 
cidation of this fubjeét was to have been looked for; and 
efpecially as it is wanted both in VatLnany and Fraticu. 


“ The firft who drew out a regular feries of the Syrian kings from 
their coins was Vaillant. Many of his coins are taken from oth 
books; and the few in hisown cabingt rarely correfpond with our 
feries. Tfe is not, however, without merit; and we confefs ou 
obligations to him in the hiftorica! part of this work. His deficiet 
cies are rather to be afcribed to the little progreis made at et 1 
in this icience. His efforts, fuch as they were, excited, as lw 
forefaw they would, others to a more exact and diligent 1% 
fearch. rf ; 

* Erafmus Frelich, a German Jefuit, fet about digefting the hit 


it w 


gts : oe 
tory of this period into chronological order, and illuitrating it wi" 


the greateft number of coins, in his “ Annales Regum Syrize. Vien. 


477 ,” folio ; auginented and corrected in a fecond edition. Vier 
l7 a4 





1754, 
the an 
the pr 

Ha 
what 
ticed 
three 
hifior 


Ral 
mat 
bes 
was 
hay ' 
plat 
littl 
m0! 
ure 
| 
Go 
trai 


1804.J “Duane’s Coins, &c. of the Seleucida: 573 


1754, folio. The afliftance derived from his notes and extracts from 
the ancient hiftorians we need not be athamed to acknowledge in 
the prefent compilation.” 

Having annexed Pellerin’s account of thefe works, with 
what himfelf and Belley have added of their own, and no- 
tived the great work in Dutch, publifhed by Havercamp in 
three volumes folio, enriched and illuftrated with thoufands of 
hifiorical coins, Mr. Gough proceeds to obferve, that 

“ Frelich includes under Syrian coins all that had any relation 
to the Syrian kings and cities; even the Samaritan coins of the 
Maccabaan princes. ‘This latter clufs Mr. Duane feems not to 
have taken in. 

As, however, Mr. Gough confidered thofe coins to be of fo 
much importance, “ in their connection with the ftory of the 
Maccabees,” we cannot but think, though omitted by Mr. 
Duane, they fhould have been here introduced ; efpecially as 
ihey have been the fubject of various publications, and, in 
particular, of two moft elegant volumes in quarto by Bayer; 
which, for paper, typography, and engraving, have never 
ven rivalled. The latter of thefe contains the late 4dbé 
BirtHeLemy’s revifion of what he had written on the fub- 
ject, at the requeft of Mr. Henley, who publifhed ftriétures 
upon parts of the firft volume of Bayer ; and has, as we have 
heard, ever fince their controverly (which pafled through the 
hands of Barthelemy, as their common friend) a work by 
him on that fubjeét, in a ftate of preparation for the prefs. 

Mr. Gough proceeds to the monograms on his coins ; and 
alter obferving on the deficiencies of Spanheim, Froelich, 
Montfaucon, Schlaegel, Haym, the authors of the “ Nouveau 
Traite de Diplomatique,” and having noticed a falfity in Pin- 
kerton, he pointedly remarks, that “ no explanation is 
ofiered to the tables of 420 in Dr. Hunter’s coins,” which, he 
alerts, “ are more faithfully reprefented in the tables in 
Ralch’s (always fo printed, infiead of Rafche) Lexicon Numif- 
maticum, to the number of 455.” On this head, however, we 
beg leave to hint, that fo far as Dr. Combe’s lift extends, it 
was copied by the engraver of Rafche, who had not, nor could 
liave, accefs to the coins : and whatever merit Mr. Gough’s 
plate may poileis, we muft confefs that we have derived but 
little aflittanee from his own illuftrations of it; though fuch 
monograms in it as have been accurately explained by others 
we certainly of ufe. : 

In refpect to any former engravings of thefe coins, Mr. 
Gough juftly afferts, that it is impoflible to cite them for por- 
tails of the foyereigns they exhibit, but that, in the repre- 
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fentations by Bartolozzi, the likenefs of the refpettive princes 
is preferved. 

A lift follows of the principal hiftorians that remain whofe 
writings illuftrate his fubject ; and an obfervation is annexed 
on the fizes of the coins, for the purpofe of introducing a petu- 
lant, and, we will add, injudicious farcafm, on “ the editors 
of the Greek cities in Dr. Hunter’s collection, the firft who 
have added the weight ofeach coin.” For, though “ alloy- 
ance muft be made for the wear of time and accident,” yet, a 
is the cafe in refpeé& to moft of thefe coins, there is no fuch 
wear to be allowed for; and if, in general, there be “ neither 
opportunity nor leifure to procure weights for the purpote, 
of fo much more importance would it be for Mr. Gough to 
have weighed them. 

In an tntroduétion proper to the work, our author begins 
with a fhort account of the kingdom of Syria, as arifing with 
that of Egypt from the Macedonian empire ; the former fub- 
fifting 251 years under a fucceflion of twenty princes, called 
Seleucide, including two ufurpers ; the latter 294 years, w- 
der a fucceffion of fourteen princes, known by the name of 
Ptolemies. 

An account of the kingdom of Syria is next given from 
Strabo, which is followed by an extract from Pococke, con- 
taining a defcription of the modern fiaie of that country. 

The difmemberment of Alexander’s empire being a fubjet 
of confiderable intereft in hiftory, and the effects confequent 
upon it, having been explicitly foretold im Scripture, Mr. 
Gough thinks he fhould not be juftified were he io withhold 
the information conveyed by the Spirit of in{piration. After, 
therefore, fpecifying the particulars and elucidating the iacis, 
the introduétion is clofed with a pertinent quotation irom 
Bifhop Newton on the Prophec’es ; and is followed by Freelich’s 
Chronological Summary oi the Syrian Kings, with the year ot 
the Seleucide, and thofe before Chrift, prefixed to each 
reign. 

A table of the plates, with references, next occurs; and 
here we cannot but expre/s our regret, that though they could 
not haye been given from the hand of! Bartolozzi, Mr. Gough 
had not added a plate or two more by the artiit that engraved 
Dr. Hunter’s coins, which would have completed the clatsot 
the Syrian, and might have been eatfily procured for the pu 
pofe. A genealogical table of the Scleucide terminates the 
prefatory apparatus. igs 

The work itfelf opens with ihe hiftory of Seleucus the Firtt 
In following two fuch pioneers as Vaillant and Fralieh, 
might be concluded that the mines of erudition in this ga 
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ment were exhaufted ; but the indufiry of Mr. Gough has not 
been fatisfied without further exertions. In the beginning of 
this reign, we find in fome meafure fupplied, what we before 
fated the want of, a difquifition on the zra of the Seleucid; 
yet, on a topic of fo much confequence to hiftory at large, 
we cannot but regret that the grounds of the decifions con- 
cerning its commencement fhould not have been ftated more 
diftinétly, and the authorities for each hypothefis formally ad- 
duced. It is a fault too often incident to works of this kind, 
that their authors, inftead of citing, fimply refer to the paffages 
relied on, and thus leave thole readers perplexed who may 
not have the books at hand that contain them. Having re- 
lated, that through the mifconduct of Demetrius, Babylon 
was loft to Antigonus, Mr. Gough thus proceeds : 

“ From this retaking of Babylon by Seleucus commences the 
famous zra of the Seleucid uted all over the Eaft by the Jews, 
Chriftians, and Mohamedans. The Jews ftyle it the £ra of Con- 
traéts, becaufe they were obliged, when fubject to the Syro-Mace- 
donian princes, to exprefs it in all their contracts and civil writ- 
ings. This method of computing their years they followed till the 
tenth century of the Chriftian «ra, which, on their being obliged 
to remove into the Wett, they, learnt of the Chriftian chronologers 
of thofe parts to compute by the years of the creation. The iame 
gra is called by the Arabs Taric Dehli Kharnain, or the era of the 
two-horned, which appellation fome derive from Alexander the 
Great, who, in the Koran and other Arabian books, is frequently 
called the two-horned ; perhaps from his pretended relation to Ju- 
piter Ammon: but he was dead twelve years before Seleucus reco- 
vered Babylon, from-which event the zra of the Seleucid com- 
menced. Others therefore derive the epithet from Seleucus him- 
felf, whom Appian reprefents as of fuch extraordinary firength, 
that, feizing a bull by the horns, he could ftop him in his full ca~ 
reer, and was therefore, by itatuaries, reprefented with two bull’s 
horns on his head. In the two books of Maccabees it is called 
the era of the kingdom of the Greeks, and they both ufe it in their 
dates, with this difference, that the firft of thofe books and Jofephus 
begin the yearsof this era from the {pring month Ni/ax, and the 
others from the autumn, or-the month Ti/r7, following. Thus the 
Jews, who began with Nifan, being fix months before the Antio- 
chians, who begin with Tifri, feem to be a whole year before the 
latter, who are followed by Eufebius, in his Chronicle, as Scaliger 
thinks. ‘The faét ie, they both agree in reckoning the years of the 
Seleucidz from Tifri to Nifan ; but from Nifan to Tifri the Jews 
precede the Antiochians by fix months. Ptolemy of Alexandria, in 
his Great Syntaxis begins the era at the following month Thot, or 
{pring of the following year, and calls it the calculation of the 
Chaldeans; not reckoning Seleucus fettled in Babylon till Deme- 
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trius fon of Antigonus retreated from it, which was not till the 
{pring of the following year. 

“ Some writers date the beginning of Seleucus’s reign from his 
recovery of Babylon, when this era began; others from the parti- 
tion twelve years after, on the death of Antigonus and defeat of 
Demetrius at Ipfus: fo that, according to fome, he reigned twenty, 
- according to others thirty two, years ; for he died twenty years after 
that battle, and thirty-two after the recovery of Babylon. We have 
followed Eufebius and Uther.” 

Avoiding, however, all other difcuffion, it remained for 
Mr. Gough to have added, that, according to the ordinary 
date, this epoch, taking its rife twelve years after the death of 
Alexander, coincides with the beginning of the hundred and 
feventeenth Olympiad, and the four thoufand Sour hundred 
and fecond year of the Julian period. But to be more parti- 
cular; the wera ot the Seleucida, Greeks, or Syro-Macedo- 
nians, falls in with the year of Rome 441, and 311 full years 
before the birth of Chrift; the form of the year itfelf being 
Julian, and the months Roman; to which, however, the 
names of the Syrian months were applied. This ufage pre- 
vailed not only in the kingdom of the Seleucid, but almot 
throughout the Eafi, and continues very generally even now, 
The Greeks of Syria made it commence from the Macedo- 
nian month Gorpizus, anfwering to the Syrian month Elil, 
and our September ; and to this mode of reckoning the ca- 
tholics of Syria at prefent adhere. The other Syrians, hov- 
ever, take it for the firft of the Macedonian Hyperberetaus, 
coincident with the Syrian Tifri and our Oétober, in which 
they are followed by the Neftorians. Different cities of Syria, 
as their medals and other monuments evince, had their own 
method of dating: thus, at Tyre they began from the 1othot 
Oétober, at Gaza from the 28th of that month, and at De 
mafcus from March 21ft. 

The Jews, as Mr. Gough has remarked, while fubject to 
the Greeks, adopted alfo this era, being compelled to ufe itin 
all their civil concerns. The 23d of September, however, was 
the date whence they proceeded; and it is not 350 yeals 
fince they exchanged it for that of the creation, which is fa- 
lowed by them at prefent. 

In retpedt to this epoch of the Seleucida, the Arabs differ 
among themfelves in reverting to its origin, fome counting 
from Ociober, and others from the 1ft of September. 

This diverfity extends not only to days and months, but to 
years; for, while the Jews and Arabs proceeded from the 
311th, ora point in the 312th year before Chrift, it is evident 
from various authorities, that the Babylonians and others cai- 
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ried it a year further back, making it precede not only the 
giith, but even go to the 310th year before the vulgar era. 
The fame rule is adopted by the catholics in Syria. 

The neceflity of attending to thefe variations, as they occa- 
fio great contrarieties in any general application, is obvious. 
But let us return to Seleucus. Mr. Gough continues his hif- 
tory to the end; and after enumerating the different years 
aligned to his reign by different hiftorians, particularly Poly- 
bius, Appian, and Juitin, a variety of traits are collected 
which difcriminate his character, and fhow him to have been, 
in many lights, an extraordinary man. 

Subjoined to the hiftory of his reign a defcription occurs of 
the coins, which is, however, too vague to fatisfy an accurate 
medalift. Of this, not to imftance feveral others, No. 9, 
Plate [. is a ftriking example ; for what Mr. Gough ftyles, an 
“old bearded head laureate,” is as decidedly the head of Ju- 
piter as if the name had been infcribed a hundred times 
on it. 

The defcriptions here mentioned are followed by remarks in 
refpect to the devices on the preceding coins, gleaned from 
Vaillant, Pellerin, Geffner, Eckhel, Raiche, &c. interfperfed 
with remarks by the author. One in particular is decifive, on 
a fubjeét which has occafioned much controverfy, or at leaft 
contrariety, of opinion : “ It has been doubted whether thefe 
heads fo habited (that is, in the lion’s {kin) were tiofe of the 
kings or Hercules. In the cafe of Alexander the likenefs is fo 
uniformly preferved, as to put it out of all dilpute that they 
reprefent him.” 

If, however, Mr. Gough will condefcend to perufe what 
has been written on this fubjeé (im addition to what Win- 
kelmann, Barthelemy, Eckhel, Le Blond, and others, had ad- 
vanced) by Visconti, he would perhaps fee reafon to be lefs 
pofitive in aflerting his opinion; and while we take the liberty 
of referring him to the 4t/as of CuaussaRD annexed to his 
drrian, where the opinions of thefe writers are collected, we 
will cite a paflage from Horace, which, though not quoted 
by them, appears to us, notwithftanding, conclufive on the 
queftion. 

“ Ediéto vetuit, ne quis fe, preter Apellem 
Pingeret, aut alius Lyfippo cuDERET era 
Fortis Alexandri voltum fimulantia.” 


Epift. ad Auguft.239. . 
That cupERET has here an exprefs reference to coining is ob- 
vious from the 4rs Poetica, 59: 
“ Signatum prefente nota procudere NUMMUN.” 
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And let it be obferved, that the coins in queftion were aj] 
firicken in Afia, and in cities widely apart. 

Adhering to the pian thus deieribed, Mr. Gough proceed; 
through the fucceeding reigns, bringing together the prin. 
cipal tranfactions of each reign, rather as a dry Narrative, 
than an hiftorical illuftration. Indeed, we have repeatedly 
Jooked in vain for fuch difcriminations of remark which a more 
ikilful medalift could not have failed to fupply. Thus, on the 
firft and fecond coins of Plate XIV. the figure on the reverfe 
is thus defcribed : “ A female figure in front, fianding, crown. 
ed; right hand extended, {ceptre in the left, on each fide of 
her rays; and on each fide her head two rofes.” It is added, 
“ Ratch (Rafche) calls this the figure of Aftarte or Diana cele! 
tis and gives the variations in the notes.* He gives a fimilar 
figure in long garments, the head turreted; the right hand 
extended ; in the left a ftaif, furmounted by a crofs or Nilo- 
meter; perhaps Ifis.” Now, when the whole of this deterip- 
tion is taken into account, it will be found more inaccurate and 
confufed than can well be imagined. What are ftyled rays 
on each fide of this figure are decidedly two firings of phaiii. 
If the figure were determinately Ifis, 1t might be pronounced 
that what Mr. Gough calls rofes on either fide her head, were 
defigned for lotus-flowers ; but if the ges be Diana celejtis 
they may be more properly taken for ffars. Whoever ha 
taken the pains to examine their properties muft know that 
Diana celeftis and the Syrian Afiarte were very different per- 
fonages. We think alfo, it will be difficult to difcover any 
nilometer in the form of acrofs. The turreted head too re- 
quired a different epithet; as well as, from the rarenefs of the 
ornament, a more particular notice. In a word, fuch random 
and incoherent detcriptions ferve only to miflead and perplex. 

Concerning the horn of the wild goat which appears (0 
eon{picuoufly in the helmet of Tryphon, and was, as M:. 
Gough remarks, his peculiar badge, it may be obferved that 
it was afflumed by him as aitexzarwp, and perhaps as the 
fymbol of the notable horn which diftinguifhed Alexander, 
the He-goat of Greece. See Daniel viii. 

We have obferved, that wherever Pheenician infecriptions 
vecur they are left to the reader's fagacity, without any effort 
to explain they, though there is not one of the whole which 
does not appear perfectly legible, and therefore, as we fhoull 
imagine, might have been expected to be explained. 





* 1. With rays and flowers, and vitte pendant. 2. Holding a 
apple or ball. At her feet a crooked ftick. 3. Three ftare. 
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It would have been eafy to have adduced many other exam- 
ples, but we forbear : 


Non omnia poffumus omnes, 


If the medalic part of this volume be not what in every 
refpeét we could have wifhed, it fiill conftitutes a very ufeful 
work; and, when regarded as the vehicle of the fineft engra- 
vings in their kind, will entitle the author to the thanks of 
the public. 

As connected with particulars in the hiftory of the Kings 
of Syria, Mr. Gough has added to his volume Six Appen- 
dives ; containing 1ft. An infeription to Jupiter Botzieus, tound 
by Dr. Chandler at Huffein Solamon, in Syria, and pub- 
lithed in the Appendix to that gentleman’s “ Infcriptiones 
Antique,” which contains a grant to the god of the diftrict 
whence the epithet is pot and which was formerly held 
by the governor of Apamea, with all its produce and appur- 
tenances, to be expended in monthly facrifices by the prieft 
of the god; ordaining aflemblies to be gratuitoufly holden 
on the 15th and goth of every month, and that the town 
fhould become an afylum. 

The decree itfelf is conveyed in the form of a letter from 
King Antiochus ; and to it is fubjoined a ratification by Au- 
gufius, of that part which related to the fale of flaves and 
cattle, &c. toll-free. 

The Second Appendiz contains the fubfiance of the decree 
found on a ftone at Sigeum in honour of Antiochus 1. fon of 
Seleucus, for his attention to the cities of Seleucis, brought to 
England by Edward Wortley Montagu, ambaflador to the 
Ottoman Porte, and publifhed by Churchill in bis “ Anti- 
quitates Afiatice,” with illuttrations. 

From the fame fource Mr. Gough has derived his Third 
Appendix, which exhibits 

“ An interefting infcription of Seleucus Callinicus and his bro- 
ther Antiochus Hierax, in the temple of Apollo Branchidas, or 
Dydimzus, at Miletus, now called by the Turks Joran, over- 
againft Samus, commemorating their great obligations to the 
Gods Saviours, for preferving Seleucus, contrary to all expecta- 
tion, when Ptolemy invaded his kingdom with a large hoft of 
Gauls, and bringing about a peace between him and Ptolemy 
Evergetes, in the year of the Seleucidan zra 70, and of Seleucus’s 
reign 4, 243 years before Chrift. It exhibits his letter to the Mi- 
lefians ; his order for a facrifice to Apollo; and a lift of veffels, 
ointments, and fpices, prefented by him to the temple. 


As the order for facrifice, and ipecification of the votive 


offerings are remarkable in themfelves, as well as capable of 
PP2 , ilufs 
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illuftrating feveral curious topics of antiquity, they are here 
annexed : 

“ Kings Seleucus and Antiochus have dedicated the articles 
enumerated in the following letter. 

“ King Seleucus to the fenate and people of Miletus, Health. 
We have fent, by the bearer Poleanthes, to the temple of Apollo 
in Didymis, a large candleftick and cup of gold and filver, with 
their refpective infcriptions, to be dedicated to the Gods Saviours. 
When they come to your hands receive them, with good luck, and 
place them in the temple, that ye may have veffels wherewith to 
prefent libations, and ferve out ointments, on account of our 
health and profperity, and the profperity of your city, agreeable 
to the wifhes of us both. Make ufe of the rich Polianthean oint- 
ment herewith fent; and, after dedicating thefe prefents, offer a 
facrifice, which we take this opportunity to prefcribe. Be careful 
that all be done in the accuftomed manner. A lift of the gold 
and filver articles for the temple is fubjoined, that ye may know 
both the fort and the weight of each piece. Farewell.” 

“ A bafon* caryota, infcribed to Good Fortune; weight 247 
drachms. 

Another to Themis, weight 190 dr. 

Another to Latona, weight 193 dr. 3 oboli. 

Another to Hecate, weight 113 dr. 

A pair of cups HaAsmorwy, adorned with goatst, to Apollo, weight 

318 dr. 3 ob. 

Another pair, with a figure of a ftag, to Diana ; weight 161 dr. 

A horn, to Jupiter the Saviour, weight 173 dr. 3 ob. 

A patent, for the Gods Saviours, weight 387 dr. 

A cooling cup of precious ftones§, to the Saviour Goddefs, having 

10 pendant dates||; weight 372 dr. 

A golden bowl, weight 1088 dr. 

Total of the weight of gold plate 5248 dr. 3 ob. or 1048/. 
fterling, 19s. 10d. 

A filver cup emboft with figures of animals, and filled with the 

ointment of fweet reed**; weight 380 dr. 

A large filver cooling cup, with two handles; weight 9000 di 

together making, of our money, 302/. 17s, 11d. 

10 talents of frankincenfe. 

1 talent of myrrh. 
minz of caffia. 
nine of cinnamon. 
ming of cofus. 

A large golden candleftick. 

The facrifice appointed to Apollo was to confift of 1000 viétims 
on ten altars. 





* phiala. fF TeaytraQuy. f omoyom, § Yuxtnp Babapsxos Asdouodrcs- 
|| awomlexwla nigra. T poscvopor. *F Sous. 
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The Polianthean ointment here fpecified may be conftrued, “ Huile 
a mille fleurs.” Caryota is a cup adorned with dates. The Palim- 
poton was contrived to be fecretly replenithed as faft as it was 
emptied. 

The Marmor Adulitanum, copied in the fame collection, recites 
the acquifition of Syria, &c. the dominions of Seleucus, by the arms 
of Ptolemy Euergetes, without mentioning his name. A coin of 
him occurs in our PI. 1V.” 

The Fourth Appendix confifts of “ The treaty between 
the Smyrneans, Magnefians, and Seleucus Nicator.” The 
Fifth contains “ The decree of the Delphians, in gratitude to 
Antiochus III.; and the laft, of that on the ftone of Rofetta, 
taken from the French at the furrender of Egypt, and now 
in the Britifh Mufeum. 

To his tranflation of this decree Mr. Gough has prefixed 
many preliminary and pertinent obfervations; but whatever 
merit may be attached to it, as being the reverfe of tardy, 
there is an adage, in noticing this circumfiance, that occurs 
to our mind, “ of making more hatie than good ipeed,” which 
we cannot help confidering as not guite inapplicable on this 
oceafion. Nor, however indufirious were Meiirs. De Sacey 
and Akerblad, does it appear that they are altogether ex- 
empt from a fimilar imputation, if they attempted explana- 
tions without the pre-requifite data. That the Englifh hte- 
rati were fo long without poilefling a fingle copy of the 
eafieft of the three infcriptions, as to give the foreign gentle- 
men juft mentioned an opportunity of anticipating them by the 
explanations they have offered of “ the mott difficult,” wwough 
defigned as a flur on the Society of Antiquaries, was no 
fault of theirs. Mr. Gough ought to have known that co- 
pies printed from the fione itieit were fent to M. de Sacey 
immediately on its difeovery; and alfo that, as foon as pofii- 
ble after its arrival, the fione was depofited where Mr. Gough, 
hed he chofen, would have been tree to have copied it. 

The faét in refpeét to theie infcriptions is, that after all 
which has been hitherto done much remains to be expla.ned. 
Many obje@tions certainly lie againft Mr. Gough’s tranila- 
tion, and we doubt not that when he fhall have confidered 
he original more maturely, he will feel himieli difpoied to 
publith his correétions. , 

Expecting to have our attention called again to this fubjeét, 
ve may then defcend to thofe particulars, from which, by its 
ucidental occurrence here, and the length of this article, we 
are at prefent precluded. 
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Art. LXXVI. The Metrical Mifcellany ; conjifting chiefly of Poems 
hitherto unpublifhed; 2d Edition, pp. 271. Price 6s, Cadell and 
Davies. London, 1803. 


HE compilation of a volume like that which is now offered 

to our confideration, at firft view feems to be an eafy tatk, 
It is in fact, however, attended with no inconfiderable diff. 
culties, and gives oceafion to the exercife of much difere. 
tion. With regard to poetical pieces which have been already 
publithed indeed, nothing more than common obtervation js 
requifite to enable a coilector to felect fuch as have been 


received with general applaufe. But the appreciation of 


manufcripts furnifhed by the kindneis or by the vanity of 
friends, inpofes a more arduous tafk. It requires a criti- 
cal eye to difvern, and no common degree of fortitude to 
declare, that the copy of verfes which has been well received 
by the partiality of intimate acquaintance is not fufficiently 
{pirited or correct to ftand the teft of the unbiafled judg. 
ment of the public. Wanting thefe qualifications, collec. 
tors of poetical mifcellanies have ufhered into the world 
many a feeble ftanza which ought to have been condemned 
to the modetft retirement of the port-folio or the defk. ‘The 
ambition of adorning their pages with the names of eminent 
characters, not unirequenatly alfo induces even the more {oi 
tunate of thefe gleaners in the field of poetry to admit into 
their collections the careleis eflutions of mea of genius and 
talents, which like an illegitimate offspring, their parents are 
unwilling to countenance by introducing them to the world 
under the fanction of their own protection. On thefe accounts 
we mutt acknowledge that we look with a fufpicious eve 
upon poetical garlands, wreaths, nofegays and beauties ; not 
was our jealouiy allayed by the annunciation of the prettily 
alliterative title of the “ Metrical Mifcellany.” 

On examining this volume, however, our feverity was dif: 
armed ; and we are happy to avail ourfelves of this opportu 
nity of thanking the fair Editor for the pieafure which we have 
derived from its perufal. Her table of contents is graced 
by the names of the Hon. Henry Erikine, Rofeoe, Darwin, 
BRarbauld, Sheridan, Mathias, Cumberland, W. and T. Sinyth, 
Fox and Fitzpatrick, &c. Frem fome of thefe diftinguithed 
favourites of the Mufes the has obtained permiffion to pul- 
lith poems which had previoufly been confined to manulcript. 
In her {election both of publifhed and unpublifhed piece 
fhe has evinced an elegant tafte, and has, with very few ex 
ceptions, avoided the errors into which, as we have intimated 
above, the collectors of fugitive poems are too apt to fall. 

- Throughout! 
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Throughout the volume are interfperfed feveral copies of 
verles of her own compofition. Though our gallantry will not 
carry us fo far as to fay that thefe conftitute the diftinguifhed 
ornament of her book, critical juftice will, we believe, au- 
thorize us to declare that feveral of them fhoot a brilliant 
ray even from amidft the bright confiellation by which they 
are furrounded. 

In making our felections from this volume, we fhall give 
precedence to the ladies. In fo doing we are not influenced 
by the maxims of chivalry alone: for we are inclined to 
beftow the palm upon the following exquilite piece of Mrs. 
Barbauld, intitled 

“ TO-MORROW. 
“ See, where the falling day 
In filence fteals away, 

Behind the weftern hills withdrawn ; 
Her fires are quench’d, her beauty fled, 
With bluthes all her face o’erfpread, 

As confcious fhe had ill fulfill’d 

The promile of the dawn ! 

Another morning foon fhall rife, 

Another day falute our eyes 

As {miling and as fair as fhe, 

And make as many promifes ; 
But do not thou 
The tale believe, 
They ’re fifters all, 
And all deceive.” 


In the coMPLAINT, written by the Editor, Mrs. Riddel, 
we find true pathos exprefied in fimple and elegant language. 


“ THE COMPLAINT. 
BALLAD.” 
* Reft, reft dear babe, in balmy fleep repofing, 
No care, no forrow moves thy tranquil breaft ; 
Reft, till the dawn thy gentle eyes unclofing 
Shall wake that fmile in which alone I'm bleft. 





* « Tu dormis, volitantque qui folebant 
“ Rifus, in rofeis tuis labellis. 
“ Dormi, parvule! nec mali dolores, 
“ Qui matrem cruciant, tue quietis 
“ Rumpant fomnia,” &c. MarkKHam. 
Thefe pathetic lines firft fuggefted the idea of the foregoing bal- 
lad, although the author, deipairing of fuccefs in following the 
beautiful original clofely, has ventured to depart from the incident 


the fucceeding lines adverted to. 
PP4 Huth 
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Huth thee, fweet babe! let nought difturb thy flumbers, 
Thy Mother fondly o’er thy cradle hung, 

Thus frames for thee the foothing, fav’rite numbers, 
For thee her vigils thus beguiles with fong. 


Alas! my child, for thee no father’s bofom 
Throbs to foft fympathy and fond alarm ; 
No fhelt’ring arm protects thy tender bloffom, 
And fcreens its weaknefs from life’s gath’ring ftorm. 


In vain with tears and fuppliant accents blended, 
His infant feeks its facred rights to claim ; 
Tho’ truth and honour for thofe claims contended, 
Honor and truth—to him—auare but a name. 
Vainly to him this faithful heart appealing, 
Which Paflion’s tend’reit truett flame ftill warms, 
Urges thofe oft-pledg’d vows, each generous feeling 
Tho’ now forgot—which gave me to his arms. 


How can he thus forego the foft relations 
‘bat bind with mutual ties his foul to me, 
How can he lofe thofe ever-dear fenfations 
Which iwell to rapture as I gaze on thee ? 
Oft o’er thy lovely form while penfive mufing, 
His fimile, his features, with delight 1 trace, 
Each painful thought in melting fondnefs lofing, 
I clafp Ais image in my child’s embrace. 
O may that Pow’r who hears my fad lamenting, 
And guards my Nurfeling with a parent’s eye, 
Reftore his heart, at Nature’s voice relenting, 
To faith’s firm bonds, and Love’s forgiving figh. 
Sleep on, dear babe! no thoughts like thefe opprefs thee, 
Mild Innecence thy peaceful temples crowns ; 
No anxious doubts, no keen regrets diftrefs thee, 
No brooding care around thy cradle frowns. 


Thofe tranquil looks fufpend thy mother’s anguifh, 
Thofe artlefs miles her drooping heart futtain ; 

Victim of broken vows tho’ doom’d to languifh, 
She lives in THEE to peace and hope again.” 

The ftanzas to Laura are a happy effufion of the chaftened 
genius of Mr. W. Smyth, and evince that delicacy of fenti- 
ment and ftyle which characterifes his “ Englifh Lyrics.” 

“ TO LAURA. 
1. 
* You bid me fing the fong you love, 
I hear, and wake the favour’d lay ; 
For Laura’s lips no wifh can move, 
But [ am bleft when I obey. 
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Yet while you bend the ftrain to hear, 
My fancy flies on wayward wing, 

And turns to him, the poet dear, 
Who form’d the fong you bid me fing. 


2. 
Dear to my heart for ever be 
The bard who thus fhall melt and charm, 
In every age, each maid like thee 
To nature juit, to genius warm! 
But ah! the Bard, where is he fled? 
Like common forms of vulgar clay; 
The thades of night are round him {pread, 
The bard has lived, and pais’d away. 


And him, who thus with matchlefs art 
To Mulic gave the poet’s rhyme, 
Touch’d with new eloquence the heart, 

And wak’d to melody fublime, 
How vainly would my eyes require, 

And feek within the realms of day, 
For like the mafter of the lyre 

He too has lived, and pais’d away. 


4. 

’Mid Scotia’s fhadowy glens reclin’d, 

Thefe notes fome unknown minftrel fir'd, 
Yet where—to filent death refign’d, 

Refts now the form the Mute infpir’d? 
No vettige points to rapture warm, 

To gratetul awe, the facred clay; 
Alas! while lives the fong to charm 

All but the fong has pats’d away! 


Well, Laura, does that look reveal, 
That pentive look, that foften’d eye, 
How quickly thro’ thine heart can fteal 
The thought refin’d that bids thee figh, 
Not at thy will from want, from pain, 
Exemption kind can genius claim ; 
And now thou mark’tt with forrow vain 
How frail its triumphs and its fame, 


6. 
Mufe on, and mourn, thou generous maid, 
Ah! mourn for man thus doom’d to view 
His little labours bloom and fade, 
An hour deftroy—an hour renew. 
Vain humbled man! muft every pride, 
All thy fond glories feel decay ? 
Muft every boaft, if once allied 
To thee, but live to pafs away? 
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Vain humbled man! as tranfient flies 
All that thy reafoning mind rever’d ; 

In fome lov’d maid thus finks and dies 
All to thy inmoft foul endear’d. 

Oh, Laura! hatte thee to my breaft! 
Come, all thy life, thy love convey ; 

Oh! clofer to my heart be preft— 
Doft thou too live—-to pafs away !” 


We with our limits would permit us to copy the Hon. T. 
Erfkine’s “ Imitation of the Idyllium of Mofchus on the 
death of Bion,” and Mr. T. Smyth’s “ Mourner and Love,’ 
this not being the cafe we muft content ourfelves with men. 
tioning’ thofe poems as deferving diftinguifhed applaut. 
By way of concluding the poetical feaft which we hive 
culled for our readers, from this volume, with a bum 
bouche we fhall clofe our extraéts by an “ Ode to a Lil 
flowering by Moonlight,” a poem of no common fiam), 
which, we are informed “ was the early production of a {va 
of Mr. Rojcoe of Liverpool.” 

«“ TO A LILY FLOWERING BY MOONLIGHT. 
“ Oh! why, thou lily pale, 
Lov’ft thou to blofiom in the wan moonlight, 
And fhed thy rich perfume upon the night? 
When all thy fifterhood, 
In filken cowl and hood, 
Screen their foft faces from the fickly gale ? 
Fair horned Cynthia wooes thy modeft flower, 
And with her beaming lips 
Thy kifies cold the fips, 
For thou art aye her only paramour ; ‘ 
What time fhe nightly quits her ftarry bow’s, 
Trick’d in celettial light 
And filver crefcent bright, 
Oh! afk thy veftal queen 
If fhe will thee advife, 
Where in the blefied tkies. 
That maiden may be feen, 
Who hung like thee her pale head thro’ the day, 
Love-fick and pining for the evening ray ; 
And liv’d a virgin chafte, amid the folly 
Of this bad world, and died of melancholy? 
Oh tell me where the dwells! 
So on thy mournful bells, 
Shall Dian nightly fling 
Her tender fighs to give thee frefh perfume, 
Her pale night-luftre to enhance thy bloom, 
And find thee tears to feed thy forrowing.” 
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Art. LXXVII. Attempt to inveftigate the Caufe of the Egyptian 
Ophthalmia, with Obfervations on its Nature, and different Modes 
of Cure. By George Power, Affifiant Surgeon to the Twenty- 
third Regiment of Foot, or Royal Weljh Fujileers. 8vo. Price 
2s.6d. Murray. 1803. 


\ E have been highly gratified with the perufal of this 

fenfible and well-written pamphlet. The author was 
attached to the medical ftaff of the Britith army thet ferved 
during the campaign in Egypt, in the year 1801; and had 
the charge of feyeral hund¢ed patients afiii¢ted with complaints 
incidental to theclimate. A few of the firlt pages are occu- 
pied by a concife hiftory of the difeate. The author finds 
abundant reafon to be diffatisfied with the moft plaufible hy- 
pothefes that have been framed in order to explain its origin. 
That the particles of fand, which abound in the Egyptian at- 
mofphere, are not the efficient caufe of ophthalmia, appears 
fufficiently evident from the following confiderations : firft, 
the Bedouin Arabs, who inhabit the Detert, are exempt from 
it; and General Baird’s army, on their arrival at Cairo, after 
a fatiguing march over the [fthmus of Suez, did not feem to 
have fuffered from ophthalmia. Secondly, our foldiers were 
found to contract the difeafe chiefly in the night, when the 
heavy dews prevented the duft from floating; and alfo when 
they were pofied in the moft fertile parts of the country. 
Thirdly, the difeafe occurred in places where this caufe could 
not poffibly have operated. The author himfelf afcribes the 
difeafe to the action of a putrid virus diffufed through the 
aumofphere, on bodies previouily difpofed to fayour its opera- 
tion by general and local debility. 

With a view to explain this unknown noxious quality of the 
air, as it is termed by Volney, a few obfervations are offered 
by way of analyfis of the phyfical properties of the Egyptian 
atmoi{phere, when impregnated with thofe fubftances that 
feem to be the immediate caufe of difeafe: the inveftigation 
of the more fubtile elements that compote it being reterved 
for thofe who have had more leifure and better opportunities 
to aitend to the fubject. Thefe are, firft, copious exhalations 
from animal and vegetable fubfiances in a ttate of putrefac- 
tion; which, in a climate like that of Egypt, muti aflume the 
higheft poflible degree of malignity. Secondly, the faline 
and earthy bodies formed by the {pontaneous decompofition of 
thefe efuvia, or by their combining with other fubitances in 
the atmofphere to which they have a greater affinity. Thefe 
fubltances, whilft fuipended in the atmofphere, become new 
though lefs defiructive caufes of difeafe. Thus, the ye nar 
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niacal * and fixed alkaline falts, either in a nafcent ftate, or 
combined with different acids, whilft floating with the winds, 
or being depofited with the dews, may tend to occafion ulcey- 
ation of the fauces, the peeling off of the fkin from the face 
and hands, and muft be fingularly prejudicial to the eyes, 
Add to thefe, myriads of mofkitoes, which by their trouble. 
fome buzzing induce debility by preventing fleep; and, by 
conftantly irritating the furtace of the body with their veno- 
mous bites, occafion fever, not unfrequently attended with 
delirium ; whift probably their ova or excrementitious mat- 
ter, if depofited on the eyes, the mouth, or even the out- 
ward {kin, muft materially affeét the organ of vifion, and con- 
tribute to produce ulcers 1n the fauces, as well as thofe ichorous 
blotches denominated by the natives ferpents breath. 

Under the fecond head of predifpofing caufes, the author 
enumerates, ift. The corporeal as well as mental debility in- 
duced by the exceflive heat of the climate; a too frequent ufe 
of the tepid and of the cold bath; exceflive venery; the im- 
moderate ufe of opium and tobacco; and the want of aliment 
fuffiviently nutritive. 2d. A peculiar predifpofition to oph- 
thalinia feems to be produced by the vivid refleétion of the 
fun’s rays from the glowing furface of a fterile plain, bounded 
only by the horizon; at the fame time that the eye, finding 
nothing to relieve the view or afford an idea of diftance, be- 
comes unavoidably exerted beyond its proper {phere of action. 
adly. The cultom, which prevails amongft the inhabitants, of 
fleeping at night in the open air. One third of the men that 
compofed the night picquets of the army encamped before 
Gheza, always returned from that duty with ophthalmia, and 
frequently with ulcerated fauces. ‘The author regards the putrid 
virus as the chief fource of difeate in Egypt; and is of opi- 
nion, that the fame virus, which partially applied produces 
ophthalmia, may, under a change of cireumftances, give 
origin to the plague, eruptive fever, or dyfentery, 
« And 





*« Ammonia, compofed of azote and hydrogen, in its formation 
abforbs the overplus of mephitic air, which the abftraction of oxi- 
gen, or vital air, im the formation of nitre, would otherwile 
produce. ‘The abundant produttion of this gafeous fluid in Egypt, 
exhibits the fimple yet unerring ways of Omnifcience, in fecuring, 
amidii the moft jarring and tremendous elements, the fafety and 
comiort of every living creature. 

“ ‘The dung of camels, an animal peculiar to thefe climates, 
affords muriate of ammonia in the greatett quantity ; and I have 
citen obterved, that the feces of a dog in Egypt emit a quantity of 
‘ammoniccal gas, fufficiently pungent to afiect not only the noie, 
but the eyes themfelves.” Page 18. 
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« And when we confider the degree of health enjoyed by the 
Britith forces in the early period of the compaign, whilft a liberal 
fupply of animal food, and a moderate allowance of wine and {fpi- 
rits, fupported their nature, energy, and vigour; and when we 
contraft fuch health with the mortality, as well as the general pre- 
valence of ophthalmia which reigned at the fame period amongft 
the debilitated natives and Turks, it will appear very evident that 
this caufe of difeafe exifted conftantly in Egypt, modified, as it 
fhould feem, by fome fortuitous coincidence of fubordinate cir- 
cumftances. 

“ This enviable fecurity, however, the Britifh did not long en- 
joy; for when the fatigues of the march to Cairo, aggravated by 
repeated expofure to viciflitudes of heat and cold; the pain of a 
wound, diarrhcea, or other debilitating caufes, had operated any 
length of time, and had rendered the fyftem fufceptive of conta- 
gion, the plague appeared fo frequently at Rofetta, in common 
with ophthalmia and other difeafes, that it was found necefiary to 
eftablith a feparate hofpital for the reception of patients ill of the 
former, and to prohibit the admiffion of a fingle patient into the 
general hofpital, until a fcrupulous examination of the fymptoms 
had taken place. Under thete infpections, the great variety of dif- 
eafes that appeared, compared with the fimilarity of circumttances 
in which they were contratted, afforded a ftriking proof of the ge- 
neral prevalence of the putrid virus in the atmofphere, whilft a 
general tendency to putrefaction rendered its confiant exiftence and 
increafed acrimony within the hofpitals equally evident. The 
imalleft fore arifing from a common pimple would often fpread to 
an alarming extent; and even fuperficial wounds were generallv 
attended with fuch exquifite pain and wearifome alternation of 
health and difeafe, that the patients themfelves frequently requefted 
the amputation of a limb. And when this operation furnifhed the 
only likelihood of faving the patient, or of reftraining the rapid 
pene of mortification, the wound produced by the hand of the 
urgeon almoft uniformly affumed the fame appearances as the ori- 
ginal fore; until nature, exhautted, as it were, by repeated yet in- 
effectual efforts, yielded at length to the powerful influence of 
the putrid virus, and diffolution clofed the melancholy cataf- 
irophe.” 


The fifth fection exhibits fatisfaCtory proof of the contagious 
nature of ophthalmia; a circumftance which, though well 
known to the ancients, may probably be new to a majority of 
our medical readers : 

“That fympathy has a very powerful effect in rendering this dif- 
tafe contagious appeared fingularly evident. 

“ The firft unequivocal inttanee of the fort that occurred to me, 
was in the cafe of Madam Roffetti, wife of the Imperial conful at 
Cairo, This lady, who feldom or never went out of her houfe from 
4 idea of the contagious nature of the difeafe, always avoided thofe 

fected with it, having fat at table, through complaifance, oppofite 
to 
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to a gentleman ill of incipient ophthalmia, felt its influence 
almoft inftantaneoufly, and the next day was confined to he; 
room. 

“ Several failors of the different troop-thips, who, on inquiry 
were found to have been feldom on fhore, and had never before Ws 
attacked with ophthalmia, were very generally affected with it on 
their paffage home, appearing to take the difeafe from the foldiers 
many of whom were then ill of the complaint; and as rapid an in 
flammation of the eyes has been known to take place in many 
inftances on board-fhip at fea as ever occurred on the plains near 
Cairo, or amongft the floating volumes of comminuted granite 
lime, and fand, on the fite of old Alexandria. } 

“ It was obferved at Aboukir, that one tent only in the liue of en. 
campmeut of Hompefch huilars had been particularly remarkable 
for infecting the men withophthalmia. But other inftances can be 
mentioned, fhewing in fo ftrong a manner that this difeafe was pro- 
pagated by infection, as to leave no doubt of its contagious 
nature. 

“ The Cambrian Rangers, a fencible regiment that had never 
been nearer to Egypt than Gibraltar, being frequently obliged to 
mount guard and aflociate with the men of thofe regiments which 
returned from that country, were frequently attacked witha difeak 
that affumed precifely the fame appearance as the ophthalinia of 
Egypt. 

“ Others of the men, who had enjoyed for a confiderable time 
perfect health, being in duty the fucceeding winter in that garrifoa, 
and becoming debilitated by expofure to cold, diarrhoea, dyfentery, 
or a cafual excefs in drinking, fuffered feverely from fore eves, and 
were frequently found to be ihe comrades of convalefcents from the 
ophthalmia. : 

“ It has fince been obferved in Gibraltar, that recruits from Eng- 
land fuffered unufually from ophthalmia. I have witneffed its con- 
tagious influence among the failors and foldiers who accompanied 
fome blind invalids returning from that garrifon : and what will 
appear {till more conelufive, recruits who had never been out of 
England were attacked with an ophthalmy on jeining regiments 
lately returned from Egypt.” 

We forbear to conduét our readers through the remaining 
chapters of this interefting performance, which contain a iil 
defcription of the feveral varieties and progreflive ftages of the 
difeafe in queftion ; judicious comments on the practice of the 
native and Europeam furgeons; and the account of a mor 
fuccefsful method of treatment, purfued under the authors 
direction in the hofpital at Gheza. 
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Ant. LXXVITII. Dratessaron ; or, the Hiftory of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, compiled from the four Gofpels, according to the 
authorized Verfion ; with brief Notes. practical and explanatory > 
to which are prefixed, a Map of the Holy Land, and an Introduc- 
tion. By the Rev. T. Thirlwail, M. A. 8vo. pp. 244, price 6s. 

tivingtons. 1805. 
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An in- Ant. LXXIX. The Enciisu Diatessaron ; or, the Hiftory of our 
many Lord Jejus Chrift ; from the compounded Texts of the four Ean- 
heat gelifts, according to the authorized Englifh Verfion: with Notes 
anite, illufirative and explanatory, hiftorical and topographical. Accom- 
panied by a Map of the Holy Land, and copious Indexes. By the 
of en- Rev. R. Warner. Sinall 8vo. pp. 329, price 6s. Robintons. 
kable 1803. 
a r¥XO the very learned and indefatigable Profeffor White 
hing i we are indebied for both thefe volumes. The “ Dia- 
teflaron five integra hiftoria Domini noftri Jefu Chrifta 
never Grece,’ was publifhed about four years fince, in a form 
ed to well adapted for circulation among young perfons who read 
which and fiudy the Greek language. For thefe a more important 
ifeate fervice could not have been performed. Although it does 
via of not come within our plan to difcufs the merits of any work 
which has been fo long before the public, we may obferve, 
‘ifon that the Greek Diateffaron. is divided into Parts, which are 
easl again fubdivided into Sections. The Fir contains that part 
soa of the Gofpel Hiftory prior to the miniftry of Chrift, compre- 
a the hending a period of thirty years and fix months: the Second 
Part comprifes the events which took place between the bap- 
1 Eng- tilm of Chrift and the commencement of the firft paffover, 
$cON- a {pace of about fix months: in the Third Part we have 
anid related the hiftory of the next twelve months from the com- 
t will mencement of the firtt paflover: the Fourth Part comprites 
yut of the events of twelve months from the beginning of the fecond 
nm pailover: in the Fifth is related every cireumftance recorded 
7 of the twelve months which commenced with the third paf- 
ining fover: the Sirth Part comprifes all thofe interefting events 
a il which occurred between the day on which the fourth paffover 
of the was obferved, to the end of the day which preceded the refur- 
of the rection: and in the Seventh and laft Part we have an account 
more of the events of forty days, from the day of the refurre¢tion to 
hors the afcenfion. 

Profeflor White has alfo prefixed head pieces, or titles, to 
each of his Seétions ; and in the margin, on one fide of each 
pase, the ¢éme is noted, and on the other the place at which the 
everal events occurred : thefe are given in the Latin lan- 
guage; and at the foot of the page are references to ‘the 

Gofpels, » 


> time 
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Gofpels, as they are commonly divided into chapters and 
verfes. In examining thefe references we have fometimes 
found them not firiétly accurate, which we think it proper to 
notice that the next edition may be again compared with the 
original, and:in order to do both Mr. Warner and Mr. Thirl. 
wall the juftice of faying that fome trifling errors which efcaped 
Dr. White we have found corrected in their tranflations. 

Having thus given the outline of the Greek Diateflaron, 
we may obferve that both Mr. Thirlwall and Mr. Warner 
have, as their titles import, adapted the common Engli(h 
tranflation to the Greck text. Mr. Warner has alfo tranflated 
the marginal notes, with regard to time and place, and the 
references to the authorized verfion, which Mr. Thirlwall has 
neglected. This we confider as a defect; nor can it be {aid 
to be by any means compenfated by the Index at the end of 
the volume, in which thete references are to be found properly 
arranged. 

Mr. Thirlwall has given by way of introduétion a brief ac- 
count of the four Evangelifis, and of the different feéts which 
are mentioned in their hiftory. This is an abridgment from 
feleét parts of Dr. Percy’s Key to the New Teftament. 

Mr. Warner’s introduction confifis of a juftification of the 
motives which led him to publith his work after Mr. Thirlwall’ 
was finifhed, and of the correfpondence which took place be- 
tween himfelf and Dr. White, and the Bifhop of Oxtord ; but 
he has added a tranflation of Dr. White’s harmony, which 
Mr. Thirlwall has omitted: he has alfo given a full Index 
to the matter contained in the notes, and another of all the 
iexts of Scripture explained, illuftrated, or referred to, which 
we think isa valuable addition to any theological work. 

There is ftill another point of comparifon : our authors each 
give notes illuftrative of the text: thofe in Mr. Thirlwalls 
work are fhort, meagre, and unfatisfaétory ; but the notes 
in Mr. Warner’s book bear evidence of contiderable reading, 
and fome refearch ; they contain a large body of the moit ir- 
terefting information, collected from our beft authors ; they 
illuftrate the manners and cuftoms of the times in which ou 
Lord lived, and cannot fail to recommend the fiudy of the 
New Teftament asone of the moft pleaiant in which a periol 
can engage. 

We {hall tranfcribe the following notes, which we have no! 
felected as the beft, but which may be confidered asa fair {pe- 
cimen of the whole: 

P. 36. “ The ruler of the feaf.” John ii. 9.. The Greek worl 
here is a compound, denoting the prefident of the tricliniua, 
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sueft chamber, fo called from its containing three couches placed 
in the form of a Greek 11, on which the guefts reclined during the 
entertainment. It was the duty of this- officer to prepare the featt, 
arrange the couches, difpofe the guefts, place the dithes, and tafte 
the wine and viands. Stockius in Verb. Lightfoot, in his Hore 
Heb. Talmud, adds, “ That he performed the duty of chaplain alfo, 
by faying grace, and pronouncing thofe benedictions which were 
accultomed to be given upon the occafion of a marriage. He blefs- 
ed the cup alfo prepared for the guefts; and having firft drank of 
it himfelf, fent it round to the company. In the book of Ecclefi- 
alticus (xxxii. I.) we have an accuuut of his duties.” 


P. 44. “ Give me to drink.” John iv. 7, From Numbers xx. 19, it 
appears that water was anciently purchafed at the wells eftablifhed 
throughout the “ dry and barren” regions of the Eaft, by the tra- 
vellers, for themfelves and their flocks. The occafion of the wo- 
man’s furprife at this requeft of our Saviour was, becaufe he afked 
the water of her as a favour: “Give me to drink,” not in the way 
of purchafe; fince from verfe the 8th it appears that the Jews had 
dealings of barter and fale with the Samaritans. Haynes has a 
pafiage which illuftrates agreeably the account of this employment 
of the woman of Samaria. “ Upon entering the town,” fays he, 
“ we faw two women filling their pitchers with water at the foun- 
tain I have already defcribed, and about twelve others waiting for 
the fame purpofe, whom we defired to pour into a trough which 
ftood hard by, that our horfes mightdrink. We had fcarcely made 
our requeft before they infiantly complied, and filled the trough, 
aud the others waited with the greateft patience. Upon returning 
them thanks, one of them with very great modefiy replied, “ We 
confider kindnefs and hofpitality to firangers as an effential part of 
our duty.” Harmer. 


P. 45. “ Living water.” John iv. 11. Wells and cifterns (in the 
Katt) differ from each other, in that the firft are fupplied- with wa- 
ter by {prings, the others by rain: both of thefe are to be found in 
confiderable numbers in Judea; and are, according to Ranwolff, 
more numerous in thefe countries than {prings that lie high; that 
is, than fountains and brooks of running water. Sir J. Chardin 
obierved this difference in the Eaft between wells of living water 
and refervoirs of rain water, that thefe laft have frequently, efpe- 
cially in the Indies, a flight of iteps down to the water, that as the 
water diminifhes people may fiill take it up with their hands; 
whereas he hardly ever obferved a well furnifhed with thefe fteps 
throughout all the Eaft. But all refervoirs of rain-water have not 
thefe tteps. His mentioning the Indies in particular fhews, that in 
the nearer parts of the Eatt they frequently are without them, as 
well as thofe receptacles of water that are fupplied by fprings; fo 
the well to which the women of Samaria repaired, it feems, was 
nothing but a refervoir of rain-water, fince our Lord oppofes its 
water, I think, to living water. If this remark be juft, that which 
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is now fhewn for that well cannot be the true place, for it is fupplied 
by fprings.”—Harmer. 

P: 154. “ Salute no man by the way.” Luke x. 4. A fign of hatte 
and of important bufinefs, 2 Kings iv. 29. Newcome. he miflicg 
upon which the difciples of Chrift were fent was fo important, that 
they were required to ufe the greateft difpatch, and to avoid thofe 
things which might retard them, efpecially 1f they were merely of q 
ceremonious nature, The’ injunction contained in this pafiage is 
thus to be underftood, for it is not to be fuppofed that Chrift would 
command his difciples to negleét or violate any of thofe cuftoms 
unneceffarily, which werein general ufe, and which were innocent in 
themfelves. In the prefent infiance, had they been allowed to give 
and receive the common falutations, it is probable that their pro- 
grefs would have been inconfiderable for the time employed in it, 
—Of the truth of this flatement we may be fatistied from what 
Niebubr fays, (Travels, Vol. i, p. 302.) “ The Arabs of Yemen, and 
efpecialiy the Highlanders, often ftop ftrangers, to afk whence the; 
came, and whither they are going. Thele queftions are fuggetted 
merely by curiolity, and it would be indifcreet therefore to refute 
an anfwer.” This reprefentation of the matter certainly clears 
from the appearance of incivility a precept which Chrift defigned 
ouly to teach his fervants a fuitable deportment.”—Burder. 


P. 218. “Say unto this mountain.” Mark xi, 23. It was a com- 
mon faving among the Jews, when they intended to commend any one 


of their doctors for his great dexterity in folving difficult queftious, 
that “he was a rooter-up of mountains.” In allufion to this adage 
Chrift tells his difciples, that “if they had faith, they might fay to 
a mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou caft into the fea, and 


” 


it fhould be done ;” that is, in confirmation of the Chriftian faith 
they fhouid be able to do the moft difficult things. As thefe words 
are not to be taken in a literal fenfe, fo they are likewile to be re- 
ftrained to the age of miracles, and to the Apoftles, fince experi- 
ence convinces us that this isno ordinary and tianding gift belong- 
ing to the church.” Whitby in loc. Burder. 





Ant. LXXX. The Guide to Immortality; or, Memoirs of the Life 
gad Dottrine of Chrig by the four Evangelijis; digefied into vit 
continued Narrative, according to the Order of Time and Place 
laid down by Archbijhop Newcome ; in the Words of the ejlablivi- 
ed Verfion, with Improvements ; and illwirated with Notes, moral, 
thealagical, and explcnatory ; tending to delineate the truc Cha- 
racter and Genius of Chritianity. By Robert Fellowes, A. M. 
3 vols. 8vo. about pp. 1100, price 1/. 48. White. 1804. 

A More fafcinating title could not have been devifed than 
that fixed on by Mr. Fellowes. Few of our {pecies aie 

{ loft to the feelings of virtuous ambition as not to thirti afiet 
of immo!- 
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immortality. Whatever, then, fhall profefs to be the guide to 
the glorious feenes of future blifs, merits the attention of 
every rational creature, That the hiftory of our Lord is calcu- 
lated to awaken in every believer in its authenticity a regard 
to his own everlafting interefts, will be generally admitted ; and 
therefore any attempt to facilitate the ftudy of this hifiory is 
not only laudable in itfelf, but deferves the encouragement and 
protection of the public. 

We have in the preceding article given a fhort account of 
two works in many refpe¢ts fimilar to that before us: they are, 
in faét, all three the offspring of Dr. White’s “ Diateflaron.”— 
Mefirs. Thirlwall and Warner followed Dr. White exactly in 
the order of arrangement: Mr. Fellowes has in fome refpects 
differed from the learned profeffor, by adhering more clofely 
to Bifhop Newcome’s “ Harmony” than he has done. In 
the account of the refurrection Dr. White followed the order 
of narration fuggefted by Dr, Townfon; but Mr. Fellowes 
has in this refpe¢t adhered to the arrangement of Benfon and 
of Newcome. 

The text in Dr. Newcome’s Harmony was at firft difpofed 
according to Le Clere’s general manner ; but in the courfe of 
a few years the candid author, after reconfidering the fubject, 
acknowledged that Dr. Benfon’s method of harmonizing the 
evangelical accounts of our Lord’s refurreétion is the moft 
fimple and fatisfaétory, and that material parts of his own hy- 
pothefis refted on forced interpretations. Dr. Newcome, in 
conformity with this conviction, diftributed among the pur- 
chafers of his work a printed folio page, containing the cor- 
rections and additions which he conceived were wanting to 
make his Harmony more perfeét, and conformable to the facts 
contained in the evangelical hiftory. At the fame time he 
publifhed a feparate pamphilet, intitled, “ A Review of the 
chief Difficulties in the Goipel Hiftory relating to our Lord’s 
Refurrection, intending to retract fome Errors in the Greek 
Harmony.” 

Mr. Fellowes has availed himfelf of the labours of his pre- 
deceflors, and has produced a valuable work; of which we thall 
extract his own account: 

“« The prefent work contains every particular of the four Evange- 
lical hiftories,. formed into one clear, confiftent, and continued nar- 
rative, according to the order of time when, and the place where, 
the feveral events of our Lord’s life happened, his miracles were 
wrought, and his difcourfes were delivered. Thofe who have little 
leifure to perufe many religious books, will accordingly, in thefe 
volumes, find every theological truth recommended which is necef- 
fary te be known, and every moral duty impreffed which is necefiary 
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to be prastifed; and, in fhort, they will, I truft, have a faithful and 
a cheering Guide to Immortality. 

“ Or; thofe corrections and improvements which, on the prefent 
occafion, have been made in the eftablifhed verfion of the Evance- 
lical Memoirs, I have been indebted for the far greater part to the 
highly meritorious and ufeful labours of Wakefield, Symonds, aid 
Newcome ; men whofe erudition, fagacity, and good fenfe, will long 
endear their names to every lover of the Scriptures. In fome few 

‘inftances, (and they are but few) I have ventured to follow the dic- 
tates of my own judgment rather than abide by their authority.” 


“ In the notes, which will be found very copious, I have endea- 
voured to the bett of my ability to unravel what was intricate, and 
to elucidate what was obfcure; and though they are detached and 
ifolated, as notes mutt necefiarily be, yet they will, I truft, be found 
to harmonize in unity of intention, to explain and to enforce the 
great effentials of religion, In difcharging the duty of a commen- 
tutor [ have derived inuch affiftance from the labours of my prede- 
cefiors, particularly of Grotius and Rofenmiiller, from which I have 
trausferred tomy purpofe many learned and judicious obfervations; 
but I have never copied their opinions, nor the opinions of any 
other writers, without having firft expofed them to a rigorous ex:- 
inination, and feparated, as tar as I was able, the found from the 
{pecious, the appofite from the extraneous, and the weighty from 
the frivolous. Philological difcuffion, and learned quotations, | 
have, for the moft part, ftudioufly endeavoured to avoid, that I 
might render thefe pages better adapted to a general circulation, 
and more acceptable to readers of both fexes. On the moral pre- 
cepts of Chrift ] have largely expatiated ; and this I was prompted 
to do, that I might, from his own words at the top of the page, more 
clearly fhew the true fpirit and genius of the Chriftian doétrine.— 
Serioufly impretied with the neceflity of cherifhing myfelf, and of 
inducing others to cherifh, that charity of fentiment which is with- 
out any fectarian exceptions or unfcriptural limitations, I have in- 
culcated no tenets as important but thofe of which Jefus expreisly 
affirmed the importance} and I believe that no doétrine will be 
found fupported in thefe pages which is not beyond all controveriy 
authorized’ by the Scriptures.” 


This extract is but a very fmall part of a well-written 
Preface, which embraces many important objeéts, and which 
exhibits a truly Chriftian temper. Mr. Fellowes has paid cov- 
fiderable attention to the notes, but not fo much as we could 
have wifhed on the tranflation : it would, in our ae, have 


been more defirable had he given a new verfion, after the man- 
ner of Archbifhop Newcome’s tranflation of the New Telt- 
ment, which ajpears to us by far the moft perfeé work on the 
Chrittian Scriptures. A tranflation indeed, to be ufeful to the 
great bulk of the people, muft poffefs much of that fimplicity 
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of diétion for which the common verfion is fo diftinguifhed. 
In this refpeét, however, it is much to be regretted that 
there are a multitude of deficiencies, and fome conftructions 
that render the fenfe obfcure. In many of thefe Mr. Fellowes 
has too clofely copied the common Englifh verfion: we thall 
refer to a fingle inftance, John vi, and 15th, “ When Jefus 
perceived that they were about to come and take him by 
forge to make him a king, he withdrew ‘again] to a moun- 
tain himfelf alone.” How much better does Mr. Wakefield’s 
tranflation read, “So when Jefus perceived that they were 


_ going to take him by force, and make him aking, he with- 


drew to the mountain again by himfelf.” 

Our author’s notes are chiefly confined to the explication 
of faéis, which to the Englifh reader are frequently obicure, 
from the want of knowing fomething of the manners and cuf= 
toms of the times in which our Lord flourifhed, and of the na- 
tion in which he fpent his valuabie lite. Oi thefe we fhall give 
a fpecimen or two. In other inftances, as with regard to the 
temptation of Chrift in the wildernefs, he has given his own 
theory, but not without fairly itating the opinion of others 
who have gone before, and who have differed from hia — 
Thus in the inftance of the temptation he fays, “ 1 think with 
the judicious Rofenmiiller we may fairly infer, that he who is 
fuid to have tempted our Lord, and to whom the name of the 
Devil is given, was fome crafty and wicked mifcieant, fome 
defigning and factious man, who wifhed to feduce Jeius from 
the path of duty, and probably to render him fubfervient to 
his own ambitious projects aud intereiied views.” In fepport 
of this he refers to St. Peter, who fays, “ Be fober, be vig.'ant; 
for your adverfary the Devi/, like a roaring lion, is roamiug 
about, feeking whom he may devour;” where the word Devil 
is evidently ufed to denote the fanguinary advertaries of the 
Chriftian faith. And again, in St. Paul’s Firft Epiftle to the 
Theffalonians, he writes, “ We would have come unto you, 
but Satan hindered us;” where the word Satan does not 
mean the fallen angel, whom we emphatically call “the 
Devit, but fome enemy or enemies to the Chriftian caufe.” 
Mr. F. adduces feveral hiftorical facts alfo in tupport of his 
own ideas, at the fame time he acknowledges that fome, and 
thofe very orthodox divines, have thought the whole tranfac- 
tion took place in a prophetic vifion or dream. This theory 
has been ably fupported by the late Mr. Farmer: it is, how- 
ever, but fair to add, that Bithop Pearce in his Commentaries, 
and the prefent learned and pious Bifhop of London in his 
Lectures, maintain the literal interpretation of this part of 
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holy writ. Mr. Fellowes, inftead of reading with the Evan- 
gelifts, in another part of the narrative, “ all the kingdoms of 
the world,” has rendered it “all the provinces of the land of 
Judea.” In this interpretation he is partly fupported by Bi- 
fhop Pearce, who fays by the words “ all the kingdoms of the 
world” perhaps no more is meant than the Jewifh world, i.e. 
the feveral countries of Judea, Samaria, Galilee, &e. the 
tetrarchs of which were fometimes called kings, and their 
tetrarchies kingdoms: for which fee Mark vi. 23, and note on 
Matthew xiv.o9. And of all thefe Mofes is faid to have had a 
ficht from Mount Nebo, Deut. xxxiv. 1-64. What Matthew 
here calls xocyos, is by Luke called omeuem; and both words 
feem to imply no more than the land of Judea in its large 
extent.” See Bifhop Pearce in (oc. 

We fhall now feleé& two or three of Mr. Fellowes’s notes, 
from which the reader may form his judgment of the manner 
in which the whole is executed : 

Luke xiii. 19. “ It islikea grain,” &c. Under fuch fimilitudes 
as this and the following, our Lord feems, on feveral occafions, to 
have reprefented to his difciples the gradual but certain triumph 
of his religion over every oppofition. ‘The beginnings of his church 
were {mall and contemptible, but it was by degrees to increafe, like 
the ftone that became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth ; 
(fee Dan. ii.) and his doctrine, which was at firft confined within a 
fpace fo narrow, and embraced ouly by a few individuals in the 
loweft circunitances, was finally to be tpread over every regionof the 
globe, to be embraced by nations the farthefi advanced in ¢iviliza- 
tion and learning, to foften the manners, and to check the general 
depravity of mankind. Such predictions were well calculated to 
abate the dejection, to affuage the forrows, and to animate the hopes 
of the firft followers of Jefus; and the degree in which they have 
been already fulfilled, is to us a certain proof of the rock of truth 
on which our religion ftands, and giving usa firm affurance that the 
many obftacles by which it now is, or has for ages been oppofed, 
will be gradually fubdued; and that fuperttition and impiety will 
at laft vanifh before the meridian fplendour of the Gofpel of immor- 
tality.” ; 

Natt. xxiv. 17. “ Him that is on the haufe-top,” &c. This and 
the following injun¢tion, “ nor let him that is in the field,” &c. in 
a ftriking and lively manner reprefents the neceflity of inftant flight. 
The Chriftians at this moment were to feek perfonal fafety without 
attending to inferior confiderations. ‘The words “him that is on 
the houfe-top,”. may be illuttrated by confidering the ftructure of the 
houfes in the Eat. “ The roof or top of the houfe,” fays Bithop 
Lowth, Ifaiah xxii. 1. “is always flat, covered with broad ftones, - 
or a ftrong platter of tetrace, and guarded, un every fide, with a low 
parapet wall. (See Deut. xxii. 8.) ‘The terrace is frequented as 

much 
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much as any part of the houfe. On this, as the feafon favours, 
they walk, they eat, they fleep, they tranfact bufinefs, (1 Sam. ix. 
95.) they perform their devotions, (A@s x. 9.) When any thing 
is to be feen or heard in the fireets, any public fpectacle, any alarm 
of a public nature, every one immediately goes up to the houfe top 
to fatisfy his curiofity. The people’s running all to the tops of their 
houfes gives a lively idea of a fudden, general alarm.” To the 
remarks of Lowth may be added from Wakefield, “ that a ladder 
or ftaireafe ran along the fide of the houfe, by which a man might 
zo down into the fireet ; and there was a kind of trap-door on the 
roof, through which he could go down into the houfe. Our Lord 
advifes them to make the beft of their way along the walk on the 
houfe-tops, and get out of the city gates as faft as poffible; and nei- 
ther to enter the houfe at the ftreet-door, by going down the fides, 
nor immediately through the door in the roof.” 


Matt. xxv. 1. “Who took their lamps,” &c. It appears from 
travellers that lamps, wax candles, torches, lanterns, and crefiet 
lights (a kind of moveable beacon), are {till made ufe of among ‘he 
}.aftern people (Thevenot, Part II. page 35 and 37. Norden, Part I. 
page 124. Hanway.) I think alfo that there are only three words in 
the New Teitament to exprefs thefe things by: of which, avypos feems 
to fignify the common lamps that are ufed in ordinary lite, (fee Luke 
xv. 8.) which, according to Norden, afford but litile light: Aauwras, 
which is one of the words which is made ufe of, John xviii. 3, 
fvems to mean any fort of light, that fhines brighter than common, 
whether torches, blazing refinous pieces of wood, or lamps, that are 
fupplied with more than ordinary quantities of oil, or other unctuous 
{ubttances; fuch as that mentioned by Hanway in his Travels, 
Vol. I. p. 233, which fiood in the court-yard of a perfon of fome 
diftinction in Pertia, was fupplied with tallow, and was fufficient to 
enlighten the whole place, as a fingle wax candle ferved for the illu- 
mination of the room where he was entertained ; and fuch, I pre- 
fume, were the lamps our Lord {peaks of in the parable of the vir- 
gins, which were fomething of the nature of common lamps, for they 
were fupplied with oil; but thefe were fuppofed to be fufficient for 
eulightening the’company they went to meet on a very joyful occas 
fion, which required the moft vigorous lights. Sir J. Chardin, in his 
MS. note on Matt. xxv. 44, informs us, that in many parts of the 
Eaft, and in particular in the Indies, inftead of torches and flam- 
beaux, they carry a pot of oil in one hand, and a lamp tull of oily 
ragsin the other. ‘This feems to be a very happy illuttration of this 
parable. He obferves in another MS. that they feldom make ule 
of candies in the Faft, efpecially among the great; candles catting 
but little light, and they fitting at a contiderable diftance trom them. 
Ezek. i. 13, reprefents the light of the lamp accordingly as very 
lively.” 

’ Andas a conclufion of the whole, Mr. Fellowes has the fol- 
lowing note upon John xx. 31. “ That ye may believe that 


Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of God.” 
ees “ The 
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‘“* The doétrine and the miracles of Jefus were recorded by the 
evangelitts principally to prove end confirm this great truth, that 
“ Jetus is the Chrift, the Son of God.” Such was’ the plain, the 
unfophifticated, and fimple coufeflion of faith required by the apoitles; 
and it would have been well for the peace and happinefs of man- 
kind, and for the increafe of true righteoufnefs and godlinefs in the 
world, if Chriflian focicties had never required any other. But the 
original fimplicity of the Chriftian faith has been perplexed or lof 
in a multiplicity of articles, and a confufion of creeds, which, inftead 
of improving the morals, have only inflamed the paffions of men, 
and given rife to endlefs difputations. May this book contribute 
to promote more rational notions, and to infpire a better {pirit 
in the Chriftian world. I have written it only with that view, and 
I truft that there is not a fentiment contained in it, which can 
jufily give occafion for any reproach on my integrity when living, 
or onmy memory when dead.” 

In fome refpects we certainiy differ in opinion from Mr. 
F. but in the main we hefitate not a moment in faying, that 
as a whole, the “ Guide to Immortality” is an ufeful and 
valuable work. The Englifh verfion is greatly improved, 
though not fo much fo as might have been wifhed ; the notes 
contain a fund of intereftmg information, calculated to ren- 
der the hiftory of Chrift and his apofiles of more importance 
to the generality of readers; and the fpirit of candour and 
Chriftian moderation difplayed in every part of the work, 
entitle it to the regard of perfons of all denominations. 
We inuft however add, that the price appears to us immo- 
derately high, and will we apprehend neceffarily check its 
fale. 








Art. LXXXI. Rural Philofophy, or Refle&tions on Knowledge, 
Virtue, and Happine/s, chiefly m reference to a Life of Retirement 
in the Country. By Ely Bates, Esq. 8vo. pp. 383. Price 7s. 
Longman and Rees; 1804. Second Edition. 


T is but little more than a twelvemonth fince the firft edition 
of the “ Rural Philofophy” was prefented to the public. 
The fpeedy demand for a new impreilion made us defirous of 
giving due attention to a work which has already excited a 
confiderable fhare of curiofity. Mr. Bates was led to difculs 
the feveral topics contained in the volume before us, by a 
perufal of Zimmermann’s Treatife on “ Solitude,” which has 
attained to much celebrity in this country ; but which did not 
aniwer the expectations of our author, who, in {peaking of . 
Zimmermann, fays, “ In his Philofuphy he appears to me 
fuperiicial, 
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fuperficial, and in his notions of virtue wild and romantic.” 
In juftification of his own plan, Mr. B. obferves: 


“ That there exifis at prefent amongft us a lamentable want of 
rural philofophy, or of that wifdom which teaches a man at once 
to enjoy and to improve a life of retirement, is, I think, a point 
too obvious to be contefted. Whence is it elfe that the country 
is almott deferted; that the ancient manfions of our nobility and 
gentry, notwithftanding all the attractions of rural beauty, and 
every elegance of accommodation can no longer retain their own- 
ers, who, at the approach of winter, pour into the metropolis, and 
even in the fummer months wander to the fea-coaft, or to fome 
other place of fafhionable refort. This unfettled humour in the 
midit of fuch advantages, plainly argues much inward diforder, 
and points out the need, as well as the excellency of that difci- 
pline, which can infpire a pure tafte of nature, furnifh occupation 
in the peaceful labours of hufbandry, and, what is nobler ftill, 
open the fources of moral and intellectual enjoyment. 

“Tt is indeed only in late times that this migratory fpirit has 
been prevalent. Our great grandfathers were content to refide in 
the country the year round. They were neither led abroad by the 
courfe of their education, nor by the amufements and diffipations 
of fathionable fociety, which are now arrived at fuch a pitch of 
luxurious refinement, that to come within the verge of their in- 
fluence is to lofe all power of return to rural fimplicity; unlefs 
the mind is happily fortified againft the feduction, by a philofophy 


which can fupply both pleafure and employment without the aid 
Pp'y Pp ploy 


> 


of artificial ‘life. 
Mr. B. has divided his work into Four Parts, of which, the 


fir is intitled, “ Reflections on Knowledge:” the fecond, 


“ Reflections on Virtue :” the third, “ Reflections on Happi- 
nels,” and the fourth part is an anfwer to objections made 
againft a life of retirement. 

The Refle@tions on Knowledge treat of the knowledge of 
God, and of his attributes, which is not to be attained with- 
out the aid of Revelation: of the knowledge of ourfelves, and 
of the world. In the former of thefe fections fome good 
rules are given, by due attention to which a perfon may at- 
tain to an acquaintance with his Maker. The author takes 
an opportunity of entering a {pirited proteft againtt feveral 
pofitions laid down in Saint Pierre’s Studies of Nature, and 
farther on, but we think with much lefs juftice, he refle¢ts 
upon Dr. Paley for not having availed himfelf of the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, when he was treating upon “ Natural 
Theology.” Had Mr. Bates attended to the objeét and de- 
fign of Dr. Paley’s work, he would have feen, that to have 
reforted to Chriftian principles for illuftrations or demon- 
{trations of the divine exiftence would have injured, rather 
than benefited his plan. The “ Natural Theology,” though laft 
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in the order of publication is intended by its excellent author 
as the firft link in the chain of reafoning, upon which is to 
reft his fyftem of natural and revealed religion. 

It is not our intention to follow Mr. B. in the various re. 
flections which are interfperfed through the two firft parts of his 
work ; it will be fufficient if we apprize the reader that they 
are in general appofite, imteretiing, manly, and ferious. 
They are caiculated to awaken in the thoughtful breatt, fen- 
timents of piety towards God, and of beneficence towards 
man. The title of “ Rural Philofophy,” is not, perhaps, fo 
appropriate to theie parts of the volume as it is to the next, 
which treats of the happinefs which arifes from the indepen- 
dence, the agriculture, und the amujements of a country life. 
Defirous, however, of fiating faéts as they really are, and, 
with the franknefs of a true philofopher, to deferibe the 
difadvantages. as weil as the happinefs refulting from each 
courte of life, Mr. B., as a check to the pleatures which a 
vivid imagination would anticipate from the purfuits of agri- 
culture, and which have been fo celebrated by poets and 
philofophers, obferves: 

“ There is fcarce, perhaps, any condition of life which is attended 
with more anxiety than that of a common farmer: to him a bad 
year is a ferious calamity; he is anxious to lay in happily his feed; 
he is then anxious for fexfons favourable to its growth ; and, afte: 
his fields are become ripe for the harveft, almott every cloud that 
tlies over his head is an object of apprehenfion. Such high enco- 
miums, therefore, can never be applicable, except in the cate of 
a country gentleman who is not obliged to live on the fruits of 
his own induttry, by whoin a barren year is not felt, and who re- 
tains no more of his grounds in Lis own hands than may ferve to 
his convenience or amufement. And even here, the happineis 5 
found often to exift merely in contemplation. It was fome tuci 
form of life which appears to have finitten the imagination oi 
Cowley; and what was the confequence? When he came @ 
length to take poffeffion of his elyfium, he met with fo rude s 
reception, that others, who indulge themielves in a like pro- 
fpeci, may learn thence to moderate their expectations. “ The firt 
nivht,” fays he, in a letter to Dr. Sprat, “ that I came hither, I 
caught fo great a cold, with a defiuxion of rheum, as made me keep 
my chamber ten days; and, two afier, had fuch a bruife on ay 
ribs with a fall, that I am yet unable to move or turn myfell 
my bed. This is my perfoual fortune here to begin with. And 
beiides, I can get no money from my tenants, and have my med 
dows eaten up every night by cattle put in by my neighbours. 
What this tignifies, or may come to in time, God knows; I 
be ominous, it can end in nothing lefs than hanging.” Two yeas . 
afterwards, he died; and thus terminated his plan of rural ili 


city.” 
J'rom 
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From the advantages arifing from a country life, our au- 
thor proceeds to defcribe the pleafures of a literary, and a 
devolional retirement : and then he undertakes to anfwer the 
objections ufually made to a life of retirement, as deftroying 
or diminifhing ufefulnefs. Here he affumes it as an incon- 
trovertible axiom that in human aflairs, there is a mixed 
chara¢ter which often makes it doubtful whether the good or 
the evil predominates, and that this charaéter is alfo difcern- 
ible in occupations which relate to the intellé¢tual part of our 
nature. As a fpecimen, he refers to the bufinefs of a book- 
feller, which he thinks it very difficult to conduét with fo 
much circumfpection as that the balance fhall turn in favour 
of trath and virtue. “ Among the numerous volumes,” fays 
Mr. B. “ which are now in ordinary circulation, there is a 
large proportion which deferves to be branded with infamy, 
many of them powerfully tending to promote lewdnefs, dif- 
fipation, and public diforder, and many others no lefs fub- 
fervient to the caufe of infidelity and profanenefs.” Surely in 
this defcription there is much of exaggeration. In this great 
city, we are fatisfied there is not one retpe¢table bookfeller who 
would favour the circulation of any of the books that merit the 
charaéter here given. Let Mr. B. appeal to his own publifher, 
let him demand of him, whether the fhelves of his warchoufe 
“ groan under loads of error and impiety, the incentives of 
vice, and the pleas of anarchy ?” And he would certainly, with 
becoming indignation, reply in the negative. The Society for 
the fuppreflion of vice could better have informed Mr. 
Bates. The picture they have drawn, fhocking as it is, is 
not taken from general life; but from characters who fkulk 
in darknets, who difieminate their poifon under cover of 
falfe pretences, who delude the unwary youth from the path 
of virtue and reétitude by means the mofi bafe and artful 
that can well be devifed. Books, fuch as Mr. B. has de- 
{cribed, are not only never exhibited in any refpeétable book- 
teller’s fhop, but can never be had there upon any terms. 

From the bookfeller Mr. B. turns to the profetlions of law 
ind phyfic, and to other defcriptions of men, who, without 
any particular profetlion, act a confiderable part in fociety ; 
luch as the founders of families who have, by their induftry, 
railed themielves to a itate of opulence :—the promoters of 
charitable inflituiions :—and the patrons of genius. He then 
proceeds to point out by what methods a retired life may 
be made a uteful one. 

_ Mr. B. next confiders the utility of monafteries ; and hav- 
ing well weighed the queftion, he declares it to be his 
periuafign that the monaftic fyftem has, upon the whole, 

been 
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been detrimental to religion, as well as to the prefent inte. 
refis of mankind ; he is, however, inclined to admit that the 
zeal of its oppoters carried them to fome excefs. And tuch, 
fays he, was the opinion of Archbifhop Leighton, “ who 
thought that the great error of the Reiormation was, that 
more religious houles, and of the munatiic courfe of lif, 
free from the entanglements of vows and other mixtures, 
were not preferved ; fo that the Proteftant churches had 
neither places of education, nor retreat for men of mortified 
tempers.” Hence our author takes an opportunity of recom. 
mending eftablifhments for the education and protection of 
young women, who are unprovided; where they might en- 
joy at leaft a temporary refuge, and be infiructed in the 
principles of religion, and in all fuch ufeful and dometiic 
arts, as might prepare and qualify thofe who were inciined 
to retarn into the world for a laudable difcharge of the du- 
ties of life. He alfo refers with approbation to fome efta- 
blifhments of this kind, and which, we imagine, are thole 
conduéted by the Moravians in different parts of the king- 
dom. 








Art. LXXXII. The Year of Sorrow. Written in the Spring of 
1803. By IW. R. Spencer. 4to. pp. 22. Price 5s. Cadell aud 
Davies, London, 1804. 


I EEPLY affected by the lofs of feveral of his relatives and 
friends who died early in the laft year, Mr. Spencer, in 
the exordium of his poem, thus apoftrophizes that portion of 
time, under the denomination of the “ Year of Sorrow.” 
“ Tear from thy guilty brow that vernal wreath ; 
Chafe from thy train thofe wanton airs which breathe 
Of joy, and love, and life! let nought appear 
To gratulate thy courfe, difaftrous year. 
Awzy with all the feafon’s gaudy trim; 
Cold be thy zephyrs, and thy funs be dim! 
Vain is the curie! the laughing Hours, who draw 
Thy car, have heard th’ irrevocable law ; 
The world has felt thy renovating rays ; 
All nature jubilant refounds thy praife ; 
Creation litts to thee her grateful voice, 
By Spring’s brief charter licenfed to rejoice : 
And, as thy genial fteps progreflive move, 
The lifelefs all revive, and all the living love. 
Thefe are thy works of grace !—thy works of woe, 
Man, ouly mun, is privileged to know: 
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Man, only man, creation’s lord confefs’d, 

Amidft bis happy realm remains unblets’d. 

Ou the bright earth, his flower-embroider’d throne, 
Th’ Imperial Mourner fighs and weeps alone! 

Sad Year! whilft yet I hold one focial joy, 

Sufpend thy dire commiffion to dettroy; 

My heart, fo late of many joys poffefs’d, 

Laments for many loft, and trembles for the refi.” 

He then proceeds to celebrate the charatierifiic virtues of 
ihe fubjects of bis griefs, fueceiiively deploring the unexpected 
fate of the Countels Dowager of Jenifon Walworth, Mrs. Spen- 
cer’s mother; of John Dunnage, efq.; of the honourable 
Mrs. Ellis, daughter of the late Lord Hervey ; of Mrs. Gre- 
ville, fitter of the late Sir Bellingham Graham ; of Aglaie de 
Polignac; of Sir William Hamiiton; and of the amiable Lady 
Hasriet Hamilton, eldeft daughter to the Marquis of Aber- 
corn. 

We fhall fele&t as a further fpecimen of Mr. Spencer’s 
poetical powers, his tribute of affection to the memory of 
Mr. Dunnage. 

“* Nor fhall the mournful chronicle forget 
One who with honett truth my friendfhip met *. 
Tohim farewel! Thy morning clouds were patt, 
And alli thy days feem’d bright’ning to the latt. 
Youth was thy feafon of diftrefs and tearsy 
But pleafure met thee in the vale of years ;—~ 
Scarce in the vale ere all thy fand was run, 
And thy life ended when thy joys begun, 

To thee farewel:—and oh! when fummer leads 
To Cambria’s woodland rocks and fireamy meads, 
Each fcene of nature’s pageantry review'd, 

Each fcheme of-focial happinefs renew’d ; 

Each rural day, each feftive night fhall be 

A dear, a long remembrancer of thee! 

O, think not fruits are the griefs which rend 
The heart of friendthip o’er a buried friend !— 
Are they not vouchers of diftinguith’d days, 

Of active virtues, and decided praife ? 

The man, when fummon’d to the realms of death, 
Who unlamented yields his ulelefs breath, 

Tho’ no foul crimes done in his mortal ftate 
‘The fearful hour of retribution wait, 

Yet long in cold obftru€tion dark he lies, 
Unwept on earih, unwelcom’d in the {fkies; 
Whilft every tear o’er friendthip’s afhes pour’d, 
Blots out fome frailty from the dread record, 
And every figh breath’d on the funeral fod 
Wafts the lov’d fpirit nearer to his God. 


~~ 





* John Dunnage, e/q. 
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Mr. S.’s verfification is eafy and elegant, and his fiyle is, in 
the main, chafte and correct. He has, however, retained 
fome faulty lines, which ought to have been fubmitted to the 
operation either of the file or of the pruning knife. What, fo; 
infiance, can be more flat and profaic than, ; 

“ The prime alone thy murderous fcythe could fuit.” 

We mufi enter our proteft againit the innovation which My, 
S. makes in the Englith language, in the introduction of a new 
and uncouth verb, when he fings of 

“The demon rage which uproar’d Europe’s peace.” 

In his erlogium on what he inelegantly denominates the 
“ clailic ware” of Wedgwood, he alfo appears to us to fink far 
below the general level of his poetic flight. The correction of 
thefe, and of one or two other paflages, would have rendere 
Mr. 5.’s poem “ totus teres atque rotundus.” In a lengthened 
compofition they might have been excufed ; but in a poem fy 
brief as the “ Year of Sorrow,” the public reafonably expec 
to find the mofi ferupulous exacine(s, and the highett polith 
of diction. 

Se 








Art. LXXXIII. An Account of the Aftronomical Difcoveries of 
Kepler : including an Hijiorical Review of the Syfiems which hai 


Succefively prevailed before his Time. By Robert Small, D. D. 
8vo. pp. 367. price 7s.6d. Mawman, 1804. 


HE intention of this publication is to give amore fill 

and particular account of Kepler’s difcoveries than can 

be found in the ufual fyitems, or the general hiftories of aftro- 

nomy, and to extract the account from his own inveftigations, 

which are chiefly to be found in his commentary on the mo- 

tions of Mars.” Such is the author’s reafons for introducing 

to the public the work before us; and his motives will be 

deemed laudable ; and by all lovers of mathematical {cience 
Dr. Small’s labours will be properly appreciated. 

It is well known, that to Kepler we are indebted for the firt 
difcovery of the great laws of the planetary motions, viz. that 
the planets defcribe areas that are proportional to the times ;— 
that they move in elliptical orbits, having the fun in one of the 
foci ;—and that the {quares of their periodic times are propor- 
tional to the cubes of their mean diftances fiom the fun. Thele 
indeed have been long known by the name of Kepler’s laws; 
and of courfe, the great man by whom they were difcoveied 
ftands at the head of that fyftem of aftronomy, which, by al-. 
mofi every mathematician, is deemed the true one, A brief 
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A brief account of what Kepler did is to be found in almoft 
all the introductions to this branch of fcience. In Mr. Mac- 
jaurin’s work on the fubjeét, which is dedetvedly held in the 
highett eftimation, we have a chapter almoft wholly devoted to 
Kepler. Hence it fhould feem that many of his difcoveries 
relulied from obfervations made by Tycho Brahe, with whom 
he lived in habits of intimaey. hepler, in the early part of 
life, was too mach attached to theory, and had a patlion for 
finding analogies in nature. He invented reafons why there 
mutt be fix, and only fix, planetary bodies. To defend this 
and other notions which ftand upon an equally untenable foun- 
dation, he applied himtelf diligently to obiervations on the 
motions of the heavenly bodies: by thete he was led firft to fee 
iz what former aftronomers had erred, and in endeavouring to 
avoid error he eventually arrived at the truth. 

Dr. Small, anxious to give a connected view of all that 
Kepler did in the feience of aftronomy, has thought it necef- 
fary to prefix an acconnt of the more ancient aftronomical 
theories, and of the principal phenomena which they were 
fuppoted to explain. Accordingiy, the firlt four chapters are 
devoted to the fyftems which had been feigned by f{peculative 
men in ancient mes; to the fyttems of Ptolemy, Copernicus, 
and Tycho Brahe. The next chapter is intitled, “ Of the 
Preparations to Kepler’s Difcoveries, and of his original In- 
tentions.” In this we have a fhort fketch of the aftronomer’s 
life, who was born in 1571 in the dutchy of Wirtemburg, and, 
by favour of the prince, was fent for education to Tubingen : 
before, however, he had completed his twentieth year, he 
was felected to fil] the vacant aftronomical chair at Gratz in 
Stiria, an office which he accepted with confiderable reluc- 
tance, but the duties of which he performed with affiduity and 
zeal. It is not, however, our intention to follow this great 
man through the various fteps of his life. Thefe Dr. Small 
has traced with accuracy ; and has fhewn not only how he was 
originally led fo fix upon attronomy as the prime purfuit of his 
life, but how one difcovery led to the others which fucceeded. 
He has traced the opening of his mind, and has given the 
feveral geometrical problems and demonttrations which he 
formed for the purpofe of explaining the phenomena of 
Nature, 

The contents of this volume will not admit of analyfis: 
thofe parts which relate almotft wholly to Kepler, are accounts 
of his plauctary theory ;-~of his folar theory ; and of the theory 
of Mars. As thefe are chiefly taken from his work intitled, 
© New Aftronomy ; or Celettial Phyfics, in Commentaries on 
the planet Mars:” and as the reafoning in general —_ on 
igures 


S92 She 


ma 


Co 
5 en 


FLEE TS, EAE 
. .4 





Lime, ee ee 


SR rey en 











68 THE IMPERIAL REVIEW. [Apri 


figures which accompany the volume, it ‘is difficult to fele¢ a 
part which fhall at once do juftice to the talents of the author, 
and intereft the reader who has not accefs to Dr. Small’s per- 
formance. The feétion which refers to Kepler’s third law js 
perhaps the moft appropriate in the whole book for the purpofe 
of being extracted. 

“ Another difcovery made by Kepler, of equal importance, 
though not difitinguifhed by the fame fteady and fcrupulous profecu- 
tion of principles through their various confequences, which it in- 
deed precluded, but produced chiefly by his extraordinary propen- 
fity to trace analogies, was his famous law concerning the mutual 
relation between the diftances of the planets from the fun, and the 
periods of their revolution. He had determined, as we have feen, 
by various methods, the diftances of every planet from the fun: that 
the diftance of Jupiter, for example, is about five times, and of 
Saturn more than nine times, greater than the diftance of the earth 
from the fun. But he found alfo, that the ratios of the times, in 
which the planetary revolutions were performed, were by no means 
the fame with thofe of the diftances; for the time of the revolution 
of the earth is but a twelfth part of the time of Jupiter’s revolution, 
and but a thirtieth part of that of Saturn’s revolution: and as he 
had confidered the Copernican arrangement of the planets to be 
defective and unfatisfactory, while no known relation fubfitted be- 
tween thofe diftances and times, the difcovery of this relation be- 
came to him an objett of the greateft intereft, and, indeed, of rett- 
lefs curiofity. His trials for this purpofe were various and repeated: 
he firft employed himfelf in comparing the ratios of the fimple dif- 
tances, or times, with thofe of the regular folids in geometry, and 
with the diyifions of mufical chords; it next occurred to him, on the 
8th of March 1618, that, inftead of comparing together the fimple 
diftances and times, he fhould compare the number expreffing their 
fimilar powers, fuch as their fquares, or their cubes, &c.; and, 
lafily, he made the very comparifon on which his difcovery was 
founded, between the fquares of the times and the cubes of the dif 
tances; but through fome error of calculation, no common relation 
was found between them. Finding it impoffible, however, to banith 
the fubject from his thoughts, he tells us that, on the 8th of the fol- 
lowing May, he refumed the laft of thefe comparifons, and, by re- 
peating his calculations with greater care, found, with the highet 
delight and even afionifhient, that the ratio of the fquares of the 
periodical times of any two planets was conftantly and invariably the 
fame with the ratio of the cubes of the greater axes of their orbits, 
or of their mean diltances from the fun. The mean diftance, for 
exainple, of the earth from the fun to that of Jupiter from the fun, 
is as 1 to 5.2.3 and the timeof a fidereal revolution of the earth to 
the time of Jupiter’s fidereal revolution, as 365d. 6h. 9 11” 2. to 
4332 d. Sh. 51’ 25” 6. Now, the number which exprefles how. 
often the fquare of the time of Jupiter’s revolution contains that 0’ 
the revolution of the earth, is 140,6874,; and this number alfo ex- 
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prefies, with equal exacinefs, how often the cube of Jupiter’s dif- 
tance contains the cube of the diftance of the earth. This cele- 
brated law received the moft perfect confirmation on the difcovery 
of the various fecondary planets of the tyfiem; for thefe were all 
found to be fubjected to it in their revolutions round their refpective 
primaries; and Newton has demonftrated, that it is the neceflary 
and univerfal law of all bodies revolving round a centre, and gravi- 
tating towards it in the inverfe ratio of the fquares of their diftances 
from it. 

After all that we have faid on Dr. Small’s work, it will, we 
apprehend, be thought too long by thote who are defirous of 
fiudying the Newtonian {yftem of the world. A general know- 


‘ledge of this fubjeét may be had at an eafier rate in Maclau- 


zin’s © Account,” to which we have already alluded ; and thofe 
who have leifure and inclination to invefligate the fubject trom 
its fource, will, perhaps, rather choofe to apply to Kepler’s 
own account than to any abridgment of it. 

We have in a few inftances obferved trifling errors which 
are probably imputable to the prefs; as in p. 281, falius is 
put tor falices. 








Ant. LXXXIV. Praétical Obfervations on the Treatment of Stric- 
tures in the Urethra, and in the @/ophagus.. By Everard Home, 
E/q. F.R.S. Surgeon to St. George’s Hopital. Vol. I. 8vo. 
pp. 424; price 7s. Nicol. London. 1803. 


Ts application of bougies, either fimple, or containing a 
portion of cauftic tubftance, for the purpofe of removing 
obfiructions of the urethra, is by no means to be regarded as 
a modern invention, Andrew Lacuna, a Spanith phyfician, 
appears to have been the firft who has given an exact account 
of this method of treatment in a work written in 1551, in- 
titled “ Methodus cognotcendi, extirpandique in veficz collo 
carunculas.” He does not, however, claim it as his own 
difcovery, but acknowledges that he had learnt it from a cer- 
tain perion, called Philip Lufitanus. 

He direéts that a wax candle, of fuch a fize as can be eafily 
introduced, fhould be paffed into the urethra, and be fuffered 
to remain a little time in the canal, that it may receive the 
impreilion of the firicture, in order to aicertain the fituation 
of the obftruétion, and the part of the bougie which ought to 
be imbued with the cathartic unguent. About the fame 
period, likewife, Alexander Trajanus Petronius, 2 furgeon of 


Caftile, employed bougies in which red precipitate, burnt 


alum, or fome of the concentrated acids, formed a part of 
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their compofition. This method of treatment was generally 
known and practifed during almoft two centuries, by fome of 
the ableft furgeons in Europe. Among the more eminent of 
thofe who fanétioned this praétice, were Ambrofe Paré and 
Dionis, in France, and the illuftrious father of furgery in 
England, Richard Wifeman. ; 
During this period, however, many practitioners rejected 
thefe more violent methods, and employed bougies made of 
wax, with which they previoufly examined the ftate of the 
urethra; and having by meafurement atcertained the part 
where the difeafe exifted, they were enabled to direét their 
application with greater precifion, which they effeéted, either 
by the immediate introduction of a fmaller bougie, armed 
_ with fome deficeative fubfiance, or elfe by conveying it to the 
affected part by means of a canula, in order to avoid irritating 
the found part of the canal. : 
The ufe of cauftic, for the removal of obftruétions in the 
urethra, was, however, found on various occafions, and, when 
applied with the utmoft caution, to be productive of confi- 
derable mifchief: accordingly we find, about the middle of 
the 17th century, this practice ftrongly reprobated by Savoiard, 
in a work intitled “ Nouveau Recueil d’Obfervat. Chirurg.” 
This practice was likewife difcountenanced by Le Dran and 
Afiruc as unmanageable and dangerous; and they thought it 
fufficient to advife bougies either made of catgut, or thofe in 
which the more irritating ingredients were excluded. Our 
countryman Sharpe, whote excellence as a furgeon has been 
no lefs diftinguifhed than his elegance as a writer, obferves, 
that this practice was altogether condemned and rejeéted in 
his time, on account of the diffieulty and almoft impoflibility 
of directing theie applications to the morbid part, and to that 
only, befide the violent pain and dangerous effeéts which 
they generally occafioned. Yet, notwithftanding the difcre- 
dit into which this mode of treatment had fallen, it was re- 
vived by the late Mr. John Hunter, and has been purftied by 
many furgeons of eminence fince his time. We confefs we 
think it not a little ftrange that Mr. Hunter (whether from 
ignorance, or contempt for the labours of his predecefiors, we 
prefume not to determine) fhould have offered no reafons ior 
departing from the beft and ableft authorities, nor any argu- 
ments for removing the objeétions which had been made againtt 
this mode of treatment. The oppofition, however, which it 
has encountered fince its revival to the prefent period by a 
large proportion of practitioners, has tended greatly to retard 


its progrefs, and to obfiruét the introduction of it into general: 


practice. The mode of applying the cautftic, it? Mr. 
unter, 
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Hunter, has been materially improved, and much more exten- 
fively employed, by his pupil Mr. Home, who, in a work 
publifhed in 1797, entitled “ Praétical Obfervations on the 
« Treatment-of Striétures of the Urethra,” has given a full and 
detailed hiftory of his practice in difeates of the urinary canal. 
In this volume Mr. Home endeavours, by a modification of 
his practice, to obviate many of the difficulties to which it ap- 
peared liable, and to give additional fupport to that method of 
treatment which Mr. Hunter had adopted. In the firft vo- 
lune Mr. Home has confined his obfervations to the more 
common cafes of firi¢ture, and the mode of treating them: in 
the volume before us he has profecuted the fubject further, by 
explaining feveral varieties in the progrefs of the difeafe, enu- 
merating new fymptoms, and taking notice of fuch complica- 
tions as have come to his knowledge fince the firft volume was 
publifhed. To which are added fome remarks on firictures of 
the cefophagus and reétum. The firft volume is of a date too 
remote to fall, confiftently, within the limits of our plan; we 
have contented ourfelves, therefore, with the mention of it, 
referving our obfervations for the volume now bevore us. Be- 
tore we proceed to a particular analyfis of this volume, it may 
not be improper to lay before the reader fome obfervations of 
the plan of arrangement which Mr. Home has adopted in the 
profecution of his ‘fabjeét. In feveral inftances anomalous 
circumftances, which we conceive might have been placed 
under one common head, are {welled out into matters of the 
greateft magnitude, and become the heads of diftinét chap- 
ters. 

By this feparation of diftin@ faéts from each other the ge- 
neral effeét of aflemblage is loft, and we meet with confufion 
infiead of a luminous order. For the correcinefs of thefe re- 
marks we refer to chapters 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th. But 
we proceed to an examination of the particular chapters and 
fections. 

Chap. 1{t.—General Obfervations. In inveftigating this dif- 
eale, Mr. Home has been enabled, from his extenfive expe- 
rience, to afcertain that a variety of conftitutional affections 
are occafionally produced by it. The moft frequent of thefe 
is a regular feverifh paroxyfm, refembling that of intermittent 
fever; the next in point of frequency is a ttate of feverith 
indifpofition ; the others are, general nervous irritation, irri- 
tation of the fiomach, fciatica, epilepty, eryfipelas, inflam- 
mation of the tonfils, and throat, and eruptions. Mr. Home 
oblerves, that patients are either liable to thefe while labouring 
under that difeafe, or they may be brought on by the appli- 
cation of the armed bougie ; and that where thele effects are 
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produced by the latter, it will be found that they have been 
met with at a former period in the fame patient ; and, lafily, 
that after the remoyal of the firicture, the fymptoms difap- 
pear, although the patient had been liable to them for a num- 
ber of years. Mr. Home obferves, that thefe facts fhow fufii- 
ciently the variety of effeéts which can and do arife from an 
irritation upon fo fmall a part of that canal, and this fome- 
times even where there is no fenfation in the part, and the 
patient is himfelf unconfcious of its being in a difeafed fiate. 
We do not perceive, however, that this latter part of our au- 
thor’s inference is founded upon any facts contained in this 
volume; and it. would require more than our ufual fhare of 
confidence to take for granted an affertion unfupported either 
by proof or analogy. Mr. Home further remarks, that the 
conttitutional affeétions which are occafionally produced do 
not yield to the modes of treatment by which they have been 
removed when arifing from other cautes. In confidering the 
change of ftructure which a firicture in the urethra undergoes, 
the author obferves, p. 19, “1 have even met with it, upon 
diffection, as hard as cartilage ; and, unfortunately, this dif- 
pofition for induration fometimes extends itfelf into the fur- 
rounding parts. It alfo happens, that two firictures, half an 
inch from each other, or at a ftill greater diftance, when 
much contracted, have the fpace between them diminifhed 
inNts capacity; and the membrane of this intermediate por- 
tion of the canal is rendered thicker than the reft of the 
urethra; fo that, with refpeét to its removal, it may be conti- 
dered as one continued ftricture. The mode of treating fuch 
cafes by cauftic, which has been by many confidered too vio- 
lent, is often found in practice much too mild to fecure fuc- 
cefs.” ‘The remaining part of this chapter is occupied with 
fome conclufions drawn from the length of time in which this 
mode of treatment hasbeen adopted, refpecting the confequen- 
ces which are produced by and the permanency of its effects. 
The author admits that in many, very many cafes, there has 
been a return of the complaint, but that it has arifen in thete 
cafes either from the patient having contracted a frefh gonor- 
rhea, from ufing injections for its cure, or_ from an attack of 
the gout; and im iome infiances of this laft affection the 
recurrence of the difeafe has rendered the removal of the 
obftruéction impracticable. 

Chap. 2d. Entitled “ Affections of the Urethra,” which have 
been miftaken for firictures, and treated as fuch, comprehends 
four feétions; the firft of thefe includes irritations in the 
urethra, produced by different {ubftances taken into the ftomach, 


ef which the author enumerates ginger, burgundy, and ~ 
eer; 
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beer; the fecond, irritation in the urethra, brought on from piles ; 
the third, temporary ftri¢tures during the inflammatory ftage of 
vouorrhea; the fourth, irritations in the urethra, in confequence 
of inflammation of the internal membrane of the bladder. 
With refpeé to the fecond article, we mutt beg leave to wave 
our aflent until a more extenfive experience fhall have en- 
abled Mr. Home to point out perticularly the circumftan- 
ces upon which he qualifies his affertion. Hmorrhoidal 
aflections are fo frequent, that if any connection had naturally 
exilted between the two dileafes, this circumftance muft have 
been too obvious to have been fo long patled over in filence. 
Where the piles are in an inflamed ftate, we can readily be- 
lieve that this may, in fome inttances, “extend to the urethra, 
producing the difeafe in queftion: but, independent of this, 
we fee no reafonable grounds for believing, with Mr. Home, 
that the mere co-exiftence of the two difeafes neceflarily im- 
plies any natural dependence on each other. 

The cafe which Mr. Home hus related in his 4th Section 
claims the attention of every practitioner. It appears, how- 
ever, to have been an ulcerated, and not an inflamed ftate of 
the internal membrane of the bladder. Had, therefore, the 
title of this Section been accurately expreffed, it ought to have 
been, Lrritations in the Urethra, inconfequence of Ulceration of 
the Internal Membrane-of the Bladder. 

Chap. 3d. Striétures which require an unufual number of 
applications of the armed bougie for their removal. 

In confidering the alterations which ftriGures of the urethra 
undergo from long continuance, both in their ftructure and 
fenfibility, Mr. Home is led to make fome oblervations on the 
effect which this change produces is other parts of the canal. 
He obferves that in ali thefe cafes there are confequent ftric- 
tures; that whatever irritates or relieves the newly-formed 
firicture produces fimilar effeéts upon the original one. The 
following obfervations form an important part of this chapter. 

». 56, “ Where the fecond ftriGture has become ligamentous, 

and the firft is ftill harder than ligament, that portion of the 

urethra which lies between them has loft its natural ftruéture, 

and is more or lefs in a difeafed and thickened dtate, requiring 

the ufe of the cauttic through its whole extent, to widen the 

canal, and admit of the bougie arriving at the original firic- 

ture.” _P. 58. In fuch cafes, when the original is deftroyed, 

it is often impoflible to get a bougie into the bladder. There 

is fo much irregularity, that, although there isa paflage, the 

bougie cannot be made to follow it.” “ It becomes therefore 
neceflary from time to time, in the progrefs of the cure, to 
yake ule of a curved filver catheter, to afcertain whether the. 
RR 3 urethra, 
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urethra is really pervious or not; and when that inftrument 
can be paffed, by continuing its ufe, the bladder is relieved, 
and the thickening of the urethra fubfides.” Thefe feveral 
circumfiances are iiluftr ated by cafes, the 2d of which points 
out likewife the great refemblance which ftriGures of the ure- 
thra in warm climates bear to thole of gonorrhea, 

The extent to which Mr. Home has carried the ufe of the 
cauftic bougie may be judged of from the following ftatemeni. 
In cafe 3d the cauftic was app lied 187 times in the courfe of 
18 months and a half; and Mr. Home remarks, “ although 
the procefs of the cure was fo extremely tedious, when once 
it was completed the parts féemed to be in no degree injured 
by the frequency y of the applications, nor were they longer in 
recovering themfelves than where the cure has been. effected i in 
a much fhorter time.” In the 5th cafe the cauftic had been 
applied in the courfe of fix years 486 times, 

Chap. 4th. The effects of long continuance of ftricture in 
the urethra upon the bladder. In further confidering the 
effects which are produce ed in other parts of the body from the 
long continuance of firiétures in the urethra, the author has 
met with fome cafes in which a difeafed ftate of the internal 
membrane of the bladder has appeared to be a confequence.— 
This fubjec t occupies the 1ft Section, and is illuftrated with 
cafes, the refult of which will be found highly interefting. — 
From a confideration, however, of cafe 3d, we muft acknow- 
ledge ourfelves ignorant of the peculiar circumftances in 
which it differs from thofe already related. And fo far from 
agreeing with Mr. Home that this diary, which occupies more 
than one fourth part of the whole volume, may be of the 
great utility which he fxppofes, (not to dwell upon the 
tirefome repetitions and infignificant metaphors which em- 
bellith the dialogue of Mr. Home and his patient) we are of 
opinion that a compeadious abridgment of it, comprifed 
within a very few pages, would have contained ‘all that was 
neceflary for practical pi urpotes. 

Sect. 2d. Ulceration of the internal membrane of the blad- 
der, attended with hamorrhage. 

Sect. 3d. Communication of the bladder with the rectum. 
The cireumftances of the cafe which Mr. Home has related, 
incline us to doubt whether the-injury noticed under this Sec- 
tion ought to be regarded as the effect of ftricture; but we 
think Mr. Home not a little r eprehenfible i in delivering, with 
x degree of confidence and certainty, an opinion which, it 
admitted at all, mult be ac knowledged as highly conjectural. 
On the fubject of the 4th Section, which contains an account 
of a rupture of the bladder, mee with fome unufual cir- 

cumftances, 
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cumftances, Mr. Home regards, as well the difeafes men- 

tioned in the two former Sections, “ as an ulcer of the 

bladder, producing effeéts according to the parts defiroyed by 

theulcer.” This mode of explanation is not more fatisiactory 

than that which is offered in the preceding Se¢tion ; fince in 

the greater number of cafes on record it will be found that 
the rupture of the bladder has arifen from a gangrene of fume 

part of that vifcus. Mr. Home, with a fort of contemptuous 
{neer, which betrays no flight ihare of vanity, fays, p. 236, 
“ A rupture of the bladder is often talked of, and the way in 
which it is fuppoted to take place I believe rarely, if ever, hap- 
pens.” Does Mr. Home mean to affert that a rupture of the 
bladder is a circumfiance not generally underftood ; or if fo, 
that the manner in which it takes place has not been accu- 
rately detcribed ? or, that the notions commonly entertained 
on this fubjeét are chimerical, and not founded on actual 
examination, becaufe the “fuppofed” circumftances of the 
cafes on record do not coincide with that related by Mr. 
Home? Surely, had Mr. Home ever taken the pains to con- 
jult Bonetus, Lieutand, Roonhuyfen, the cafes related in the 
Medical Obfervations, or the Medical Communications, &c. 
he would not have aflumed a tone fo little refpectful to men 
of no lefs induftry and eminence than himfelf. We do not 
mean to undervalue the cafe which Mr. Home has related, the 
examination of which appears to have been condutted with 
great accuracy; and we are forry that the limits within which 
we are confined do not permit us to prefent our readers with a 
tranfcript of it. 

Chap. 5th. Stri€tures brought on by Onanifm, In this and 
the two fubfequent chapters the author has confidered fome 
peculiarities belonging to firi¢tures of the urethra, which appear 
to depend on the caufes enumerated under thefe different 
heads. Though we were not diipofed to refifi any erroneous 
opinions of the author which were not immediately connected 
with his views, the following paflage ought not, we think, to 
be paffled over in filence. In {peaking of the prevalence of 
this vice before the period at which the parts have acquired 
their full powers, fo as to fit them for the performance of their 
functions, Mr. Home obferves, p. 245, “ At this time an oc- 
cafional attempt to perform the complete act might be pro- 
ductive of benefit, and if it were only repeated at certain inter- 
yals might do no material mifchief.”. Mr. Home has left his 
readers entirely ignorant upon what facts or obfervations this 
very extraordinary affertion is founded : but whatever may be 
thought of his hypothefis we cannot commend his difcretion 
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in publifhi ng an opinion, the evident and fole tendency of 
which is to eacourz iwea pernicious and unnatural vice. 

The Sth C hapter 1 is written with a view to point out certain 
difeates which are occafionally met with as the confequences 
of firicture, witout a know! ledge of which circumfiance they 
w ould be likely to be miitaken ‘for original affections, of which 
Mz. flome enumerates the following : 1. pes 2, Sci- 
atica; 3. Au involuntary pailing of the urine; 4. An en- 
largement of the tefticle; 5. Difeafed fiate of the furface of 
the tongue. The author has met with but two inftances of 
eryfipelas in confequence of ftricture. The cafe intended to 
illuftrate the 4th Section exhibits afpecimen of Mr. Home's 
mode of reducing the thickened parts, after the firiéture has 
been removed by the ufe of the catheter. In the 5th Section 
the author relates a fingle cafe in point, which he confiders 
as a proof of the “ftrong fympathetic connection,” as he 
terms it, which exifts between the ftomach and urethra— 
We cannot forbear expreiling our furprize, that from one foli- 
tary inftance, and that not quite free from ambiguity, the 
author fhould have deduced a general conclufion : if fuch 
nodes of reafoning were to be admiited as valid in furgery, 
or in any oiber tcience, we thould have quickly as maay 
axioms as facts. 

Chap. oth. Striéture in the urethra, accompanied with a 
ftone in the kidney, which kept up fymptoms of irritation in 
the biadder after the firiéture was removed. 

Chep. 10th, Sirictures to which the cauftie has been applied 
rendered more eafily diated by the common bougie. Mr. 
Home appears fatisiied, that the only cates in which the ap- 
plication of the caufiic is rendered ineflectual or inadmiflible 
are, tiofe in which the difpotition to paroxyims of fever are 
fo vio.ent us to leave the conititution in too exhaufted a fiaie 
toadmit of the mode of treatment being continued. 

C hap. 11th. Palle paflages fermed by the ule of the canfic. 
To thofe who are unaware of the difliculties attending the ule 
of the arined bougie, this chapter will be highly interefting, as 
jt contains feveral new and ufeful precepis on the mode of 
conducting that operation. 

Chap. 12th. Cates in which fuppreffion of urine, in confe- 
quence of itri¢ture, has been fo long continued as to require 
the operation of punctaring the bladder. The greater part of 
this chapter, the author acknowledges, has been publifhed be- 
fore in the Tranfactions of a Society for promoting Medical an: l 
Chirurgical Knowledge. The « ales, howeve os Telated in it, 
will, we are perfuaded, be found high!y interetting. They are 
circufiantiaily and accurately defcribed, and have furnifhed 
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the author with the means of drawing certain conclufions from 
the two methods of operating. We cannot, however, avoid 
drawing one conclufion from thefe cafes, as it regards the 
ceneral mode of treatment which Mr. Home has adopted ; 
aud which he appears to have overlooked: it is this, that the 
four cafes in which he performed the operation himfelf were 
cales of fuppreflion of urine produced by the application of 
cauftic. We are, therefore, of opinion, that the author will 
find it neceflary to extend his Tenth Chapter to a variety of 
other cales befide thofe mentioned. Mr. Home obferves, 
that in two cafes where he had an opportunity of examining 
ihe parts after death, “ that the trocar had paiied obliquely 
upwards from the rectum into the bladder: it wounded the gut 
ex: actly two inches from the verge of the anus, and entered the 
bladder in the triangular {pace between the profiate gland and 
the openings of the two ureters.” This {pace, which Mr. 
Home alludes to, includes within it the vata differentia and 
the vefieulee feminales; but we are not told at what relative 
point, with refpect to thefe important parts, the perforation 
was made. The only {pace we know of in which the bladder 
can be perforated trom the rectum with perfect impunity is, 
the triangular {pace between the vafa differentia and the re- 
flexion of peritoneum. This {pace in the natur = ft: ite, before 
any difleétion has been employed, does not exceed in its 
createft diameter two fingers breadth. Had Mr. Satie given 
accurate direétions how an operator may beit avoid wound- 
ing the véficula feminales, or penetrating the cavity of the 
abdomen, his inftruétions would have been of much more im- 
portance than thofe he has given us. 

Chap. 13th. Of the tre: utment of firiGures in the ce! fophagus. 
Mr. Home confiders that part of the ccfophag us immediately 
behind the cricoid cartilage as more liable to firi¢iure than any 
other part of the canal. “ In the cefophagus of a young per- 
fon,” Mr. Home obferves, “ there is a contrattion at this part ; 
which I believe has not been generally noticed.” This latt 
obfervation is by no means peculiar to Mr. Home; it was a 
remark firft made by the late Dr. Hunter, and has been re- 
peatedly confirmed by the obfervations of ditferent anatomitis 
fince his time. One reafon which has been unnoticed, and which 
perhaps explains not only why this part of the canal is narrower 
than the reft, but alfo why it becomes more liable to firicture is, 
that this is the precife point at which the inferior conttrictor 
mufcle of ehe pharynx terminates. We have purpofely avoided 
entering into any conteft with Mr. Home on the propriety of 
employing fuch terms as “ ceconomy of * difeates,” “ tranflation 


of te alibility, ” « fympathy of parts ;* terms which, to fay the 
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leaft of them, are no lefs unintelligible, than deftruétive to the 

wrogrefs of fcience. In the review of this volume it will per- 
appear, that we have been more folicitous to point out 
its defects than careful to difplay its excellences. We are, 
however, ready to concede that Mr. Home has made many 
ufeful additions to the hiftory of a difeafe not yet perfectly 
underftood, and that this volume will be found to contain 
many rare and interefting cafes ; yet we feel it proper to aflert, 
that the inferences and reafoning which Mr. Home has in many 
places adopted, are not drawn trom fuflicient premifes ; and in 
our opinion it is greatly inferior to the former volume both in 
the importance of the matter, and the manner in which itis 
executed. 








Ant. LXXXV. Socrates and Jefus compared. By Jofeph Priefiley, 
LL.* D. F.R.S. pp. 60. Johnion. London: 1803. 


LTHOUGH we differ very widely from Dr. Priefiley 
ys upon many queftions of importance, and heartily ditap- 
prove the intemperate zeal with which he purfued his favourite 
objects of civil and religious reform, yet we have ever confi- 


dered him as a fincere and judicious advocate for the Divine 
origin of the Gofpel. Whether a man correétly undertiands 
the meaning of the facred records, and properly appreciates 
the value of the information which they contain; or, whether 
he really believes them to be facred, and fupports his belief 
by found and convincing arguments ; are confiderations which 
fhould be kept entirely dittinét by all who would examine the 
quetftion of the truth or falfehood of Chriftianity with the can- 
dour and ferioufnefs anfwerable to its importance. One of 
thefe confiderations applies folely to the controverfy between 
Chriftians and Infidels. The arguments produced by the for- 
mer ought, therefore, to be fich as all Chriftians can admit 
to be valid. The other confideration applies to difcufiions 
arifing among Chriftians themfelves; and. every individual, 
who may be interefted in fuch iuveftigations, muft produce 
the reafons which his own judgment and confcience approve. 
—Now, certainly, the firlt of thefe, as it embraces a wider 
compas, fo is it of higher importance: inafmuch as any 


ne 





* This anomaly to the laws of orthography we frequently obferve 
in title-pages, and fhall now notice once for all. _L. is the contrac: 
tion for Lex in the fingular, LL. for the plural; confequently, 
Legum Doétor mutt be thus abbreviated, LL. D. 
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belief of Chriftianity is preferable to the darknefs and delufion 
ol infidelity; and, if the generality of mankind could be 
brought to acknowledge the authority of the Gofpei difpen- 
fation, we might then entertain a more reafonable expectation 
that the fubordinate points of controverly among Chriftians 
would be adjutted. 

However that may be, it is our bounden duty to give the 
writer before us his juft portion of praife for the ability, cou- 
rage, and perfeverance, with which he bas ftood forward in 
the defence of our common faith againft the common enemy. 
Here, indeed, he has laboured with a zeal and indutiry wor- 
thy of the caufe he has fuftained. Againft Hume and Gibbon, 
againft Paine and Volney, he has undauntedly thrown down 
the gauntlet of defiance. He has invited the Jews to an ami- 
cable difcuflion of the evidences of Chriftianity: and, amidft 
the wildeft excefles of the French foi-difant philofophers, 
boldly expofed their ignorance and reproved their impiety. 
In the prefent work*, his thoughts have been employed upon 
the fame fubject: and it is highly creditable to him that he 
has not fuffered them to wander from the main interefting 
queftion before him. We do not recollect a fingle expreffion 
throughout thefe pages which the moft orthodox Chriftian 
would feel himfelf called upon to difapprove. 

The charaéter of Socrates, the moft eminent teacher of the 
idolatrous world, has, naturally enough, been the fubjeét of 
comparifon with that of Jefas Chrift, both among lufidels and 
Chriftians. The contraft, as exhibited by Rouileau, is well 
known to be greatly in favour of our religion ; and although 
Voltaire, if we rightly remember, affects in a part of his 
works to detract from the fortitude of our Redeemer at one 
particular moment of his unexampled fufferings, yet he is 
elfewhere compelled by the force of truth to acknowledge the 
{uperiority of Jefus over Socrates. The prefent work exhibits 
the comparifon much more fully. It contains a fimple, but 
accurate expofition ef feéts; and, while the reader is in ge- 





* This, perhaps, is the laft of our author’s literary performances ; 
for, fince we prepared this account for the prets, we received an 
account of bis death. When we heard the circumttance, we could 
not but feel great pleafure in reflecting that our attention had been 
given to a work which, both in its intention and execution, calfed 
for high commendation. Chriftian charity is, indeed, far from re- 
quiring ys to difgyife our opinions; but it eertainly does enjoin us 
to approve and even point out whatfoever is excellent in thoie from 
whom we differ, and to allow to their motives the fame praife which 
we claim for our own, 
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neral left to draw his own conclufions, its aim and objeé are 
to fhow the neceility and importance of Revelation, by the de- 
feéts which are vifible in the mode, the iubftance, and the 
confequences of Socrates’ teaching. 

The plan of this tract is extremely fenfible, and arranged 
under the following heads. 1. Of the Polytheifm and Idolatry 
of Socrates.—2. ‘The Sentiments of Secrates concerning the 
Gods and their Providence. —3. Of the excellent Moral Cha. 
racter of Socrates—4. The Imperfection of Socrates’ Ideas 
concerning Piety «nd Virtue in general—5. Of Socrates’ 
Belief in a Future Staie—5. OF the Demon of Socrates — 
7. Of the Character and Teaching of Socrates compared with 
thofe of Jetus.—8. Of the different Objects of the [nftructions 
of Socrates and of Jefus.—g. Inferences to be drawn irom 
the Comparifon of Socrates and Jefus. 

In the execution of this defign there is much judgment as 
well as fairnefs. The topics are well felegted, and the lan- 
guage in which they are difcutied is fo cleat, as to enable any 
reader of moderate capacity to perceive the drift and acknow- 
ledge the force of the argument. We do not, indeed, acqui- 
efce in every part of the ftatement made by our author; and, 
in one infiance, we are of opinion, that he has rather weak- 
ened than ailifted his caufe by the fentiments which he has 
elfpoufed. This we fhall notice hereatter. 

The following obfervations under Sect. IV. are a fpecimen 
of the manner in which the gueftion is treated. 

“ Juft and fublime as were the fentiments that Socrates profefied 
concerning the power and providence of the gods, and of the ob- 
ligation that men are under to reverence and worfhip them, his 
ideas of the manner in which this was to be done were by no means 
fuch as might have been expected in confequence of them. Ac- 
cording to him, all the duties that properly rank under the head 
of piety, are the obfervance of the religious rites of the countries 
in which men live. “ The gods,” he fays, (p. 338*) “ are not to 
“ be honoured by every man as he pleafes, but as the laws dire¢t.” 
This was agreeable to the anfwer received from Delphi, when in- 
quiry was made concerning the manner in which men fhould pleafe 
the gods; for the anfwer returned was, “ by complying with the 
“ infiitutions of our country.” (p. 313.) After mentioning this, 
Socrates added, that “ all ftates had decreed that the gods are to 
“be placated by facrifices, according to the faculties of each oi 
“ them.” (p. 314.) 

“ Now 





* Thefe references are to “ Xenophon’s Memorabilia and Apo- 
logy; by B. Simpfon, Oxfard, A. D. 1749.” 
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“ Now, what the rites of the heathen religions were, thofe of 
Athens by no means excepted, is well known. Little did they ac- 
cord with any juft fentiments of what we now deem to be piety, i. e. 
a reverence for the perfections and providence of God; gratitude 
for his favours; fubmiffion to his will, in a ftri¢ct obedience to the 
moral precepts he has enjoined ; and confidence in his protection 
and favour in confequence of it. With thefe fentiments, facrifices, 
and the other rites of the heathen religions, had no conne¢tion 
whatever. Rather, they were the occafion and provocatives of 
licentioufnefs, and lewdnefs, as muft have been well known to 
Socrates himfelf. 

The moral maxims of Socrates, independent of thofe relating to 
religion, are adinirable, efpecially his faying, (p. $3,) that “ there 
is no better way to true glory than to endeavour to be good rather 
than feem to be fo.” But his general rule concerning the nature 
of juftice, in which he probably included virtue, in general, was 
that, “ whatever is lawful,’ or agreeable to the laws “ is juft” 
(p. 321, 326) ; whereas, nothing can be more variable than the 
jaws of particular ftates, or more difcordant with one another, 

“ With refpect to the fubjeéts of religion and morals in general, 
Socrates always profeffed a greater regard to tht laws than reafon 
or good fenfe will juftify, though he might be induced to fay more 
on this fubjeét in confequence of his being accufed of being no 
friend to the popular religion, and of corrupting youth by ‘at- 
tuching them to himfelf, to the neglect of their parents and others. 
And it is very poflible that, in fome of his infiructions he had in- 
culcated duties of a purer and higher kind than the inftitutions 
of his country would encourage or authorife. Such, however, 
might be expected from the fentiments he generally expreiied,” 
(p. 14.) 

Dr. Priefiley is certainly correct in reprefenting Socrates as 
having no fixed belief in a future ftate. Is he equally accurate 
when he fays, (p. 25,) that “ the Jews were in the time of 
our Saviour firm believers in the do¢trine of a refurrection ¢” 
Surely the belief which prevailed in our Saviour’s time was 
rather that of a feét than a whole people, at leaft the Saddu- 
cees and their adherents were very numerous. 

The following remark, which has often occurred to us, is 
both true and important : 

“ Befides, after all that Sccrates advances in proof of a future 
ftate, he feems to make it the peculiar privilege of thofe who apply 
to philofophy, who have in fome degree abtiracted the purer mind 
from the grofs body, by intenfe meditations,” (p. 83.) “ This,” he 
fays, (p. 94) “ was intended by the authors of the myfteries, when 
they faid that none befides the initiated would live with the gods 
after death; for that by the initiated were meant thofe who philo- 
fophized in a right manner (ép6;), and that whether he had fuc- 
ceeded or not, it had been his endeavour through life to do fo.” 

** According 
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“ According to this the great mafs of mankind have no more jp. 
tereft in a future ftate than brute animals, But the Gofpel makes 
no difference in favour of philofophers, or any other clais of mep, 
According to this, “ ll that are in the graves fhall hear the voice of 
the Son of man, (John v. 28.) and fhall come forth ; they that hare 
done good to the refurrection of life, and they that have done ecil to the 
refurrection of condemnation. Then too (Rev. xx. 15.) the sea frail 
give up the dead that isin it, and every man fhall be judged according 
to his works.” (p. 25.) 

The fubject of the Seventh Section of this little trag is 
handled in a mafterly manner, with the exception of one re- 
mark, where we think the learned writer has made an unne- 
ceflary conceflion. 

“ But independently of this fuperior authority with which Jefus 
always delivered himfelf, the fubjeéts of his difcourfes and exhorta- 
tions were far more ferious and weighty than thofe of Socrates— 
Indeed, fome of thofe that are recorded by Xenophon are fo exceed- 
ingly trifling, that we cannot help wondering that a writer of fuch 
judgment and good fenfe fhould have thought it worth his while to 
relate them. Some of thofe of Jefus are, no doubt, of much lef 
importance than others; as when he advifes perfons how to place 
themfelves at table where there are many guetts of different ranks, 
&c.: and obfervations and advices of far lefs importance than 
even this are not unbecoming Socrates, Jefus, or any man in pro- 
per cireumftances. For the graveit characters are not always 
ipeaking, as we fay, ex cathedra. In the ordinary fituations of 
human life, when nothing very ferious is expected, but mere good 
humour and good fenfe, even innocent pleafantry is well received.” 

Now certainly the advice of Jefns was not, either in the in- 
fiance adduced, or upon any other occafion, confined to any 
thing fo trivial as the decorum of common life. In this cale 
it was a grave and ferious caution againft pride; againits 
patiion which, like many other defeéts of our nature, often 
betrays itfelf by little circumftances, and on occafions where 
a luperficial obferver would not remark it. Indeed we con- 
ceive this to be the charactertitic excellence of Chrilt’s 
preaching. By the deep and boundleis infight which he 
poflefied into the human heart, he traced all moral evils to 
their fource, marked them in their moft fecret receffes, and 
purfued them through all the irregularities of human actioi. 
Hence he was enabled to caution his difciples againii the 
the firft appearance of fin, to check it in its advances to ma- 
turity, and prevent its growing into habit. Hence it was 
that he affifted them in gaining that knowledge, which is 
moft difficult to be attained, but without which our infir- 
mities mufi take deeper and deeper root, the knowledge of 
eurfelves. 

In 
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In the laft fection, the argument is fummed up. But not- 
withftanding that fome points in favour of Revelation are 
ftated both with force and precifion, yet this part of the traét 
does not altogether adhere to the fubject fo much as the reader 
isled to expect. In a writer like Dr. Prieftiey, whofe days were 
many, and whofe forrows have been not a few, indulgence 
may and muft be extended to a diminution of intellectual 
powers, whether in {pirit of compofition or in clofenefs of 
reafoning. Inmaking this allufion to other works of the fame 
author upon the fame important fubjeét, the evidences of the 
divine miflion of Jefus Chrift, we defire to be underftood as 
exprefling our opinion in the refpedtful words of Longinus— 
yeas, Cmyousat, syngas 3 Sums ‘Opngor. 

We have referred to one part of the Doctor’s argument, 
which, in our opinion, tends to undermine the firucture 
which he had reared with {kill and with toil in favour of Re- 
velation. This refpeéts the demon of Socrates : in delivering 
his fentiments upon this knotty point, he evidently leans to 
the belief of fupernatural agency. The queftion is treated 
pretty much at length, and the following paflage contains the 
iubftance of his reafoning. 

After mentioning the dreams, “ on which he put an un- 
common conftruction,” our author obferves, “ This could not 
have been the cafe with refpect to the hints that he received 
when he was awake, whether by the medium of a real voice, 
or in any other way.” 

“ In no other refpect does Socrates appear to have been an en- 
thufiaft. On the contrary, he was a man of a calm and even tem- 
per, not diftinguifhed by any peculiarity of behaviour, or extrava- 
gance of any kind, And though he feems to have addreffed himfelf 
to every perfon to whom he imagined that his advice would be ufe- 
ful, he was never charged with being impertinent fo as to give 
offence to any: on the contrary, his addrefs was infinuating and 
pleafing; fo that his hearers in general were delighted with his 
converfation, and this through the courfe of a long life. 

“ Since, then, he perfifted in his account of thefe admonitions to 
the laft, and in the moft ferious fituation that a man could be in, 
and his veracity was never quettioned, though I am far from form- 
ing any fixed opinion on a fubject of fo great obicurity, I think it 
may admit of a doubt, whether they may not be fuppofed to have 
come, in whatever manner they were given, from God. I do not 
fee any thing unworthy of the divine Being in his diftinguifhing this 
extraordinary man in this way. Being no judge (judges) of the 
propriety of the divine conduct, we muft be determined in every 
cafe of this kind by the evidence of facts, according to the eftablifhed 
rules of eftimating the value of teftimony in general. 

“« Thefe admonitions are faid to have been proper to the occa- 


fions on which they were delivered ; fo that leading to good, if 
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they came from any fuperior being, it muft have been a wife and 
benevolent one. ‘They would, therefore, tend to imprefs the mind 
of Socrates, and thofe of his numerous difeiples and admirers, wit), 
the idea of the exiftence of a Power fuperior to man, though not in 
a manner {fo decifive and convincing as the exprefs revelations that 
were made to the Hebrew prophets. But why it fheuld pleafe God 
to diftinguifh any one man, or any particular nation, with his pecu- 
liar gifts, and in what degree he fhould do this, is not for us to fay, 
If we fee good to refult from it, we ought not to cavil or complaii, 
but be fatisfied and thankful.” (p. 29.) 

After perufing this paflage, our readers will not be {ur- 
prized to hear that we have obferved in the mind of Dr. Prie(i- 
jey, upon fome other cccafions, a ftrong tincture of credulity. 
That he has given way to it in this inftance, fo as to injure the 
effect of his very judicious reafoning in other parts of this trea- 
tife, will appear from thefe obfervations. The avowed objec 
of the publication is, to inftitute a comparifon between un- 
enlightened reafon and Revelation. But, by admitting the 
poflibility that Socrates acted under a divine impulfe, the guet- 
tion turns upon different degrees of revelation, and not upon 
the difference between natural and revealed religion. Befides, 
the evidence of faéts here contended for, confifis in an imprei- 
fion made upon the mind of an individual. _ If, however, fuch 
an impreflion be accounted fufficient teftimony, the rules, 
which have been fo wifely and pioufly laid down for afcertain- 
ing the degree of evidence neceilary to conftitute a proof of 
divine interference, will become utelels; and the ravings of 
enthufiafm will ufurp the place hitherto confecrated to tle 
fobcrneis of truth. Ifthe damon of Socrates be, for fuch 
realons, afcribed to the effects of heavenly influence, we can 
fearcely fee for what reafons Lord Herbert of Cherbury is to 
be denied the benefit of the fign which he avers was granted to 
him. The latter may as fairly contend that the divine favour 
was vouchiated to his labours in the canfe of infidelity, as the 
former might be referred to as fanciioning the principles and 
practices of idolatry. 

Happily for the caufe which he is endeavouring to fupport, 
the arguinents of Dr. Priefiley are in this inftance, and, fo far 
as we have obferved, in this initance oaly, very inconclufive ; 
and, in ipite of lis opinion, we may ftill rank the damon of 
Socrates among the effects of crait or illufion ; the oue of 
which might ealily originate, and the other may fairly be ex- 
culed, in a Polytheitt and Idolater. 
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Art. LXXXVI. Popular Tales. By Maria Edgeworth; Author 
of Prattical Education ;” &c. 3 Vols. 12mo. pp. 1144. price 
15s. Johnfon. 1804. 


N the preface which introduces the prefent work we are 
informed that “ the title of Popular Tales has been chofen, 
not as a prefiumptuous or premature claim to popularity, but 
from the with that they may be current beyond the circles 
which are fometimes exclufively confidered as polite.” 
“ Tue art of printing,” adds the author, “ has opened to all 
clalies of peopie various new channels of entertainment and 
iniormation. Amongtt the ancients, wifdom required autiere 
manners, and a leneth of beard to command attention; but, 
in our days, inftruction in the drefs of innocent amufement is 
not denied adiwittance amonzti the wife and good of all ranks. 
It is therefore hoped, that a fucceflion of ftories adapted to 
different ages, fexes, and fituations, will not be rejected by 
the public, unlefs they offend again{t morality, tire by their 
famenefs, or difguft by their imitation of other writers.” On 
reading this pailage, we could not forbear reflecting, how 
diiferenat might have been the fate of the following volumes 
had they iffued from the prefs at the commencement of the 
eighteenth inftead of the nineteenth century. To the epithet 
popular theie tales might then have had unequivocal preten- 
fions. The Succession or Sroriés, adapted to different 
ages, fexes, and fituations, would have been fecure of a cor- 
dial reception from the polite circle for which they were not 
detigned, and of an equally cordial adoption from the clafs 
for which they ebvionfly are intended; they would have been 
confidered as manuals of prudence, and quoted as theorems 
of experience ; the pictures of |if> which they exhibit would 
graven on the imagination of youth; and the 
precepis of wifdem which they afford would have flowed, with 
Oracular authority, from the lips of age:—but the marked 
graduations of rank, with the yet more marked graduations 
of intelligence, in this country, no longer exift. “ Lhe art of 
printing has opened to all clofjes fo many new channels of en- 
tertainment and information,” that, with the exception of the 
huinble and totally unlettered poor, it appears difficult to dif- 
cover any branch of the community to’ whofe amufement and 
inftruction a feries of tales can be exclufively devoted.. We 
mean not to affirm that there no longer remains a line of de- 
marcation between popular and correct tafte, much lefs to 
deny that both the fuperior and inferior ftations have relative 
duties effentially different ; but we are perfuaded that no pre- 
cile café (if we may ufe the expreflion) of fentiment, no 
Vou. I, Ss merely 
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merely local delineation of charaéter, can command the faf- 
frage of any large proportion of the public. Science no longer 
fieals with dim ambiguous light through “ the cloifter’s pale ie 
facred to {cholaftic learning, and fubject to fcholaftie bigotry, 
Society has affumed a new afpect—neither literature nor pros 
perty is held by feudal tenure—commerce fpreads wide her 
golden chain, in whofe imperceptible links are united all ranks 
of the community. Thote who confider the univerfal circu- 
lation of newfpapers, and the active temper of the times, will 
be at no lo{s to account for the literary {pirit diffufed through 
the middle orders, and for the tafte and cultivation which, 
fuperficially at leaft, have fpread through the whole comm. 
nity. Letters continue to form the fiudy of profetlional men, 
whilfi to the national mafs reading is in the number of ele- 
gant and liberal amufements. It is, therefore, neceffary that 
he who would become a popular inftruétor, fhould poffefs the 
popular art to pleafe. To be ufetul, he muft not. merely be 
preceptive, but perfuafive; not only fhould his morality be 
found, but its vehicle alluring; fach as he would correét, he 
mufi conciliate ; and, to thofe tor whom he offers the leflons 
of wifdom, he muft appear undefigning and unobtrufive: 
above all, if he have a favourite hypothetis, a particular prin- 
ciple, or a particular clafs in view, he fhould difguife the 
rigidity of fyitem, and eonceal the afperity of remonftrance ; 
—in one word, he muift intereft to inftruét, and, to intereft, 
he fhould exchange the magifierial rod of wifdom for that 
electric wand of fancy whofe touch penetrates the foul. 

In the Popular Tales before us the fcenes, fituations, and 
characters, are evidently drawn for the fubordinate or fecon- 
dary clafles of what is commonly called middle life. Induttry 
is always crowned with fuccefs; prudence bleffed with pro! 
perity. Honefty has its precious meed; and patience its 
golden recompenfe. We mean not to object to home-drawn 
feenes, or home-made incidents. We have the moft unequi- 
vocal conviction that the fimple annals of domeftic life afford 
materials for fiction the moft impreffive to the mind and heart. 
In fome of Mifs Edgeworth’s former publications (the Parent's 
Affiftant, and the Tales for ) outh) we have had ample proois 
of the verfatility of her talents ; and our eyes and lips have 
borne teftimony to her powers of pathos and humour. Yet 
fkiiful as is the texture of her Popular Tales, and admirable 
as are the principles which they illuftrate, we {till apprehend 
that the plan is ill adapted to any elafs of Englith readers in 
the nineieenth century. We have advanced to an era, wiel 
from the rapid diffemination of literary novelties, a fattidioul- 
neis (perhaps we fhould fay a fickly delicacy of tafte) ta 
; 3 uced, 
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duced, which demands fpells more potent than.can be admi- 
niftered _— the denfe medium of ceconomical tra¢ts, or 
didactic ftories, of which the moral end is always apparent, 
in which the ufetul application predominates over the fable, 
and, like marginal notes, draws the eye from the original text. 
By the almoft uniform derivation of characters and fituations 
from one order of life, the author has given to thefe Tales an 
air of famenefs and conftraint which fhackles her own inven- 
tion, and fometimes drags heavily on the expectation of her 
readers. The firft of thefe feries is Lame Jervas, which ex- 
hibits the interefting progrefs of an unfriended youth from 
the extreme of penury and obfcurity, to eafe, diftin¢tion, and 
aftuence. “™ THe Wixv” is enriched with a vein of humour, 
and evinces Mifs Edgeworth’s accuftomed difcrimination of 
charaéter. In “Tue Limeric Groves” there is much well- 
directed raillery at the national, or rather unnational, pre- 
judices againft [rifhmen, which ftill operate on many fubjects 
of this united empire. “ Out or Dest out or Dancer” 
contains falutary precepts and awful examples. “ Rosanna,” 
and “THe MANUFACTURERS,” poflefs fuperior merit. In 
the latter, fome of the fcenes are not unworthy of the comic 
Mufe. “ Tut Contrast” prefents patriarchal pictures of 
happinefs and fimplicity, on which the heart repofes with de- 
licht. The Tale of “ To-morrow” is too protracted. We 
acknowledge we fhould have been better pleafed had the hero 
been permitted to redeem his character with his uricle Lowe. 
“ Tue Graterut Necro” weread with an intereft fo intenfe 
as almoft to be painful. The admirable Tale of “Murap 
THE Uniucky” isin the happieft ftyle of grave humour. In 
thefe two charming Tales the author’s pen was emancipated 
from the trammels of fyftem. It would be injuttice to “ Tue 
GrateruL Necro” to introduce it in a mutilated form. 
The following extraéts from Murad’s narrative we tranfcribe 
for the amufement of our readers : 
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“« My father was a merchant of this city. The night before I 
was born, he dreamed that I came into the world with the head of 
a dog, and the tail of a dragon; and that, in hafte to conceal my 
deformity, he rolled me up in a piece of linen, which unluckily 
proved to be the Grand Seignior’s turban ; who, enraged at his in- 
folence’in touching his turban, commanded that his head fhould be 
ftruck off. 

“ My father wakened before he loft his head ; but not before he 
had half loft his wits, from the terror of his dream. Being a firm 
believer in predeftination, he was perfuaded that I fhould be the 
caule of fome great evil to him; and he took an averfion to me 
even before [ was born. He confidered his dream as a eae 
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fent from above, and confequently determined to avoid the fight of 
me. He fet out, the next morning, on a voyage to Aleppo. 

“ T was in my eighth year w ben my father returned from abroad, 
The year after ‘he came home my brother Saladin was bo rn, who 
was named Saladin, the Luc ky, becaufe, the day he was born, a 
veflel, freighted with rich merchandife for my father, arrived fafely 
in port. 

“ When Saladin was about twenty, my father was taken danger. 
oufly ill ; and, as he felt that he fhould not rec over, he fent for my 
brother to the fide of his bed, and, to his great furprife, informed 
him that the magnificence, in which we had lived, had exhantfted all 
his wealth ; that his affairs were in the greateft diforder ; for, having 
trufted to the hope of continual fuccefs, he had embarked in pro- 
jects beyond his powers. 

‘ The fequel was, he had nothing remaining, to leave to his 
children, but two large china vafes, remarkable for their beauty, 
but ftill more valauble on account of certain verfes infcribed upon 
them in an unknown character, which were fuppofed to operate as 
a talifman, or charm, in favour of their poffeffors. 

“ Both thefe vafes my father bequeathed to my brother Saladin; 
declaring he could not venture to leave either of them to me, be. 
caufe I was fo unlucky that I fhould inevitably break it. After his 
death, however, my brother Saladin, who was bleffed with a gene- 
rous temper, gave me my choice of the two vafes : and endeavoured 
to raife my {pirits by repeating, frequently, that he had no faith 
either in good fortune or ill fortune. 

“ | could not be of his opinion; though I felt and acknowledged 
his kindnefs, in trying to periuade me out of my fettled melan- 
choly. I knew it was in vain for me to exert mytelf, becaufe I was 
fure that, do what I would, I thould ftill be Murad, the Unlucky. 
My brother, on the contrary, was no ways cali down, even by the 
poverty in which my father left us: he faid he was fure he fhould 
find fome means of maintaining himfelf, and fo he did. 

“ On examining our china vafes, he found in them a powder ofa 
bright fearlet colour; and it occurred to him that it would make a 
fine dye. He tried it; and, after fome trouble, it fucceeded 
admiration. 

During my father’s life-time, my mother had been fupplied 
with rich dreifes, by one of the merchants who was employed 
by the ladies of the Grand Seignior’s feraglio. My brother hw! 
done this merchant fome trifling favours; and, upon application 
him, he readily engaged to recommend the new icarlet dye. b 
deed it was fo beautiful that the moment it was feen it was pre- 
ferred to every other coleur. Saladin’s fhop was.fooy crow’ d 
with cuftomers ; and his winuing manners, and pleafant conver! 
tion, were almoft as advantageous to him as his fearlet dye. Un 
the contrary, I obferved that the firlt glance at my melangwit 
countenance was fufficient to difguli every one who faw nit. 
perceived this plamly; and it only confirmed me thé more i 
say belief in my own evil detftiny. ' 
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“It happened one day that a lady, richly apparelled and at- 
tended by two female flaves, came to my brother’s houfe, to make 
abroad, fome purchafes. He was out, and I alone was left to attend the 
D, who fhop. After the had looked over fome goods, the chanced to fee 
born, a my china vate, which was in the room. She took a prodigiaus fancy 
d fafely to it, and offered me any price, if I would part with it: but this I 
declined doing, becaufe I believed that [ thould draw down upon 


fight of 
















danger. my head fome dreadful calamity, if I voluntarily relinquifhed the 
- for my talifman. Irritated by my refufal, the lady, according to the cuf- 
formed tom of her fex, became more reiolute in her purpofe; but neither 
ifted all entreaties nor money could change my determination. Provoked 
having beyond meafure at my obitinacy, as fhe called it, fhe left the 
in pro- houfe. 
“ The next day the lady returned, and my brother fold his vafe 
to his to her for ten thoufand pieces of gold. This money he laid out in 
beauty, the moft advantageous manner, by purchafing a new ftock of mere 
d upon chandife. 
rate as “ The lady, who bought my brother Saladin’s vafe, was the fa- 
vourite of the Sultana, and all-powerful in the Seraglio. Her dif- 
uladin; like to me, in confequence of my oppoiition to her wifhes, was fo 
1e, be. violent that fhe retufed to return to my brother’s houfe whilit I 
ter his remained there. He was unwilling to part with me; but I could 
 gene- not bear to be the ruin ef fo good a brother. Without telling him 
voured iny defign, I left his houfe, careiefs of what fhould become of me. 
» faith Hunger, however, foon compelled me to think of fome immediate 
mode of obtaining relief. I fat down upon a ftone, before thé door 
edged of a baker’s thop: the fmell of hot bread tempted me in, and with 
nelan- a feeble voice 1 demanded charity. 
Twas “ The mafter baker gave me as much bread as I could eat, upon 
lucky. condition that I fhould change drefles with him, and carry the rolls 
Dy the for him through the city this day. To this I readily confented ; but I 
hould had foon reafon to repent of my compliance. Indeed, if my ill luck 
had net, as ufual, deprived me at the critical moment of memory 
r ofe and judgment, I fhould never have complied with the baker’s 
ake a treacherous propofal. For fome time before, the people of Con- 


ed to ftantinople had been much diffatisfied with the weight and quality 
of the bread furnithed by the bakers. This fpecies of difcontent 


has often been the fure forerunner of an infurre¢tion-; and, in 









pled 

loved thefe difturbances, the matter bakers frequently loie their lives. 
had All thete circumttances I knew; but they did not occur to my me- 
yn te mory when they might have been ufeful. 

I: “ T changed drefizs with the baker; but fcarceiy had I proceeded 
pre through the adjoining freet, with my rolls, before the mob began 
vided to gather round me, with reproaches and execrations. The crowd 
erfie purfued me even to the gates of the Grand Seignior’s palace ; and 

On the Grand Vizier, alarmed at their violence, fent out an order to 
hol yave my head {truck off: the ufual remedy, in fuch cafes, being to 

] rike off the baker’s head. 





“ T now fell upon my knees, and protefted 1 was not the baker for 
whom they took me; that I had no connection with him; and that 
ss$ I had 
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I had never furnifhed the people of Conftantinople with bread that 
was not weight. I declared I had merely changed clothes with a 
mafter baker, for this day; and that I fhould not have done fo, but 
for the evil defiiny which governs all my actions. Some of the mob 
exclaimed that I deferved to lofe my head for my folly: but others 
took pity on me, and, whilft the officer, who was fent to execute 
the vizier’s order, turned to {peak to fome of the noify rioters, thofe 
wh» were touched by my misfortune opened a paflage for me 
through the crowd, and thus favoured I effected my efcape. 





BOOKS pusrtisHeD In THE Montu oF Marcn# 1804; with 
briey Notices of thofe which appear to be entitled thereto, and that 
are not referved for more ample examination, 


BioGRAPHY AND History. 

Hifiory of France, Civil, Military, Ecclefiaftical, Literary, 
Commercial, &c. from the Time of its Conqueft by Clovis. 
By Alexander Ranken, D.D. vol. 3. 8vo. Price 7s. 

The Coftume of the Hereditary States of the Houfe of 
Auftria, difplayed in 50 coloured Engravings, with Deferip- 
tions, and an hiftorical Introduction. By Monf. Bertrand de 
Moleville, tranflated by R. C. Dallas, Eig. gto. 6s. 6d. 


Letters on the Study and Ufe of Ancient and Modem 
Hiftory. By. John Bigland, pr. 6s——Mr. Bigland, in thele 
Jetters, has given a fort of fummary of the leading fac¢ts of an- 
cient and modern hiftory, in chronological order. The firft 
fix letters are devoted to the difcuffion of various preliminary 
topics; and the others comprehend a brief narrative of events 
from the earlieft records to the prefent times, To affift the 
memory, the author has diyided his work into ten_diftin¢t pe- 
ae it is written in aneat ftyle, and will be ufeful asa fchool 

ook. 


GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY. 

View of the Climate and Soil of the United States of 
North America. By C. F, Volney. 
An Introduction to Philofophical and Phyfical Geogra 
phy. . 

Statiftical View of France, from Authentic Documents 
By Chevalier de Tinfeau. 8vo. pr. 10s. 6d. 
_ England delineated; being 152 Copper Plate Views in 
England and Wales, with Detfcriptions. 2 Vols. 8vo. pr. 
£.1, 108, 
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wi VoYAGES AND TRAVELS. 
. as A Family Tour through the Britifh Empire. By Prifcilla ie 
b mob Wakefield, 12mo. pr. 5s———This is one of the moft inte- Bes 
Dthers refting works for young people that we have met with for iP. 
ecute fome time paft. It is well calculated to give them a general Nb 
thofe idea of the variety of furface, produce, manufactures, and oa 
T me principal places of the Britith empire. With pleafure, alfo, Us 
we have feen, that the fair author has interwoven in her*nar- 
ee rative, accounts of the manners and cufioms of the Welth, 
— the Irith, and the Scotch, with various biographical anee- 
with dotes ; taking care to avoid every thing that might excite : 
l that improper ideas in the minds of thofe for whom it is intended, 
and to whom it may be fafely recommended. : 
The Travels of Orlando round the World ; written for the ; 
Inftruééon of Young Perfons. By L. F. Jautiret. 4 Vols. ‘ 
ary, 8vo. pr. 128. | 
VIS. An Excurfion in France and other Parts of Europe. By ti 
Charles Maclean, M. D. 8vo. pr. 6s. 48 
2 of Obfervations made at Paris during the Peace, &c. By Ho 
rip- Edmund John Eyre. pr. 10s. 6d. Sp 
” Maruematics, Naturat History, anpD Naturat 
= PuiLosoruy. 
-" Lepidoptera Britannica ; containing the Latin and Englith 
an- Names, anew Arrangement, and new Defcription of various if 
ft Species of Papilio, Sphinxes, Zygane, and Bombyces, &c. , 
ry To which are added Botanical Diflertations. By A. El. Haworth, 1 
#4 F.L.S. Part 1. 8vo. 15s. if 
he Flora Britannica; Auctore Jacobo Edwardo Smith, M. D. ne 
ye Vol. UL. pr. 10s. 6d. i 
ol Enquiry into the Laws of Chemical Affinity. By C. L. + 
Berthollet. Tranflated by M. Farrell, M.D. Svo. pr. 7s. 4 
‘ TueoLtocy, Morats, aND METAPHYSICS. 
° The Trial of the Spirits, a feafonable Caution, &c.-, By 
the Rev. Charles Daubeny. 8vo. 2s. ! 
Thoughts on the Calviniftic and Arminian Controverfy. By 
G.S. Faber, B. D. The main object of Mr. F. in this 
' tract is to fhew the two chains of reafoning by which high | 
Calvinifm, and certaiff pofitions which even the higheft 4 
n Calvinift woult, tremble to admit, and by which high Ar- } 
‘ minianifm, and certain pofitions which even the higheft 


Arminian would tremble to admit, may be refpectively, ap- 
parently, demonttrated from Scripture. Hence our author, 
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with the Bithop of Lincoln, concludes, “ our Church is not 
Lutheran, Calyiniftic, nor Arminian, but Scriptural.” 


A [etter to the Bithop of London, on a Pafiage in S, 
Maitthew’s ¢ Sofpel. Pr. 2s. 6d.——The author of this Letier 
profeiies himfelf a mere Tvroin theoleoica rercitations and 
biblical criticifin: ihe » internal evidence of the act would not, 
however, lead to this conclufion; it is the work of one who 
has thought much and read much: on the parti cular fabject on 
which it treats. The author takes the model title of G Migr 
‘egos, but, as a critic, he is certainly fuperior to many whio 
allume amuchloftier name. In referring to an eminent writer, 
he hasin feveral places written Dodderide ze jor Doddridge. 


The Cafe of Hezekiah confidered: A Sermon. By G. A, 
Thomas, LL.D. Pr. 1s This difcourfe was preached in 
reference Lo the late alarmii ng fiate of his Majeliy ’s health; in 
which a parallel is drawn, exbibiting the circumftances that 
render the afflictions of Hezekiah fimilar to thofe under 
which our Soyereign laboured. A few illufirative notes are 
added. 

Addrefs to the Quakers. Pr. 1s. 6d. The body of Chrif- 
tians called “ Friends,” but vulgarly denominated Quakers, 
are’here attacked in no very civil ftyle, on account of their 
afluming to themfelves the power of excommunicating, or, to 
make nie of their own phraie, of difowning tuch of thew men- 
bers as marry thofe of other religious proteilions. The author 
of the addrefs maintains, that this uncharitable law was notetia- 
blifhed by the tounders of the fect ; was not noticed by Bar- 
clay and Penn ; and he undertakes to prove, that it is the off- 
{pring of modern, bigoted, fuperftitious, and over-bearing 
difciplinarians. 

A ai vs Account of the principal Doétrines of Chrijii- 
anity. By W. TI. Rees, A.M. Pr. 1s——This little tract is 
intended y allift young perfons in their pre parations for con- 
firmation: it contains av account of the more important arti- 
cles of the Chriftian doctrine, according to the principles of 
the eitablifhed Church; and it thews the neceility, and en- 
forces the practice of a good life. The defign is good, and 
the execution of ihe plan re{pectable. 


Advice to the Middle-aged in rural and humble Life. 
Pr. 25———The writer-of this advice has thought proper to 
conce.] her name ; on which, however, it would have re- 
flected no ditiredit. In the introduction the offers reafons 
why fhe thiuks the middle age is moft adapted to improve- 
ment ; fhe then addreiles thoie whe have the care of children 
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on the fubjeét of education; and afterward points out the 
feveral duties appropriate to middle age ; more efpecially the 
confolation and fupport they are called upon to afford the aged. 
Some prayers felecied from good authors conclude the work, 
We wiih this advice, which is excellent in its kind, had been 
fent into the world in a cheaper form. 

Sermons, and other Mifcellaneous Pieces. By the late 
Henry Hunter, D. D. To which are prefixed, a Biographi- 
cal Sketch of his Life, &e. 2 vols. 8vo. pr. 18s. 

Sermon on Public Worfhip. By the Rey. Rees, Price 
Pr. 1s. 

A Sermon on the opening of the Chapel at Poplar. By 
S. Hoole, A.M. Pr.15s. 


Sermons on Public Occafions, and a Letter on Theological 
Subjects. By Robert, late Archbifhop of York. To which 
are prefixed, Memoirs of his Lite ; by George Hay Druin- 
mond, A. M. 8vo. pr. 6s. 

A Familiar Converfation on religious Bigotry, Candour, 
and Liberality. By David Eaton. Pr. 2s. A careful pe- 
rufal of this traét will naturally lead to moderation and union 
among the followers of Chriftian truth. 





PoLITIcAL AND CoMMERCIAL. 

Strif@ures on the Neceflity of inviolably maintaining the 
Navigation and Colonial Syiiem of Great Britain. By Lord 
Sheffield. Pr. 2s. 6d. ‘The noble author of this able traét 
forefees, that, at a period like the prefent, when we hear trom 
the oppofite fhores nothing but the menaces of exterminating 
hoftility, and are called on to ftruggle with the power and am- 
bition of France for our very exittence as a people, itmay be 
thought he ought rather to urge and animate the military {pi- 
rit of the nation, than to direét its attention to the laws and 
regulations of navigation and trade. This and other objec- 
tions he meets and anfwers with confiderable ability. He 
points out the impolicy of fome late fufpending acts, as inju- 
rious to every branch of our marine ; notices the jealoufy of 
other powers ; and, in our opinion, demonttrates clearly the 
right of England to frame colonial and navigation laws for 
herfelf. He alfo fhews that Englifh reftrictions are not fin- 
gular, and are rendered neceflary by the fyftems puriued by 
other countries. 

Thoughts recommendatory of a Coalition between the great 
Parliamentary Leaders, &c. Pr.as. 6d, 





Remarks 





b= me os wy 
a a 








a eee 








634 THE FMPERIAL REVIEW. [Arn 


Remarks on Mr. Malthus’s Effay on the Principle of Popv. 
Jation. Pr.2s. This is but a feeble attack upon a work, 
the merits of which we have fully confidered in our fh 

number. 


Letters written from France, containing an Account of the 
State of < Politics, &c. By Henry Redhead Yorke, 
2 vols 8vo. 

A Letter to : Army, Navy, and the People of England, 

on the Aiternative, Invade or be Invaded. Pr. 1s. 


“>? Letters of Valerius on ve State of Parties, the War, 
the Volunteer Sy fiem, &e. Pr. ‘As thefe letters were 
originally printed in one of our hehe papers, which enjoy a 
widely _extende d circulation, it is fufficient to fay, that they 
now a} ppe ear in the form of a painphlet. 


A Letter to Sir F. Burdett, on the Folly, the Indeceney, 
and dangerous tendency of his Conduct. By the Rev. Fi 
Hankin, M.D.——This attack upon Sir F. Burdett may, {a 
any thing that we can know to the contrary, be perfectly. jut: 
but it furely becomes a gentleman, and a clergyman, to feck 
for betier authorities than mere quotations from newpaper, 
on which to ground his accufations. Upon the credit, hov- 
ever, of one of thefe, not very famous for moderation, Mr. 
charges the baronet with a grofs abufe of the freedom of par 
liamentary debate ; a libel on his Majetty ; and with a defire to 
withdraw the people from their allegiance: charges fo feriow 
ought not to be brought againft any perfon lightly. 


A Tetter to Robert Ward, Efg. M.P. occafioned by his 
Pamphlet, intituled, A View of the relative Situations oi Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Addington. Pr. 2s. 


A Delineation of the probable Mode of Operations of the 
French Armies for the Conqueft of the Britifh Empire ; with 
a Pian for the Defeat of that Project. By T. Colpitts, pr.2s 
——In this pamphlet the author reafons partly from patt fads 
and experience, ants partly from the character of the enemy. 
He confiders and calculates the number of veffels and men re- 
guired for the invafion ; the weapons and other means of wat 
that will be embarked ; "the plan which the enemy will aclopt, 
both before and after k: nding; and then the mode of oper 
tion to be reforted to by us to fecure victory and future peace 
to ourfelves. 

‘ If the battle, u pon which hangs the independence of our coun 
try, cannot be fought in France, rather than the war fhould linger, 
we can lofe nothing by its being fought in England; and, when i 
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fall be fought, it is defirable that it fhould be of fo decifive a na- 

ure, as that the confequences of it to France fhould fecure to us 
a delirable peace, from the moft defirable of all caufes—that of her 
inability to difturb it.” 


Mr. C. recommends, as our principal reliance, a large cen- 
am | y y +$) . 
ral army, both for Great Britain and Ireland. 


Poetry, Nove.s, ce. 


Poems, on Moral and Religious Subjecis. By A. Flowerdew. 
Small 8vo. pr. 4s.———-The publication of theie poems has al- 
ready been fanétioned by a yery long and refpectable litt 
of fubfcribers. They are not of the firft nor perhaps of the 
fecond rate ; but they are all devoted to the bett interefis of 
mankind, by recommending the principles of virtue and re- 
ligion. The author's prayer for the univerfal {pread of Chrif- 
iianity is no bad fpecimen of her poetical talents : 

“ Haften that bleft, that great, that promis’d hour, 
When a.t fhall feel the Gofpel’s facred pow’r ; 
When att fhall One Eternal God adore, 
And the Redeemer’s praife refound from thore to fhore.” 


Sea-fide Hero: a Drama, in Three Acts. By John Carr, 


Efq. pr. 2s. The intention of this drama is excellent ; but 


it is deficient in {pirit, and in fome other qualities neceilary 
to render a work of this fort interefting to the reader. 


The Counterfeit: a Farce, in Two Aéts. By Andrew 


Franklin. 8vo. 2s. 


The Paffions: an Ode for Mufic. By William Collins, 
‘fq. With Additions, and an Elegy on the Death of William 
Cowper, Efq. By W.Churchey. pr. 6d. 


A Supplementary Epijile to the Correfpondence - between 
Mr. Bowles and Mr. Adam. 


_A Hint to Buonaparte. By 'T. Strange. pr. 15. This 
hint wili hardly reach the chief conful; nor will its poetical 
merit fecure to the author a lafting fame. 


The Lewes Library Society. By John Button. pr. 2s. 6d. 
This fociety began with nine members, in 1786, and it 
now poffefies eighteen hundred volumes. To celebrate the 
praifes of the founders of the fociety, and of the principal 
works which are brought together in the library, is the object 
of the author. The reader thall judge of his poetry by the 
following lines ; 


“ With 
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* With words perfuafive, BLarn his reader charms, 
The friends of vice attacks, defeats, difarms ; 
Difpels each cloud that o’er the Chriftian low’rs, 
And ftrews the thorny path to blifs with flow’rs,” 


Adverfity; or the Miferies of the Seduced : a Poem, founded 
on a real Occurrence. By W. H. Poulett. pr. 4s——The 
verfification of this poem is much below par; the fiory would 
have read better in plain profe. That we inay not be accufed 
of injuring Mr. P.’s fame, we tranfcribe a fingle paflage : 


“ Pity might figh a wifh, the agitation 
He* late ly thew’d, gave hopes cf reform: 
Ah, no! in his black foul, the feat of vice, 
’Twas pers’nal fear, and palefac’d cowardice! 
Safely embark’d, his vicious mind began 
Of future villanies to lay the plan.” 


Amazement. By Mrs. Meeke. 3 vols. 12mo. pr. 125, 
fewed. 

A Tale without a Title. 3 vols. 12m0. pr. 12s. 

Kerwald Caftle. By Mrs. Barnet. 2 vols. pr. 78. 

<oftora; or the Generous NegroGil. 2 vols. pr. 7s. 

The Woman of Feeling. 4 vols. 16s. 

The Talifman. 2 vols. 7s. 


A Picture from Real Life ; or the Hiftory of Emma Tan- 
kerville and Sir Henry Moveton. By Henry W hitfield, M.A. 
2 vols ——If this be a picture from real ‘life, which we are 
much inclined to doubt, there are certainly parts of it thata 
perfon tender of the morai. of the rifing generation would not 
prefent to their view. 

The Political Proteus. A View of the Public Character 
and Conduét of R. B. Sheridan, Efg. By William Cobbett. 
Svo. pr. 7s. We did not expect much candour from the 
author i this work to the failings of the gentleman whofe 
character he has undertaken to delineate ; and we have uot 
been difappointed. 


MepicauL AND MILirary. 


An Effay, Medical, Philofophical, and Chemica!, on 
Drunkennets. By Thomas Trotter, M.D. pr. 55. 





* The Seducer. 
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An Account of a Painful Affection of the Nerves of the 
Face, commonly’ called the Tic Douloureux. By S. Fother- 
gill, M.D. 8vo. pr. gs. 

Chirurgical Inflitutes, drawn from Praétice. By H. St. 
John Neale. 

The Nineteen Maneuvres explained, with the Dutics and 
relative Pofitions of Officers aud Serjeants. pr. 5s. 

Polyanus’ Stratagems of War; tranflated by Dr. Shep- 
herd. 

Military Memoirs, relating to Campaigns, Battles, &c. Ke. 
By the Author of Memoirs of the War in Afia. pr. 10s. 6d. 

Appendix to Practical Obfervations on the Nature and 
Treatment of the Exafperaied Symptoms of the Venereal 
Difeafe. By Edward Geoghegan.—lo thofe who have feen 
Mr. G.’s preceding publication, this appendix, in which feveral 
cafes that came under his obfervation are particularly noticed, 
will be acceptable. : 

Obfervations on the Anti-Phthifical Properties of the Li- 
chen Iilandicus, or Iceland Mots, &c. By Richard Reece. 
pr. 15. The author takes this mode of advertifing various 
preparations, made and fold at his warehoute. 

MIscELLANEOUS. 

A World of Wit ; containing Anecdotes, &c. of more than 
four hundred eminent living perfons. 18mo. pr. 33s. It 
there be more wit than is ufually found in publications of this 
nature, there is aliov much of what cannot be recommended 
to young perions. 

Praétical Englifh Book-keeping for the ufe of Schools, &c: 
By James Luckcock. Folio. pr. 7s. 

The Farmer’s Calendar, &c. By Arthur Young, Efq. 
F.R.S. 8vo. pr. 10s. 6d. A new edition. ‘Mr. Young’s 
Calendar is fo well known, that it is only neceflary to tay 
that the improvements and additions introduced into the pre- 
ent impreflion render it ftill more deferving the attention of 
thofe farmers who are able to unite theory with practical ex- 

erience. 

A general View of the Agriculture of Shropfhire, &c. 

'y Jofeph Plymley, M.A. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The Painter’s and Varnifher’s Guide. By Profeffor Tingry, 
of Geneva. 8vo. pr. 12s. 

A Letter to the Rev. William Cockburn, A. M. occafioned 
by his late pamphlet relating to Lord Camelford’s death. By 

one 
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one of the Magifirates, pr. 1s. Thofe who have been in. 
prefled with unfavourable notions of the want, of vigilance oy 
the part of the magiftrates, with regard to a late unforty. 
nate duel, ougit, undoubtedly, to read this defence, which 
appears a complete vindication of them, though not in yery 
decorous language, and is tigned Pattie Neve. ' 

Ejjays on Mitcellaneous and Interefting Subje@s. By 
Richard Worthington, M.D. pr. 3s——_—_™The titles of the 
Effays are Card-playing ; Courage ; Patriotifm; Dr. Johnfon; 
on Interference in Religion; the Drama; the Ufe of Wars; 
the Mail Coach; Remarks on the threatened Invafion; and 
a Propofal for the Relief of the Sick and Poor. 

On each of theife topics we meet with obfervations, which, 
if they have little claim to novelty, are good in their kind, 
and may in various inftances be ufeful. The effays on the 
mail coach exhibit Dr. Worthington’s humanity ; and that oa 
the threatened invafion fhews with what calmnefs he reads 
the proud vaunts of the enemy. 

«As well,” fays he, “ may France (humanly fpeaking) at- 
tempt the conqueft of the Georgium Sidus. By what natural 
or artificial means is fuch a conquetft to be profecuted and 
effected? By none that I can difcover, without ftrange mil- 
conduét on our part; unlefs fhe corrupt our failors, and in- 
troduce difcord and feuds amongft our {foldiers.” 


English Grammar adapted to the different Claffes of Learn- 
ers, with an Appendix containing Rules and Obfervations for 
affifting the more advanced Students to write with Perfpicuity 
and Accuracy. By Lindley Murray, pr. 3s. 6d.——The 
celebrity which this grammar has obtained, renders it need- 
lefs for us to fay more, than that in a fhort fpace of time it 
has come to the ninth edition. 


Verulamiana; or Opinions on Men, Manners, Literature, 
Politics, and Theology. By Francis Bacon, Baron of Veru- 
Jam, &c. &e. To which is prefixed a Life of the Author, by 
the Editor, pr. 4s. 6d. The editor of this little work has 
given an epitome of Lord Bacon’s moft important and geue- 
rally ufeful opinions on the feveral fubjects enumerated in the 
title page. The maxims of this great man are generally 
founded in wifdom, and a deep knowledge of human na- 
ture, and on that account they cannot be too generally 
circulated. In the life of his Lordihip, prefixed to this 
volume, we are told, are the outlines of a more confider- 
able piece of biography, which the editor has in contem- 
plation. ; 

The 
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The Man in the Moon; confifting of Effays and Critiques 
on the Politics, Morals, Manners, Drama, &c. of the pre- 
fent Day. pr. 48.——The effays and critiques contained in 
this volume were originally publifhed in numbers that came 
out twice a week. To many readers, they are, therefore, pro- 
bably well known; forthe information of thofe who have not 
yet feen them, we may add that they are not deftitute of in- 
formation, amufement, and wit, 





— 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the Imperial Review. 

SIR, 

AFTER congratulating you on the fuccefs which your 
new undertaking has met with, and the jncreafe of it, which. 
from its general tenor you have reafon to expect; will you 
allow me to addrefs you on a topie that effentially concerns 
iis future reception ? 

In your laft Number an article is inferted on Mr. Good’s 
Life of Dr. Geddes, upon whole writings, and particularly his 
Verfion and Notes on the Bible, fuch high encomiums are be- 
fiowed as feem to imply a commendation (may I not fay 
unqualified, by the writer ?) of their general contents and ten- 
dency. If now it be the object of your Review to favour 
works of this ftamp, through partiality to their authors, or 
from any other motive, you ure here called upon to avow it ; 
and your readers will then know what they may look for ; 
otherwife it muft be confidered an infidious procedure to fanc- 
tion, by an authorative recommendation, what may be produc- 
tive of much ferious mifchief. A fair ftatement of opinions, 
whatever be their nature, can produce but little prejudice if 
left open to difcutiion. Every advocate for truth will fay, 
“ give us light, and in the light let us perifh ;” but furely the 
conduct of your Reviewer, in the prefent infiance, is fcarcely 
to be reconciled with this principle. 

{ am, Sir, 


An Advocate for Freedom of Inquiry, 
and a Lover of Truth, wherever it 
may be found. 

April 5, 1804. 


IN anfwer to the foregoing leiter the Conductors of the 
Imperial Review feel themfelves calied upon unequivocaily to 
fiate 
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fiate that they by no means entertain the opinion that the 
Verfion and Notes of Dr. Geddes ought to be commended 
with unqualified approbation. On the contrary, they are 
ready to maintain that both in point of fiyle and fentiment 
numerous pafluges of that work are liable to very ferious ob. 
jections. if their correfpondent (whoie zeal for the inteiefs 
of truth entities him to refpeétful notice) will have the good. 
nefs again to confult the article which has occ afioned his 
friendly animadverfions, he will find that its author has not 
given his own opinion of Dr. Geddes’s works, but that of Mr, 
Good (fee pp. '398—9) in which Dr. Geddes’s deiects are 
clearly pointed out. This being the cafe, they truft that they 
fhall be ac quitted of the heavy imj putation of fanctioning 

writings the tendency of which is to produce “ much ferious 
mifchiet.”. They are, and always have been, Friends to the 
exifting eftablifhments in Church and State ; and they would 
confequently abhor the thought of becoming inttrumental to 
the carrying on any infidious attack on the one or on the 
other. Yet “they do not conceive that an adherence to thefe 
fundamental principles precludes them from admitting into 
their work liberal difcuffions on all topies, or from engaging 
the afliftance of perfons of various parties, Lt is their wiih to 
procure fair and impartial accounts of the publications which 
come under its notice without any undue regard to their 
authors. In fhort, it is their main object to conftitute thei it 
Journal a repofitory of that “ fair itatement of opinions,’ 

which, as their correfpondent juftly remarks, “can produce 
but little prejudice if left open to diicuition.” 








*.* The Conductors of the Imperian Review, wiyhing 
that their Journal may be an impartial Regifter of every 
literary Work, as early as poffible after Publication, requei 
that all Pamphlets and fnall Productions may be fent for the 
Editor’s Infpection ; as, from the carious Modes of adveriying 
now adopted, he finds it difficult to collect them fo foon as he 
could wih, and fears that, after ali his Care, fome may be found 
to have efcaped his Notice. 
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verfio Syriaca ; 4 White, tom. ii. 316 
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on the 229 
Adverfity, or the miferies of the fe- 
duced; by Poulett - 636 
Advice from a Mother to her Son 3 by 
Mary C. Crefpigny 251 
— to the middle aged 632 
Africa, Southern ; Travels into the 
interior of, by Barrow 475. 506 
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Owen 320 
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Almakide and Hamet, a tragedy; by 
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318 
Amazement ; by Mrs. Meeke 636, 
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Vou, I. 


Anderfon, fEreas ; a journal of the 
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Animal organs ; various tyftems of, 411 
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rious earth by them 
— remarks on their Attias yan 
tions 33 
Annales de I! Imprimeri ie des Aldes 5 
par Renovard 141 
Annual Regifter, new for 1802 - 320 
Aqueous humour of the eye 5 bbferva- 
tiuns on 229 
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Arrowfmith, A.; chart of the Wet 
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Arthur, Archibald ; difc naiie of 317 
Aftringent vegetables; remarks on, 292 
| Afronomical difccveries of Kepler, ac- 
count of ; by Smail 606 
Atonement, letters on ; by Jerram 475 
Attention ; on forming a habit of 184 
Aujiria, cottame of the hereditary fates; 
by de Moleville 630 
Author foip 5 on the advantages of. the 
male {ex for - 335 
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Bacon, Francis ; opinions of, on meny 
manners, &c. 633 
Baillie, Joanna ; a feries of plays 335 
Bampton \eftures; by Nott 344 
| Bar ‘bauld, Mrs 3 verfes of, on ¢ zo- 
morrow’ 533 
Barber, 1. T.; » Tour through Sab, 
Wales and Monmouthihire 378 
Barnet, Mrs.; Kerwald Caftle- 636 
Barons of Felfheim 319 
Barré, W. hiftory of the confulate of 
Buonaparte - 528 
Barrow, John; Travels into Southern 
frica - 47§- 506 

Bates, Ely 3 rural p! shilofophy 600 
Baxter, his chriftian directory abridg- 
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47 
Bent, ww Filia am 3 meteorological journal 
for 1803 - 320 
Beresford, Benjamin; tranflation of 
Kotzehue’s year of exile 543 
Berthollet, C. L. laws of chemical af- 
finity ; tranflated by Farrel 631 
Befham, ‘Thomas; character of a 
chriftian teacher 476 
Betham, Matilda; biographical dic- 
tionary of celebrated women 314 
EBiblicgraphical dilionary, vol. iv. 320 
Bigland, Join ; on the ftudy and ufe of 
hiitory 630 
Biography ; remarks on 327 
Black, Dr. Jofeph; le&tures on che- 
miftry, edited by Robifon - 207 
— fome account of his lite - 208 
— his general charaéter and talents as 
a leCturer 212 
— greatelt heat of his oust - 376 
Blackburne, Dr. William ; on the fear- | 
let fever - 
Blood; theory of its ftimulating power | 
417 
— its power of expanfion confidered4ao/ 
Bonaparte; xemarks on his abilities | 
371 
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— vide Buonaparte. 
. Bodies, compound ; remarks on 285 
Bedy, living ; phenomena of, arranged 
411 
Bones, mufcles, and joints ; engravings 
of, by Bell - - - 479 
Bookkeeping, pra€tical ; by Luckcock 
637 
Beugies; on the ufe of 609 
Bournon, Count de; on the arfeniates 
of copper, and of iron 535 
— Count de; on the hard carbonate of 
lime, and a new oxide of iron 299 
Bowles, John ; view of the moral ftate 
of fociety 318 
Bowles, W. Lifle ; the Pigture, a poem 
17 
Brain; anatomical remarks on 
finufes and ventricles - 223 
Britain, the crifis * a ase by 
Maurice - 
Britifh empire ; a family tour t 
it; by Prifcilla Wakefitld 631 
Briti/b Tocfin ; by Morfitt - 478 
Brougham, Henry » jun. colonial policy 
of the European powers 350 
Builders new price book, 1804; by 
Phillips - - - 478 
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Bulls, \rith; effay on, by R. Ly and 
M. Edgeworth - - 302 

Buonaparte, Napoleon ; hiftory of the 
confulate of, by Barré 528 

—a hint to; by Strange 635 

— vide Bonaparte. 

Burdett, Sir Francis ; a letter to, by 
Hankin - 634 

Button, John; the Lewes library fo- 
ciety - - 635 
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Cairo; a deicription of - 501 
Calamines, analyfis of ; by Smithion, 
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Calvinifm 3 remarks on 450 : 
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edited by his fon 

|— fome account of his life - 
Camelford, Lord 5 account of his death, 
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Candid, junior, and Dr. Pangtofs 479 
Cape of Good Hope ; views near that 
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Carbonate of lime, hard ;  defcription 
of, by Bournon 299 
Carey, David ; 3 the pleafures of nature 
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Carlifle, Anthony g account of a mon- 
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Carpue, I. C. introduétion to eleciri- 
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Carr, John ; ttranger in France 245 
— fea fide hero, a drama 635 
Carthage ; . bow far it may be com- 
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Cartwright, John; England's Agis 
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by Maria Edgew orth 550 
Catara& ; obfervations on its cure 
453. S41 
Catholic clergy in Ireland ; on a pub- 
lic provifion for them - 107 
Cato, M. Porcius, concerning agri 
culture; tranflated by Owen 3:0 
Cave of Cofenza 318 
Celts, obfervations on 139 
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Charis ; or refie&tions on_ the office of 
the Holy Spirit - 317 
Chatham, Earl of ; letters to him, by 
Haldane - - 4% 
Chaucer, Geoffrey ; his life, by Gol- 
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Chaucer compared with Spenfer - 192 
— remarks on his “ houfe of fame”’ 192 
— remarks on his ** complaint of the 
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women” 198 
Cheltenham witbens 4 a treatife of ; by 
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